
Resolutions of the 2011 Sydney Synod 
 
10 October 2011 
 
1/11 Federal Government support of Anglican Aid 

 
Synod welcomes the decision by the Federal Government and Foreign Affairs Minister, the Hon Kevin Rudd 
to match dollar for dollar the gifts of Australian people to famine relief in the most severe crisis to hit the Horn 
of Africa in 60 years. 
 
And further that Synod expresses its thanks to the Federal Government through AusAID for including The 
Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid in the NGO’s who are able to participate in the dollar matching 
programme for October and November. 
 

(Dr Karin Sowada 10/10/11) 
 
2/11 General Synod 2010 Legislation 
 
Synod receives the report on General Synod 2010 Legislation and adopts the recommendations made in 
that report. 
 

(Mr Neil Cameron 10/10/11) 
 
3/11 Towards 2050 
 
Synod, noting the interim report in response to resolution 2/10 Towards 2050 –  
(a) encourages Synod members to consider the report and its recommendations and to provide 

comments on the report to the Diocesan Secretary by 31 March 2012, and 
(b) requests the Standing Committee to bring to the 2012 session of the Synod a motion to enable the 

Synod to consider the recommendations in the report.” 
 

(The Rev Andrew Katay 10/10/11) 
 
4/11 Disability Sunday 

 
Synod, mindful of Christ’s clear call in Luke 14 that those who follow Him will be socially inclusive of the 
vulnerable and people with a disability, and in line with Synod Resolution 34/09 which commits the Diocese 
to advocate to Government on behalf of people with a disability, strongly supports the establishment of a 
National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) and calls on parishes to participate in Disability Sunday on 
October 30, 2011 as a way of encouraging social inclusion in church life of people with a disability and their 
carers.  
 
Therefore Synod – 
(a) affirms Christ’s teaching in Luke 14 that all believers should make every effort to care for and be 

socially inclusive of those who are vulnerable and have a disability; 
(b) supports the establishment of a NDIS as a key way to improve the wellbeing of people with a disability 

and their carers; 
(c) encourages churches to participate in Disability Sunday – to pray for people with a disability, their 

carers and government reforms that will improve their wellbeing, and to send letters of support for a 
NDIS to Government;  

(d) urges churches to ensure they are fostering an attitude of inclusion and care for people who have a 
disability and carers; and 

(e) calls parishes to proactively reach out to their communities in loving service to people with disabilities, 
noting that ANGLICARE can assist parishes to do this. 

 
(Mr Grant Millard 10/10/11) 

 
  



5/11 Threatened execution of Yousef Nadarkhani 
 
This Synod –  
(i) requests that the Diocesan Secretary ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Shadow Minister for 

Foreign Affairs to express publicly and privately to the Iranian Government, our nation’s opposition to 
the imprisonment and threatened execution of the evangelical pastor: Yousef Nadarkhani;  

(ii) asks that clergy make this a matter of public prayer, especially praying for pastor Nadarkhani, his wife 
Fatemah, their sons Daniel and Joel, and their church as well as praying for all Christians in Iran, and 

(iii) calls upon the representatives of the media to bring the plight of this man who refuses to recant his 
conversion to Christ to the attention of our nation. 

 
(Dean Phillip Jensen 10/10/11) 

 
6/11 Eagle Vale: Reclassification as a Parish 
 
Synod assents to the reclassification of Eagle Vale as a parish with effect from 1 January 2012. 
 

(The Rev Craig Hooper 10/10/11) 
 
 
 
11 October 2011 
 
7/11 English Bible Translation Options 
 
This Synod notes –  
(i) that the 1984 edition of the NIV Bible translation has been the preferred 'pew Bible' in a majority of our 

churches, and 
(ii) the publisher's stated intention to withdraw from publication the 1984 edition of the NIV. 
 
Synod therefore thanks God for several more recently published English versions (both revised and fresh 
translations) of the Bible and encourages their careful study by those Ministers and other church leaders who 
will need to make a decision about which option to select as their preferred Bible translation for the public 
reading and preaching of Scripture. 

