
Parishes Ordinance 1979

No. 42, 1979

AN ORDINANCE to goVern the creation and revocation of
ecclesiastical districts in the Diocese of Sydney.

WHEREAS it is expedient for the provisions relating to the creation
and revocation of ecclesiastical districts in the Diocese of Sydney
to be simplified and amended NOW the Synod of the Diocese of
Sydney HEREBY ORDAINS DECLARES DIRECfS AND RULES
as follows:- .

. DEFINITIONS
1. (l) For the purposes of this ordinance:- .'

(a) "Archbishop" means the Archbishop of Sydney for the timll
being, any Commissary duly appointed by him or any
Administrator of the Diocese, .

(b) except where otherwise provided by sub-clauses (2) and
(3) of this clause "ArchblShop-in·Council" means the Arch
bishop acting on the advice of Standing Committee,

(c) except where otherwise provided by sub-clauses (2) and (3)
of this clause "Standing Committee" means the committee
constituted. under that. name' by the Standing Committee'
Ordinance 1897-1948,

(d) "former ordinance" means the Parisbesand provisional
Districts Ordinance 1961-1976,

(e) "ecclesiastical district" means:
(i) every parish, provisional . parish, provisional. district,

new housing district· an(\ .other ecclesiastical district
constituted under or recogl1ised~.such{or the purposes
of the former ordinance, and' .' . .

(Ii) every parish and provisional parish constituted under
or recognised as such for the. purposes of'· this
ordinance,. . '

(f) "parish council" means' the body of persons,· who arebr.
exercise the powers of.a parish coUncil under theprovisi()ns
of the Sydney Church Ordinance 1912 (as amended),

(g) "financial year" means. a periodi:lf twelve cale.ndar. monthS
beginning on the lst of January ""'C' the •first such period
being that beginning on the 1st of January 1980, and

(h) "local revenues" in. relation to an ecclesiastical district.means
aU nioneysreceived for the benefit. of that. ecclesiastical
district but does not include either income from pA'operty
or moneys giVen to the ecclesiastical district by any body'
corporate or organisation created or .regnlated by an .ordin
ance of the Synod or the Standing Committee.. '.'

(2) Subject to sub-clause (4), in aU matters affecting .an
eCclesiastical district which ds \'IltoUy. within the Tegion inwhiclUhe
Bishop in parramatta I.O::lercises episcopal oversight, "Archbishop-in.
Council" shall meant~{eBishop in Parramatta acting on the advice
of the Parramatta Anglican Regional· Coun.cil .and "Standing Corn
mittee" shall meantheParramatta.Anglican Regional. CounCil•. '.

. (3) Subject IOsub,clause (4), in all matters ·affecting an'
eccleSiastical district which is wholly. within the. zone over which
t.!,\~ llishopin '\Volloagong exen;ises episcopal oveJt!ight. "Archbishop-.
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in-Council" shall mem the Bishop in Wollongong acting 'on the
advice of the Wollon;gong Zone Council and "Sianding Committee"
shall mean the Wollongong Zone Council.

(4 ) Where, but for this sub-clause, this ordinance, in relation to
a matter, confers any jurisdiction or imposes any 'Obligation on any
two or more of

(a) the Archbishop,
(b) the Bishop referred to in 8ub-clause(2),
(c) the Bishop referred to in sub-clause (3),

then that jurisdiction shall be exercised or those obligations shall be
performed by the Archbishop or by whichever: of the said Bishops
the Archbishop may nominate and where, bu

'
, for this sllb-clause,

this ordinance" in relation to a matter, confers liny jurisdiction or
imposes any obligation on any two or more of

(i) the Standing Committee,
(ii) the Council referred to in sub-clause, (2),

(iii) the Council referred to in sub-clause (3),
then that jurisdiction shall be exercised or those obligations shall
be performed by the Standing Committee or by Whichever of the
said Councils the Standing Committee, by .resolution, may nominate.

(5) The headings in this ordinance have been :nserted as a
matter ,of convenience only and shall not limit or restrict the pro
visions of this ordinance in any \\lay.

