
School Chapuls and Chaplains Ordinance 1954

No. 39, 1954.

ORDINANCE to make provision for the appointment of
Chaplains to Schools within the Diocese. of Sydney
and for the licensing consecration and control of
Chapels in connection with such schools.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the appoinbnent and
tenure of office of Chaplains and Assistant Chaplains in Schools
other than parisb scbools and to define their duties AND WHEREAS

it is expedient to provide for tbe licensing consecration and use
of Cbapels in connection with sucb scbools Tbe. Synod of the
Diocese of Sydney in pursuance of the powers in that behalf
conferred upon it by tbe Constitutions for the management and
good government of the Church of England within the State of
New South Wales and of all powers vested in the said Synod
by tbe Cburch of England Trust Property Act 1917 or otherwisc
ordains dedares directs and rules as follows:-

PART I - GENERAL

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the "School Chapels and
Cbaplainu Ordinance 1954,"

2. Parts I.IV inclusive of this Ordinance shall apply to all
schools which are or sball be constituted established or governed
by or under the authority of the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney
other than Parish schools.

3. The provisions of the Sydney Church Ordinance 1912 or
any Ordinance amending the same shall to the extent that they
may be inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance not
apply to nny Chapel licensed or consecrated under the provisions
of this Ordinance.

4. On and· after the first day of January one thousand nine
hundred and fifty five the provisions of the EXh'a-Parochial Ordin·
allcr: 1918 shall not apply to any schoo!.

5. This Ordinance shall come into operation on the first day
of January one thousand nine hundred and fifty five.

6. In this Ordinance unless inconsistent with the context-
(a) "Archbishop" means the Archbishop for the time being

of the Diocese of Sydney or the person for the time
being entitled to exercise the powers vested in the Arch
bishop by the said Constitutions.
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(b\ "Archbishop-in-Council" means the Archbishop on the
advice of thc Standing Committee of Synod.

(cl "School" (Except in Part V) includes a school or college
constituted by or under the authority of an Ordinance
of Synod.

(dl "School Council" means the Council or other Governing
body of any school.

PART II - CHAPLAINS

7. (al The Archbishop-in-Council may declare by resolution
that any school or part of a school (other than a parish school)
which may be situated within any parish or parochial district or
provisional district shall be excluded therefrom and shall be ertrn
parochial. Provided that no such declaration shall be made unless
and until the incumbent of the parish or the minister-in-clJarge
of the parochial district or provisional district in which the
chapel or if thcrc is no chapel the principal building of such
school or part lies and the churchwardens of such parish or paro
chial district or provisional district have been furnished in writing
with notice of the intention to take such action and shall also have
heen invited to e:cpl'l'SS their opinion On the proposed exclusion.
PrO\-ided also that thl' Archbishop-in-Conncil may at any time
declare that any snch school shill! cease to be ,'xtra-paroehial.

(bl Any sehool whieh was ,)xll'a-paroehial before the passing
of the Extra-Parochial Ordinance 1918 and Iln)' school .which has
been deehlrcd to be Extra-Parochial und,'r th,' prO'.-isions of that
Ordinance shall be d,'ellled to have b,'en declared Extra-Parochial
under the provisions of this Ordinane,\

(cl Any person dul)' licenSl'd nnd holding office.' as Ghaplain
or Assistant Chaplain in an)' school at lIll' linw wlll'n this Ordin
ance sball eOllw into oPl'mUon shall l'ontinuc ttl hold s'uch office
as if he had b,'en appolnll'd nnd Il,','ns"d lIS sueh Chaplaiu or
Assistant Chapinin undl'l' lh,'provlsloos of this O..dinance.

S. (a) TIll' ArchhlshlJII willI III<' UllPIXll'HI of nil' Council of
m\)' school which is or shllll hl1 11"l'!lll't'U III he I':xtm'P'Il:\lchial mar
al1point HClel'k Inlloly Ol'<ll'rs III hI' Chlllllllin 0 .. Assistm\t Chaplain
in and £0" Ihe sHld st'lumJ.

(b) Such IIp(1o!ullll{'n( 11111)' hI' "flhl'l' n [lIlI·tl\".. npllointmcnt
or a pa..t·tll\\{· HPl1ollll.nl!.ul,
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9. (al The Arehbhhop ,hall licenw .~lIch Clerk in the fonn
Ill' to the effect of the form contained in the First Schedulc or
the Sccond Schcdule to this Ordinance as the casc may rcquire.