 
(Canon Sandy Grant 11/10/11) 

 
8/11 Restorative justice 
 
Synod requests that Standing Committee prepare a report for consideration at the Second Session of 
Synod –  
(i) identifying and commenting upon by reference to the workings of the Diocesan Tribunal the biblical 

and practical principles of restorative justice with an emphasis on restitution and reconciliation, 
(ii) promoting recommendations for change if any, by bringing to Synod for consideration suggested 

amendments to existing ordinances. 
 

(Mr Andrew Frank 11/10/11) 
 
9/11 Anglican Communion Covenant 
 
Synod, noting the report on the Anglican Communion Covenant provided in response to resolution 19/10 – 
(a) opposes the adoption of the Anglican Communion Covenant by the Anglican Church of Australia, and 
(b) adopts the report and requests that a suitable form of the report be sent to the Standing Committee of 

the General Synod. 
 

(The Rev Dr Mark Thompson 11/10/11) 
 
  



10/11 Archbishop’s Strategic Commission on Structure, Funding and Governance  
 
Synod welcomes the report of the Archbishop's Strategic Commission on Structure, Funding and 
Governance together with the responses thereto of the GAB/SDS, the ACPT and SACS, and requests the 
Standing Committee to – 
(a) undertake consideration of the possible ways in which – 

(i) the concerns raised in the responses from the GAB/SDS, the ACPT and SACS may be 
addressed, and then 

(ii) the recommendations may be implemented, and 
(b) in the light of (a), pass such legislation as may be desirable or practicable, excluding any sale 

ordinance, or otherwise report to the next session of the Synod on any future proposals. 
 

(Mr Peter Kell 11/10/11) 
 
 
 
12 October 2011 
 
11/11 Priscilla and Aquila Centre 
 
Synod – 
(a) welcomes the establishment of the Priscilla and Aquila Centre, an initiative of Moore College 

promoting the ministry of men and women in partnership,  
(b) encourages Ms Jane Tooher, Centre Director, to continue publishing resources and arranging 

conferences to help the Diocese explore and understand such ministry,  
(c) assures those involved of its continued prayerful support, and 
(d) gives thanks to God for the godly vision, stewardship and ministry of the deaconesses which saw the 

purchase and establishment of Deaconess House at 28 Carillon Avenue in 1916, for how their ministry 
and foresight secured facilities thus enabling the training of women in gospel work, and have now 
provided the foundation for the creation and development of the Pricilla and Aquila Centre and the 
continued ministry to women at Moore Theological College. 

 
(The Rev Nigel Fortescue 12/10/11) 

 
12/11 New Perspectives on Anglican Education 
 
Synod – 
(a) thanks the Archbishop for establishing an Education Think Tank subsequent to his Presidential 

Address to Synod in 2009 
(b) acknowledges with gratitude the deliberations of the Think Tank over the past eighteen months 
(c) welcomes the imminent publication of the first instalment of its work: ‘New Perspectives on Anglican 

Education’ and 
(d) expresses its hope that this and subsequent publications will contribute to robust discussion and 

increased awareness of the distinctives of Anglican education which we pray will continue to shape 
and strengthen Anglican schools within and beyond the Diocese. 

 
(Dr Bryan Cowling 12/10/11) 

 
13/11 Supply of Christian Teachers 
 
Synod gives thanks to God for the ministry of Ian Keast (Director of the Christians in Teaching Project) and 
the Anglican Education Commission for its valiant efforts in recruiting committed Christians into teaching and 
acknowledges the challenge to find 4,000 Christians to replace those expected to retire over the next few 
years and urges all Anglican schools and parishes to pray for and support by taking concrete action the 
achievement of this goal. 
 