(6) '[his ordinance may be cited as "Parishes Ordinance 1979".

TRANSITIONAL PR.OVISIONS
2. (l) The provisions of this ordinunce shall take effect on and
from 1st of December 1979.

(2) On the date of commencell1ent of this ordinance thepro
vision, of the former ordinance shall, cease to, have MY effect except
insofar as it relates to new housing districts and, to the formation
of a new housing district.
3. (1) Every ecclesiastical distdct being, immediately before the
date of commencement of this ordinance, a provisional district under
the former ordinance shall be a provisional parish for the purposes
of this ordinance. , " . '

(2) Every ecclesiastical district being, imJnediately before the
date of commencement of this fJrdinance, a provisional parish, under
the provisions of the former ordinance shall, on and from the 31st
of May 1980, be a parish. for the purposes of this ordinance unless:-

(a) the Minister licensed, thereto or in charge thereof by virtue
of an appointment made pursutult to clause 55 of the Sydney
'Church Ordinance 1912 (as amended) notifies the'Arch
bishop, by writing" before the date of the annual vestry
meeting of that f;Cclesiastical district in 1980 and notifies
the persons present at that vestry meeting that he desires
that the ecclesia~tical district remain a provisional parish
for the purposes, of this ordinance,and

(b) the fo1l9wing ~esolutionis put to and passed by such
meeting, name[y:--

"That . this provisional parish ,remain a provisional
parish u!!,der the Parishes Ordinance 1979", and
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(c) written notification of such resolution being passed is f,iven
to the Archbishop before the 31st of May 19~O,

in which event that ecclesiastical district'shall be a. provisional parish
for the purposes of this ordinance. The business of that vestry meeting
shall include the consideration of the said resolution.

(3) Every ecclesiastical district. being, immediately befnre thl}
date of commencement of this ordinance, a parish under the former
ordinance shall be a parish for the purposes of this ordinance•

. (4) If any dispute shall arise as to the classification of any
ecclesiastical district under this ordinance,' such dispute.shall be
determined by the Archbishop-in-Council whose decision, when siven,
shall be final and binding. -\

(5) For the purpose of the Diocesan Income and ExpenAliure '
Ordinance 1979 it shal1 be assumed that no change is made in the
classification of any ecclesiastical district by virtue of this clause
until the 31st of December 1980 but this sub-clause shrill not limit
the discretion conferred on the Standing Committee by clause 8(2)
of the Assessment Authorisation Ordinance 1975 in allY case other
than a change made pursuant to this clause.

PROP9SAL TO CHANGE CLASSIFICATION

4. (I) A proposal:-
(a) to form a new ecclesiastical district" other than a new

housing district,
(b) to change a provisional parish to a parish,
(c) to change a parish to a provisional parish other than pur

suant to clause 8. of this ordinance, or'
(d). to. revoke an ecclesiastical district,

may be made:-
(i) by the Archbishop,

(li) by the Minister (if any). licensed to the ecclesiastical dis
trict to which such proposal relates,

(iii) by the churchwardens (if any) of any church within the
ecclesiastical district to which such proposal relates, or

(iv) by twentY persons resident in the r)cclesiastical district to
which the proposal relates being pe17Jons of at least eighteen
years of age, members of the Church of England in Australia
(in the case ofa proposal under paragraph (a)of this
sub-clause) or (in any other cas-c) twenty persons being
persons entitled to"'take part in a vestry meeting held in
theecclesinstical district to whic\t the .proposal relates.

(2) Every proposal under sub-claus', (I) of this clause shall
be in writing. "

(3) Every proposal under paragraph (a) of sub-claiJse ..(l) of
this clause shall contain:~ . . . ..', ,.

(a) a description of the bO\lndarieS of the proposed ecclesiastical
district and a plan on which the boundaries of the proposed
ecclesiastical district are shoj-vn, .' . .' . ' .

(b) a plan indicating the boundades.of all ecclesiastical distrir.ts
from which territory shaUbe taken to foni! the proposed
ecclesiastical district;
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the Minister licensed to each ecclesiastical distI'ict from
which territory shall be taken to form the proposed ecclesL-
as'4dil district, .. ' .... .' .' • ."