(hI Upon the issue of such 1:. "ncc .such Chaplain or Assistant
Chaplain .shall become a member of the staff of such school.

(el Opon the issue of such licence such Chaplain shall be
d('emed to he a clergyman holding a distinct official position in
the Dioccse for tIll' purpose of thc XIVth of the Constitutions
contained in the Schcdule to thc Church of England Constitutions
Act Amendment Act of 1902.

10. fal The School Council may by the votc' of a majority of
its members after opportunity has been given to a Chaplain Or
Assistant Chaplain to show cause dismiss such Chaplain or
Assistant Chaplain from his office and shall giv(> written notice ,)f
such dismissal to the Archbishop who shall upon receiving such
notice revoke the licence of such Chaplaiu or Assistallt Chaplain.

(bl Subject as aforesaid a Chaplain or Assistant Chaplain
appointed and licensed as aforcsaid shall hold office at the
pleasure of the Archbishop who shall have power to revoke such
appointment and license at any lime at the Chaplain's or Assistant
Chaplain's own request or (after opportunity given him to show
eausel in any of the follOWing eases:-

(i) On any ground for which the: lie"ncc of a clergyman
may he revoked or withdrawn under the Tribunal Ordin
alice 190·l the Incapacity and Inefficiency Ordinance
1906 or any Ordinance ,unending or replacing the same
ill accordance with the provisions of such Ordinance or
Ordinances.

(ii) At tIl(' discretion of til(' Archbishop.

(iii) In any other case where such liccnct' may be revoked
in accordance with the twcnty-first of tht' Constitutions
contained in the Schedule to the Church of England
Constitution Act Amcndment Act of 1902.

11, The Headmaster Headmisttess or other Principal Teacher
of any school shall have the right at his or hcr discretion to
s\lspend any Chaplain G~ Assistant Chaplain from his dutil'S and
shall thcreupon notify the Archbishop and' the School Council of
snch action.
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12. A Chaplain or Assistant Chaplain of any school shall
be under the direction of the School Council and of the Head
mastcr Headmistress· or other Principal Teacher of such school
save that in all matters mentiOned in sub-clauses (i), (iii) .and
(iv) of section fifteen he shall have the right to refer an)' direction
to the Archbishop before being bound to comply with it and
the decision of the Archbishop thereon shall be finaL

13. In so far as religious instruction cannot be conveniently
given by the. Chaplain or Assistant Chaplain if any of any school
such instmction as set out in Clause 15 (iii) may be given with
the consent of the Archbishop by the Headmaster Headmistress or
other Principal Teacher of thc school or any other person or
persous approved by the Archbishop.

1,1. (a) In any of the following cases that is to say:-

(i) Where a school has been declared to be Extra-Parochial
under thi8 Ordinance but no Chaplain has bcen appointed
and licensed under this Ordinance or

(ii) Where a Chaplain has been appointed under the pro
visions of this Ordinance and the office of Chaplain has
since become vacant and there is no Assistant Chap
lain appointed and licensed under this Ordinance the
Archbishop with the approval of the School Council may
appoint a Clerk in Holy Orders holding a licence in the
Diocese as Acting Chaplain and such Acting Chaplain
shall exercise the rights and duties of Chaplain of such
school until sueb time as a Chaplain is so appointed and
licenscd Provided that the Archbishop may remove any
such .'\cting Chaplain· at any time.

(b) Clauses lOA, 11, 12 and 13 shall apply to an Acting
Chaplain.

15. The rights and duties of a Chaplain in any school shall
be:~

(i) To celebrate Divine Service administer the Sacraments
and perform the Rites and Ordinances of the Church
of England in accordance with the law of the Church
of England in any consecrated or licensed Chapel or
in any other place within the school approved by the
Archbishop for the purpose aod to have access and ad
mission into such Chapel 01° place at 'Ill proper times.
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(ii) To have the charge of and be responsible for the safe
custody of all Chapel Registers and Records other than
current Books of Account and to keep the same within
the Chapel or in such other place as the Archbishop
shall from time to time in writing appoint and if there
be no Chaplain for the time being such custody and
responsibility shall belong and attach to the Headmaster
Headmistress or other Principal Teacher. of the school.

(iii) To give religious instruction to the scholars in the school
school in accordance with the doctrines liturgy artides
and formularies· of the Church of England induding
instruction in the following nntters:-

(a) The contcnts and tcaching of the canonical books
of the Old and New Testaments.