(Mr Hans Norved 12/10/11) 
 
  



14/11 Humanity and rights of unborn children 
 
In light of the San Jose Articles, launched on 6 October 2011 at the United Nations, which defend the 
humanity and rights of unborn children and clarify that access to abortion is not a right under international 
instruments, this Synod –  
(a) affirms that all human life is a gift from God, and, irrespective of race, gender, ability, and socio-

economic circumstances, is created in his image, with inherent dignity and value, and accordingly, that 
ending the life of an unborn child is to be avoided unless the mother’s own life is genuinely at risk; and 

(b) declares that the gospel of Jesus Christ offers complete forgiveness, healing and hope to all those 
who have knowingly ended the life of an unborn child; and 

(c) thanks God for the efforts of those responsible for the San Jose Articles, in their attempts to defend 
the rights of unborn children; and 

(d) asks the Diocesan Secretary to write to all federal and state members of Parliament informing them of 
this motion, and commending the San Jose Articles. 

 
(Dr Claire Smith 12/10/11) 

 
15/11 Harbour Church 
 
Synod acknowledges the far reaching significance of Policy 2 of the Diocesan Mission and therefore 
welcomes to our fellowship the new Recognised Church of Harbour Church, Shellharbour with its first rector 
the Rev Rob Sharp and Synod representatives. 
 
In welcoming this new parish without property, Synod gives thanks to God –  
(a) for the missionary outreach initiative of the parish of Shellharbour City Centre to plant a new 

congregation in 2007 into Shellharbour Anglican College, along with their sacrificial concern to nurture 
and grow that congregational plant until it would stand alone as a separate church within our Diocese; 

(b) for the courage and conviction of the lay planting team originally led by the Rev Mal York who stepped 
up to the mark, counted the cost and moved their families to plant a new congregation, in a new place, 
for the sake of the lost; 

(c) for the provision in 2010 of the Rev Rob Sharp and his family to take charge of the congregational 
plant and skillfully grow it into an evangelistic force in the Shellharbour Anglican College and in the 
local community along with the growth of the Harbour Church community and their strong partnership 
in the gospel; 

(d) for the external financial partners who generously contributed resources in partnership with 
Shellharbour City Centre and for the generosity of the Anglican Schools Corporation, through 
Shellharbour Anglican College with its head Tony Cummings and School Council, for their mission 
mindedness in placing the resources of the College at the ongoing disposal of Harbour Church; 

(e) for the global financial crisis which resulted in the government stimulus plan, whereby a new multi 
purpose hall was built at the college in 2010.  This has given an enormous boost to Harbour Church 
which is now free to grow and fill that hall with more than 500 believers and their children to the glory 
and praise of God. 

 
(The Rev Michael Williamson 12/10/11) 

 
16/11 REAP Journals 
 
Synod – 
(a) congratulates the Rev John Gray and Youthworks upon the development of the REAP journals, 
(b) commends their use by all Anglicans, and 
(c) agrees with the Archbishop’s endorsement – 
 

‘Let’s get back to basics!  Daily, disciplined study of God’s word personally, and in 
families, is indispensable for Christian knowledge and obedience.  With the REAP 
journals, Youthworks has given us a great tool to help achieve this.’ 

 
(The Rev Rick Lewers 12/10/11) 

 
  



17/11 Funding Principles and Priorities 
 
Synod –  
(a) notes the draft Statement of Funding Principles and Priorities, and  
(b) requests Standing Committee to insert in its Principles a procedure to be adopted by any organisation 

seeking funds, including a detailed proposal for the purpose, likely timing of the expenditure and a 
review of the reserves currently held by that body, and 

(c) requests that Synod members provide comments about the draft Statement to the Diocesan Secretary 
by 1 March 2012 with a view to the Statement being finalised by the Mission Board and the Standing 
Committee for the 2012 Synod session and circulated to Synod members by 1 August 2012 together 
with bills for Synod Appropriations and Allocations and Parochial Cost Recoveries. 