(b) tli\\'Ministe..·' ilct:nsed to each ecclesiastical district. which
wil.\adipli(the prop~d.~ecclesiastical district but from' which

. teUitoryshall .not be tak~n to form the proposedecclesi,
astical district, \,..'

(..:) the Assistant Bishop and Archdeacon within whose region
.'. .. the ecclesiastical· district lies, and . '. . "
(d) the. Rural Dean of the Rural Deanery within which tho

proposed ecclesiastical district will be si,!uated.

4

.<c) particularilof all church trust property then or which will
br., held in trust Jor the' proposed ecclesiastical district, an
citimate of value of the items thereof and particulars of
all moneys owing on or in connection with the acquisition
of the same,

(d) an estimate of the number of families and single persons
residing within the boundaries of the proposed ecclesiast~cal
district claiming adherence to the Church of England in
Australia,

(e) where. possible,an estimate of the number of persons resid
ing within the boundaries' of the proposed ecclesiastical
district who may be expected to become members of any
congregation established within the proposed ecclesiastical
dislrict, and

(f) a name Jor such proposed ecclesiastical district,
and shall be signed by the person or persons making the same
and, except where made by the Archbishop, shall be presented to
the ArChbishop by th~\person or persons making the same.

(4) Every proposa\\under paragraphs (b), (c) or (d) of sub
clause (l) of this claus,~\ shall contain:-

(a) particulars of all church trust property held in trust for the
ecclesiastical district to which such proposal relates,

(b) an estimate of the number of famihesand single persons
residing within such ecclesiastical district claiming adherence
to the Church of England in Australia,

.(c) an estimate. .of the number of persons who are members
of the congregation or congregations within such ecclesi
astical district and who regularly me.et for worship within
the boundaries of such ecclesiastical district, and

.(d) 1\ summary of the financial standing of such ecclesiastical
district, . .

and ~hallbe signed by the person or persons making the saine and,
except where made by the Archbishop, shall be presented to the
Archbishop by the person or persons making the same.

(5) Every proposal under. paragraph (d) of sub-clause (1) of
this clause shall also indicate by means of a plan and a description
'the ecclesiastical district or districts to which the territory comprised
in the ecclesiastical district proposed to be revoked shall be assigned
upon such revocation.. . . . .... .
• .(6) The Archbishop shall send or c;luse to be sent a copy of.
everyprollosal under paragraph (a) of sub-clause (1) of this clause'"
to:--

(a)
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(7) Every Minister to vihom such. a proposal is referred pur.
suant to paragraph (a) or (b) of su1>-clause(6), within one month

'after receiving the copy of the proposal or within such further time
as the Archbishop may authorise in writing sent to the Minister,
shall consuit:- . ,

(a) with the churchwardens (if any) of every church building
in the ecclesiastical district to which he is licensed or of
which he is in charge, .and ,

(b) in the case of a Minisler to whom the proposal is referre~
pursuant to paragraph (0.) of sub.clause (6), with thoSe~,
persons present at a vestry meeting convened by him and .
the said churchwardens for that purpose in accordance. with
the Sydney Church Ordinance 1912. (as amended),

and shall send to the Archbishop a written .report as to the reasons
for or· against sueh proposal offered by the said churchwardens,
by the said vestry meeting (in the case of a proposal referred
pursuallt to paragraph (Q) of su1>-clause (6». and by him. Any
such report received after three months of the date on which a
copy of the proposal is sent to such Minister and any. representations
made by the Rural Dean after three months of the date on which
the proposal is sent to' him may be disregarded l\nd shall not prevent
effect being given under this ordinance, to any proposaL

(8) Insu1>-clauses (6) and (7), the word "Mtnister" includes
any person appointed, pursuant to clause SS of the"Sydney Ghurch
Ordinance 1912 (as amended). .' . .... ..... ......