(b) The Book of COl11mon Prayer, its history and contents.

(c) The origin. and history of the Christian Church.

(d) The history of the Hefonmttion.

(e) The nature duties and daims of the Ministerial office.

(f) The character intention and efficacy of the Sacraments
as set forth in the Church Catechism.

(g) Generally the doctrine ordinances history and dis
cipline of the Church of England.

(iv) To exercise a general pastoral ministry within the school
in relation to all persons residing there or upon properties
used in connection therewith as well as to the scholars.

(v) To invite persons to preach Or otherwise assist at Divine
Service and administrations of the Sacraments within the
school with the approval of the Headmaster Headmistress
or other Principal Teacher of the School and the
Archbishop.

(vi) To perform within the school such duties other than
those aforesaid as the Headmaster Headmistress or other
Principal Teacher of the school may reasonably require.
Provided that Sub·Clauses (i), (iii) and (iv) of the Clause
shllll have pl'cceclence over such other duties.

5
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16. The rights and duties of an ASsistant Chaplain appointed
and licensed under this Ordinance shall be the same as those of
a Chaplain under Sub-Clause (i), (iii), (iv), and (vi) of Section
15 above.

17. The stipend of a Chaplain Assistant Chaplain or Acting
Chaplain appointed and licensed under this Ordinance shall be
fixed and paid by the School Council with the consent of the
Archbishop.

18. The Headmaster Headmistress or other Principal Teacher
of the school shall satisfy the Archbishop that an adequate amollnt
of tittle is given to religious instruction in the school curriculum.

PAnT III - CHAPELS

19. The approval in writing of t11C Archbishop shall he
obtained for the position and the plans and specifications of any
building intended to be built for use as a Chapel in any school.

20. (a) No building shall be consecrated or licensed as a
Chapel in Or for any school unless and until the site upon which
it is erected has heen vested in the Church of England Property
Trust Diocese of Sydney or the School Council being a Body
Corporate or such other trustee· or trustees or Body Corporate <Is
may be approved by the Arehbishop-in-Couneil and has also
been provided Wit11 such things as may be requisite for the cele
bration of Divine Service t!';'cording to the law and usage of the
Church of England and the Archbishop shall be satisfied that
proper provision is to be made for periods of Divine. Worship as
part of the school curriculum.

(b) A building or part of a building in such s.::hool may bc
consecrated or licensed as a Chapel by the Archbishop for such
purposes of the Church of England as he may deem fit and no
building or part of a building shall be used as a Chapel in a
school whet11er an Extra-Parochial School or otherwise unless and
until it has been consecrated or licensed as aforesaid. Pro
vided lliat· in any case where a school has been declared to he
Extra-Parochial under this Ordinance adequate provision shalI be
made to the satisfaction of the Archbishop .for the conduct of
Divine Worship 'in some part of the School approved by him for
t11e purpose.
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21. The provisions of Sections 21 and 24 of the Sydney Church
Ordinance 1912 shall apply to such Chapel as if they were expressly
contained in this Ordinance.

22. The Headmaster Headmistress or other principal teacher
of the school with the approval of the Archbishop may give
addresses or take part in the conduct of Divine Service in the
Chapel or invite any person to preach therein or to conduct or
assist in the conduct of services or give an address therein.

23. A Chapel sh.all not be used for any purpose other than
the celebration of Oivine Service the administration of the Sac~

raments the performance of the Rites and Ordinances of .the
Church of England or the giving of religious instruction except
with the consent in writing of the Archbishop.

24. Every consecrated or licensed Chapel existing in any
school at the time when this Ordinance shall come into operation
shall for the purpOses of this Ordinance be deemed to be a
Chapel consecrated or licensed as the ease mily be under the
provisions of this Ordinance.

PART IV - SCHOOLS NOT EXTRA-PAROCHIAL

25. (a) A School which has not been declared to be extra
parochial under the provisions of this Ordinance or a school which
has been so declared but has ceased to be extra-parochial shall be
deemed to be within the parochi.ll care of the incumbent of the
parish or the minister in charge of the parochial district Or
provisional district as the case may be in whicll the Chapel or if
there is no Chapel the principal building of the school lies and such
incumbent or minister shall exercise the rights anti duties of Chaplain
of such school as provided in clauses (i), (iii), (iv), and (v) of
Section 15 of this Ordinance.