 
(Bishop Peter Hayward 12/10/11) 

 
 
 
17 October 2011 
 
18/11 Gambling in Australia 
 
This Synod again notes the Productivity Commission's report into gambling which reports that – 
(i) there are between 80,000 – 160,000 problem gamblers in Australia, with another 230,000 – 350,000 

vulnerable to problem gambling; 
(ii) poker machine users are disproportionately represented among the ranks of Australia's problem 

gamblers; 
(iii) 41% of the $11.9 billion that Australians lose annually on poker machines comes from problem 

gamblers. 
 
Therefore Synod again endorses efforts being proposed in Australia's Federal Parliament to reduce the 
impact and incidence of problem gambling, for example, by the introduction of a compulsory pre-commitment 
system for poker machine use. 
 
In addition, Synod calls on the NSW Government to reduce its reliance on taxation on gambling. 
 
Synod encourages ministers, synod representatives and other church members to continue to write to their 
parliamentary representatives in support of such harm minimisation measures and commends to Synod 
members and ministers the Social Issues Executive Briefings 33 and 91 (available on-line) for sound biblical 
arguments for why gambling is both wrong for Christian believers and damaging to our community. 
 

(Canon Sandy Grant 17/10/11) 
 
19/11 Indefinite term of membership on diocesan bodies 
 
Synod asks Standing Committee to review the membership of diocesan organisations to determine any 
bodies which have members appointed for an indefinite term and to consider whether this is appropriate. 
 

(Mr Doug Marr 17/10/11) 
 
20/11 Publication of Synod proceedings in electronic form 
 
Synod asks Standing Committee to consider, and if feasible, to publish this year’s Synod proceedings in 
electronic form. 
 

(Mr Robert Tong 17/10/11) 
 
21/11 Prayers and support for St John’s Vancouver and others 
 
Synod requests that the following message be sent to the following four churches in Vancouver, British 
Columbia Canada: St. John's Vancouver (comprising the congregations formerly known as St John’s 
Shaughnessy); Good Shepherd, Vancouver; St. Matthias & St. Luke's Vancouver; and St. Matthews, 
Abbotsford – 



 
“The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Sydney wish to extend our prayers and support to you in 
this time of transition and change. We praise God for your commitment to upholding Scripture 
and your willingness to contend and suffer for the faith. You have been a great example in 
grace, wisdom and humility to Bible-believing Christians, both here in Australia, and around the 
world. We pray the Lord’s richest blessings on your fellowship as you continue to proclaim, 
rejoice and grow in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that the grace of God will ring out 
from you in the great city of Vancouver, to the glory of God.” 

 
(The Rev Nigel Parker 17/10/11) 

 
22/11 Parish contribution to the Work Outside the Diocese fund 
 
In an effort to maintain using 5% of the allocations for the Work Outside the Diocese fund, Synod requests 
Standing Committee to consider asking each parish to pay $172 voluntary contribution toward the Work 
Outside the Diocese fund when they pay their first PCR instalment for 2012. 
 

(The Rev Gavin Poole 17/10/11) 
 
23/11 Dr Patricia Brennan 
 
Synod gives thanks to God for the life and work of Dr Patricia Brennan AM; medical missionary, advocate for 
women’s ordination, commentator, breast cancer and forensic physician, sexual assault councillor and 
member of this Synod. 
 

(Professor Bernard Stewart 17/10/11) 
 
24/11 The Venerable Narelle Jarrett 
 
Synod gives thanks to God for the ministry of the Venerable Narelle Jarrett, who retires from the Synod at 
the end of this year, and in particular – 
(a) her encouragement and support of women in ministry in the Diocese for over forty years; 
(b) her faithful ministry as Archdeacon of Women's Ministry from 2002; and 
(c) her outstanding leadership as Principal of Mary Andrews College from 1985-2007 (previously known 

as Deaconess House until 1997); 
(d) her initiatives in providing training for laywomen in Bible knowledge and ministry skills throughout the 

Diocese; and 
(e) her inspiration to both men and women as a godly and humble servant of Christ. 
 
Synod expresses its gratitude to Narelle and wishes her God's blessing upon her future life and ministry. 

 
(Bishop Glenn Davies 17/10/11) 

 
25/11 Mr Steve McKerihan 
 
Synod learns with sadness of the death of Steve McKerihan, former CEO of the Sydney Diocesan 
Secretariat and the Glebe Administration Board.  It places on record its deep appreciation of the dedicated 
and expert contribution he made to the work of the SDS, the GAB and the Diocese as a whole, especially in 
the events surrounding the recent financial crisis. 
 
We recall with gratitude his deep commitment to Jesus Christ, demonstrated by a life of humble and 
dedicated service to his family and friends, his local church and in recent years, to our churches. 
 
Synod extends its deep sympathy to his wife, Margaret and their family at their loss and prays that they will 
be comforted by the promise of eternal life for all who believe in Christ, the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection of the dead and the joyful reunion in his presence of all who believe. 
 

(Canon Bruce Ballantine-Jones 17/10/11) 
 
  



26/11 Poverty reduction and promoting a global vision in education  
 
This Synod commends the work of Anglican Aid, particularly ORAF (the Archbishop’s Overseas Relief and 
Aid Fund) in seeking to reduce extreme poverty by supporting development projects particularly in and 
through Anglican congregations in third world countries. 
 
The Synod requests that Diocesan Education Policy recognises that a Christian approach to education will 
foster teaching and learning that promotes a global vision of Christian care and compassion (including an 
understanding of the plight of those living in extreme poverty) which spans curriculum subjects and moves 
from classroom instruction to practical action. 
 

(Associate Professor Alan Watson 17/10/11) 
 
27/11 Kirribilli: Reclassification as a Parish 
 
Synod assents to the reclassification of Kirribilli as a parish with effect from 1 January 2012. 
 

(The Rev Paul Dale 17/10/11) 
 
28/11 General Synod assessments and consultation  
 
Synod, noting the report on 12/10 General Synod Assessments and Consultation with the General Synod 
Standing Committee – 
(a) in light of – 

(i) page 4-084 of Book 4 – General Synod Standing Committee Financial Report, The Fifteenth 
General Synod, 2010, that records – 
• the General Synod forecast surplus from its business activities in 2012 is $143,360, 
• the General Synod forecast revenue that leads to that surplus is $522,000, being 

$294,000 from the Long Service Leave Fund and $228,000 from Telstra Commissions, 
and 

(ii) the contribution that will be made to that surplus by – 
• Sydney diocesan clergy, who make up approximately 33% of the active membership of 

the Long Service Leave Fund, and 
• the hundreds of Sydney parishes and parishioners and the dozens of Sydney diocesan 

schools, organisations and associated individuals who are contracted to Telstra via the 
Telstra Anglican Plan, 

requests that the General Synod Standing Committee – 
• grants relief to Sydney's 2011 general assessment charge proportionate to Sydney's 

contribution to the surplus from the General Synod's business activities, and 
• sets future budgets for the general assessment aware of Sydney's contribution to the surplus 

from the General Synod's business activities, and 
(b) supports the adoption of the following principles in respect of the finances of the General Synod –  

(i) existing surpluses in the Special Fund should be used to reduce the amount of special 
assessment payable by those dioceses who choose to pay the special assessment, 

(ii) no surpluses should be accumulated in the Special Fund in the future, 
(iii) income from the General Synod reserve should be used to fund the General Secretary’s office, 
(iv) royalties should be paid from the sale of liturgical resources back to the General Synod reserve, 

and 
(c) notes that 3 bills for canons promoted by representatives of this Diocese at the last session of the 

General Synod with the support of the Standing Committee, namely – 
(i) the bill to amend section 30 of the Constitution so as to make a declaration by the synod of a 

diocese that a canon affects the order and good government of the church within a diocese or 
the church trust property of the diocese conclusive, and 

(ii) the bill to amend section 32(2) of the Constitution so as to ensure a financial liability imposed on 
a diocese is limited to the costs, charges and expenses necessary to maintain the Constitution, 
and 