(b) Subject to the Archbishop's approval an Assistant Curate
or other person or persons may at the requcst of such incumbent
or minister in charge assist him in the performance of his duties
as Chaplain of such school.

(c) The Archbishop may at his discretion license or authorise
a part of a building in any school under this Part to be used
for Divine Worship and may revoke such licence or authority
at his discretion.
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(d) The lleadrnaster. Headmistress or other· Principal Teacher
of thc· school may at his or her discretion suspend any person
exercising thc rights and duties of a Chaplain or any of them under
this scction and shallthcreupon notify the Archbishop and the
School Council.

PART V - CHAPLAINS AND CHAPELS IN

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

26, No clergyman of thc Church of England other than the
Heclor of the Parish in which the school is situated shall act as
Chaplain in any school within the Diocesc of Sydney which is
not n schaul constituted by or under the authority of an Ordin
ance of Synod or a parish school unless he .is licensed to act as
Chaplain of such school by the Mchbishop in the form or to the
dfeet of the form contained in the Third Schedule to this
O"dinanee. In the event of the Archbishop licensing a Chaplain
other than th" H"etor ofthc Parish in such a School the right
of the Heclor to be Chaplain cea,,·s.

27. No clergyman of the Church of England shall celehrate
Divioe Service administer the Sacraments perforrn any other rite
or ordinance of the Chll1'ch of England or preach any sermon
in any Chapel of any such school unless such Chapel is licensed
for the purpose by the Archbishop nnd such clergyman is licensed
or otherwise authorised by the Archbishop to do so.

28. Any licence or other nuthority issued by the Archbishop
[lIIder .this Part to flny clergymlln shall be issued lit the pleasure
of the Archbishop who shall have power to revoke such licence
or authority at such clergyman's own request or (after oppor
tunity given to him to show cnusc) at the disl)rction of the Arch
bishop or au nny ground for which the licence of a Chaplain
could be revoked under Section 10 of this Orclinance.

2\J. The Archbishop may license the incumbent of the parish
in which any such school exists or any other Clerk in Holy
Orders to act nS Chaplain in any such school under this Part
at the request 01' with the approval of the School Council and
any Chaplain so licensed shall hold office during the pleasure
of the Archbishop and during his tcnure of such office shall have
the rights and duties of a Chaplain as provided in Sub-Clauses
(i), (ii), (iii), (iv), and (v) of Section 15 of this Ordinance and may
agree to perform such other duties as arc referred to in Sub-Clause

8
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(vi) of the said Section. Provided that if any question or dL~pute

shall arise as to the esedse by tbeChaplain of his rights Or duties
or any of t1lem in his .piritual ministrations such question or dispute
shall be determined by the Archbishop whose decision shall be final.

30. (a) The Archbishop may if Iw thinks fit at the request
or with the approval of the School Council license as a Chapel
any building or part of a building in any school under this Part.
PrOvided that no such building Or part of a building shall be so
licensed unless and until it has been provided with such things
as may be requisite for the ceiebrationof Divine Servic" according
to thc law and usage oflL<. Churel] of England. Provided further
that the Archbishop may at any time revoke such licence without
being required to give his reasons for so doing.

(b) If a Chaplain is appointed and if there is no licensed
Chapel adequate provision shall be made to the satisfaction of
the Archbishop for the conduct of Divine Worship in some part
of the. school approved by him for the purpose.

31. The provisions of Sections 21 to 23 inclusive of this
Ordinance shall apply to a Chapel under this Part.

32. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Ordinance
no Chapel shall hc licensed and no clergyman shall be Iicenscd
as a Chaplain under this Part unless and until a copy of this
Ordinance has been supplied to the Schc,ol Council of the school
to which such licence is intended to refer and such School Council
has signified in writing duly authorised its acceptance of the
several provisions of this Ordinance as binding upon such school
in so far as the same can apply to it.

33. In this· Part "School Council" shall be deemed to include
the proprietor or proprietors of the school in any case where such
school is owned by an individual proprietor 01' proprietors.