  



(iii) the bill to amend section 63 of the Constitution so as to bring to an end the advisory opinion 
jurisdiction of the Appellate Tribunal,  

were not debated or considered by the General Synod, and 
(iv) records its view that these amendments are critical to the maintenance of harmonious 

relationships within the Anglican Church of Australia, and 
(v) requests the Diocesan Secretary to pass these views on to the Standing Committee of the 

General Synod and to the National Unity Task Force established by that body, and 
(vi) further requests that these amendments, in the same or modified form be promoted to the next 

session of the General Synod by its representatives on that body. 
 

(Mr Neil Cameron 17/10/11) 
 
 
 
18 October 2011 
 
29/11 Efficiency and transparency of Synod election process 
 
Synod asks the Standing Committee to consider possible improvements to the efficiency and transparency 
of the Synod election processes without changing the qualifications and composition of the various 
committees, councils and boards. 
 

(Mr Doug Marr 18/10/11) 
 
30/11 International Chinese Christian School 
 
Synod – 
(a) notes the proposed commencement of the International Chinese Christian School (ICCS) in January 

2012, 
(b) gives thanks to God for this gospel initiative, 
(c) prays that God will use ICCS for the evangelisation of Sydney and equipping of Christians for ministry 

to the Chinese in Sydney and around the world, and   
(d) encourages parishes and Diocesan organisations to pray for and otherwise support ICCS. 

 
(The Rev Brian Tung 18/10/11) 

 
31/11 Sir Marcus Loane 
 
On the 100th anniversary of his birth, Synod thanks God for the life and ministry of Sir Marcus Loane; Moore 
College Principal (1953-1966), Australian Army Chaplain (Kokoda Track, 1942-1945) the first Australian born 
Archbishop of Sydney (1966-1982) and Primate of Australia (1978). 
 
We thank God for Sir Marcus’ contribution to the evangelical identity of our Diocese.  He served us by 
providing a model of godly leadership and leaving a legacy of published works.  In particular those 
biographical books bringing to life heroes of the faith will ensure that our evangelical heritage is not easily 
lost. 
 
With fondness we remember the clarity of his preaching, the strength of his convictions, the warmth of his 
pastoral care and his faithfulness in prayer. 
 
In passing this motion, Synod thanks God for Lady Loane and her partnership in Sir Marcus’ ministry.  We 
send her greetings, love and God’s comfort.   
 

(Canon Rick Smith 18/10/11) 
 
32/11 Deaconess Margaret Rodgers  
 
Synod gives thanks to God for the ministry of Deaconess Margaret Rodgers, who retired from Synod last 
year, and in particular – 
(a) her distinguished presence on the floor of Synod for over thirty years; 



(b) her longstanding membership of Standing Committee (since 1982); 
(c) her service to the General Synod as a diocesan representative since 1979, serving on both its 

Standing Committee and international committees, including her time as General Synod Research 
Officer (1985-1993); 

(d) her commitment to the training of women in ministry through Deaconess House, as Tutor, Vice-
Principal and finally Principal from 1976-1985; 

(e) her professional expertise in media relations, becoming the first CEO of Anglican Media (1994-2003) 
and then the Archbishop's Media Officer (2004-07); and 

(f) her unwavering commitment to Christ in the service of others for over forty years as a Deaconess. 
 
Synod expresses its gratitude to Margaret and wishes her God's blessing upon her future life and ministry.  

 
(Dr Karin Sowada 18/10/11) 

 
33/11 Unfilled vacancies on regional councils 

 
Synod, pursuant to clause 7.2(4)(b) of the Schedule to the Synod Elections Ordinance 2000, determines that 
any vacancy in the office of member of a regional council which is not filled at or during the first ordinary 
session of Synod may be filled by resolution of the regional council as if the vacancy were a casual vacancy 
occurring under clause 5(1) of the Regions Ordinance 1995. 
 