FIRST SCHEDULE

(Here insert the name of the Archbishop), by Divine Providence
ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY AND METROPOLITAN
to Our beloved in Christ Clerk
GREETING, We do by these Presents give and grant unto you
in whose fidelity morals learning sound doctriue and diligence
"Ve do fully confide our Liccnce and Authority to act as Chaplain

9
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within (here insert the name of School) within our Diocese and
Jurisdiction with dutieH to in.ltruct in Church doctrine and conduct
the Services in the Chapel or other place approved by us and
perform other EccleHiastical duties belonging to the said Office
according to the form prescribed io the Book of Common Prayer
made and published by authority of Parliament and the Canons
ConstiluliooH and Ordinances in that bl'half lawfully established
and promulgated and not othenvise or in any other manner (you
having duly made and subscribed such Declaration and taken and
subscribed sucb Oaths as are rcquired by law to be subscribed made
and taken).

And we require and appoint that you reside
Or at some other place app,oved by us.

Thi3 Licence shall he at any time revocable at our will and pleasure.
GIVEN undcr thc Seal of the See of Sydney which in this bchalf
j. used thi. day of in the year of Our Lord One thOlt'and
Nine hundred and and of our Con'l'cration thc and

of our Translation.

REGISTERED AT SYDNEY
the day and year within
written. By mc

REGISTRAR

SECOND SCHEDULE

(Herc iosert the name of tha Archbishop), by Divina Providence
ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY AND METROPOLITAN
to our heloved in Christ Clerk
Gf{EETING, We do by these Presents give and grant linto yOll in
whosc fidelity moralH lcnrnhlg sound doctrine nnd diligence We
do fully confide our Licence and Authority to act ns Assistant
Chaplain within (here insert the name of the School) within out
Diocese and Jurisdiction with duties to assist the Chaplain of
the said School to instruct in Church doctrine and conduct the
Services in the Chapel Or other place approved by us and perform
other ecclesiastical duties belonging to the said Office according
to the form prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer made and
published by authority of Parliament nnd the Canons Constitutions
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and Ordinances. in tha~ behalf lawfully established and promulgated
and not otherWise or In any oUler manner; (you having duly made
and subscribed such Declaration and taken and subscribed such
Oaths as are required by law to be subscribed made and taken).

And We require and appoint that you reside
or at some other place approved by us.
This Licence. shall be at any time revocahle at our will and pleasure.

GIVEN under the Seal of the See of Sydney which in this behalf
is uset1 this day of in the year of Our Lord One thousand
Nine hundred and and of our Consecration the and

of our Tr.lnslntioll.

REGISTERED AT SYDNEY
the day and year within
written. By me

REGISTHAH

THIRD SCHEDULE

(Here insert the name of the Archbishop), by Divine Providence
,\RCHDISHOl' OF SYDNEY AND METROPOLITAN
to our beloved in Christ Clerk
GREETING, WE at tJ", request (or with the approval of (here
insert the name of the School Council) the said (here insert
the name of the School Council) having first signified to us in
writing dilly authorised its (or his or her or their) acceptance
of the several provisions of the School Chapels and Chaplains
Ordinance 1954 as bhlding upon the said school in SO far as the
mme can apply to it DO BY THESE PRESENTS give and grant
unto you in whose fidelity .morals learning sound doctrine and
(jiligence we do fullY coufide our Licence and Authority to
act as Chaplain within the said school within our Diocese and
Jurisdiction with duties to instruct in Church doctrine and con·
duct the Services in the Chapel or other place approved by uS
and perform other Ecclesiastical duties belonging to the said Office
according to the form preseribed in the Book of Common Prayer
made and publishcd by authority of Parliament and the Canons
Constitutions and Ordinances in that behalf lawfully established
and promulgated and not otherwise or in any other manner (you

II
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haVing duly' made and subscribed such Declaration and taken and
subscribed such Oaths as are required by law to be subscribed
made and taken).

And we require and appoint that you reside
or at some other place approved by us.
This Licence shall be at any time revocable at our will and pleasure.

GIVEN under the Seal of the See of Syduey which in this behalf
is used this day of in the year of Our Lord One thousand
Nine hundred and and of our Consecration the and

of our Translation.

HEGISTERED AT SYDNEY
the day and year within
written. By me

REGISTRAH

I certify that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with
the Ordinance ns reported.

W. G. HILLIARD, Bishop,
Chairman of Committees.

We certify that this Ordinance was passed by the Synod of
the Diocese of Sydney this 22nd day of October, 1954.

S. H. DENMAN,
Secretary of the Synod.

I assent to this Ordinance.

22/10/1954.

H. V. ARCHlNAL,
Deput)' Secretary of the Synod.

HOWARD SYDNEY,
Archbishop of Sydney.