(Mr Robert Wicks 18/10/11) 
 
34/11 Wollondilly: Reclassification as a Parish 
 
Synod assents to the reclassification of Wollondilly as a parish with effect from 1 January 2012. 

 
(The Rev Kevin Flanagan 18/10/11) 

 
35/11 Malabar: Reclassification as a Parish 
 
Synod assents to the reclassification of Malabar as a parish with effect from 1 January 2012. 

 
(Mr Greg Bergan 18/10/11) 

 
36/11 Common Prayer: Resources for Gospel-Shaped Gatherings 
 
Synod – 
(a) receives Common Prayer: Resources for Gospel-Shaped Gatherings development version, and  
(b) commends its use and study by the parishes of the Diocese during the next year, and  
(c) requests that comments and suggestions be made to the Archbishop's Liturgical Panel, if possible by 

March 31st, and at the latest by June 30th 2012, and  
(d) notes that services can be downloaded and feedback given at www.commonprayer.org.au, and 
(e) requests the Archbishop's Liturgical Panel to bring a revised form of the book to the next session of 

Synod with a view to considering adding its contents to the appendix of services recognised under the 
Authorised Services Ordinance. 

 
(Bishop Robert Forsyth 18/10/11) 

 
37/11 Legal definition of marriage 
 
In light of recent continued debate, this Synod again urges the Federal Parliament to retain the current 
definition of marriage at law, namely as ‘the union of a man and a woman to the exclusion of all others, 
voluntarily entered into for life’, in the Marriage Act.  This definition not only reflects biblical teaching, but 
widespread and longstanding practice which has served the good of human societies independent of 
religious affiliation. 
 
  

http://www.commonprayer.org.au/�


And Synod encourages ministers, Synod representatives, and other church members to write to their 
parliamentary representatives affirming the current legislative definition for marriage. 
 

(Canon Sandy Grant/Mr Lachlan Bryant) 
 
38/11 Review of the Department of Evangelism and New Churches 
 
Synod – 
(a) thanks God for the work of the Department of Evangelism and New Churches (ENC) and rejoices in 

the potential of New Fellowships to reach many in the Diocese; 
(b) requests Standing Committee, in their review of the Department of Evangelism and New Churches 

(ENC) Reconstituting Ordinance 2010 which is due for report to the Synod in 2012, to include specific 
analysis of the following – 
(i) how much ENC’s operations reflect the priorities and modes of operation expressed in the 

Department of Evangelism (New Churches) Reconstitution Ordinance 2010 Explanatory Report, 
particularly in regard to church planting in new geographic areas where the local parishes have 
already created plans and have the resources to begin a new work, 

(ii) what efforts are made to speak to local parishes and mission areas prior to developing plans for 
planting New Fellowships, 

(iii) whether the priority in the ordinance of “resourcing churches and parishes to evangelise, 
including through the planting of new congregations in the Diocese” over “identifying, training, 
supporting and appointing suitably gifted persons to evangelise, including through the planting 
and leading of new fellowships in the Diocese” has been maintained (4.2.a and 4.2.b in the 
ordinance), 

(iv) what the effect of ENC church in new geographic areas has on the impetus of local churches 
and Mission Areas considering their own plans for church planting, 

(v) what theological institutions ENC considers candidates from and what level of theological 
training is required in their New Fellowship planters, 

(vi) what effect it would have on a New Fellowship in the case that a church planter is unwilling or 
unable to be ordained to the ministry of the word in the Sydney Diocese, 

(vii) what effect it would have on the integration of a New Fellowship into the life of the Diocese in 
the case that a church planter is unwilling or unable to be ordained to the ministry of the word in 
the Sydney Diocese, 

(viii) the relationship between ENC and the Mission Property Committee, and the process by which 
the use of Mission Property is decided, 

and, if necessary, to bring an amended ordinance reflecting any recommended changes to the next 
session of Synod. 

 
(The Rev Joseph Wiltshire 18/10/11) 
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