(9) The Archbishop shall send to the Secretary of the Standing
Committee a copy of every proposal ullder sub.~clause (1). of this.
clause and such report (if any) Illade pursuantto su1>-clause (7)
of this clause and of. any rep~esentations •made by the.• R:urlll Dean;
S. .' (l) The. Standing COrIllulttee shall investigate every proposal
and consider the terms of any report andrepresentiltions sent to its
Secretary pursuant to claus.e·4. . •. ' ." ." .' .• " . . '.'

(2) Subject to clause 6,every proposal,report and. repreSenta·
tion sent to the Standing Col11mittee pursuant to clause 4 shall be
laid before the Synod;lt its next prdin;ity session together with:

(a) particulars of .any amendments or modifications. recom·
mended by the StandmllColllmittee,and .. '•..•.. ' .• '.:

(b) a report by the Standing Committee as. to the desirability
or otherwise of giving effect ,,10 such a proposal" •.• •

provided that, where such proposal is received 1>Y the Standing Coni·
mittee less than three months prior to the first day of an ordin;ity
session of a. Synod,.sucbproposal, if the Standin~ Committee so
resolves, may be laid instead •before the next. ordmaty ses.sion. of
that Synod or, if there. is. no further ordin;itysession of that ~Ynod,·
then' before thef.irst ordin;ity sessionc'of the next S~od. ....••..••....•

(3) The Synod shall consider any such Proposallai4 ¥fore
it.. l1pon the assent "of the Synod being given by resolution'lo. such
proposa1.(withor wilhoutamendments) such propOsal; as amended
(if at all), shall' be •d.eemcd to have1>een. dfectell oJ!. the date on
which such assent is given Or on such other date (if any) lis may
be specified in the resolution. •.' .' •....... ..•. > .'

. (4) After,sucD a proposal has been effected,theStanding Gom
mittee shall consIder and may givedirectionsns to the. arrangements

r:;' . -. . -: > ..... -,' .- ., .... :..: " ", .- < c,· _.' ..-." .:" ,
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to be made in relation to all church trust property affected by such
change.
6. No proposp.l to change a provisional parish to a parish shall
be laid before the Synod by the Standing Committee unless the
Standing Committee is. satisfied that:~

(a) a stipend, being not less than the minimum stipend last
recommended by the Synod for the rector of a parish,
together with an adequate allowance for travelling expenses,
has been paid from local revenues to the Mini3ter thereof
during the financial year preceding the date on which such
proposal is received by the Standing Committee,

(b) all assessments payable by the provisional parish pursulUlt
to the General Assessment Authorisation Ordinance 1959
and the Special Purposes Assessment Ordinance 1958 and
all ordinancesamending or replacing either or both of these
ordinances prior to the' date on which such proposal is
laid before the Synod by, the Standing Committee have been
or will be paid,

(e) aU moneys payable in fI~lation to the Minister then licensed
to the prOVisional parish by way of contributions for super
annuallon and for long service leave prior to the date on
which such proposal is laid l:>efore the Synod by. the Standing
Committee have been or will be paid,

(d) a residenc" approved llS suitable by the Archbishop is avail
able for the Minister,

(e) a building is or buildings are available in the provisional
parish for use l:>y a 'Collgregation meeting for worship and
other purposes,

(f) such residence and building or buildings are in good con
dition and state of repair, are suitable for the purposes
to which they are to be put and the freehold thereof or
a leasehold thereof is vested in Church of England Property
Trust Diocese of Syditeyor in. trustees in trust for Ih"
provisional parish,. . .

(g) the provisional parish is able to service aU its debts,
(h) the provisional parish is in a sound financial condition.

POWER OF THE ARCHBISHOP TO CREATE A PROVISIONAL
PARISH

7. '(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of clauses 4 and 5 of this
ordinance, the Archbishop may create a. new provisional parish by
an. instrument which:~

(a) contains a description of the boundaries of the proposed
provisional parish,

(b) specifies a dale from. which such new provisional parish
shall be deemed to have been created, and

(e) is signed by fiim,'
Acopy .of every such instrument shall be sent to the Secretary
of the Standing Committee as soon as reasonably possible after It
has been signed;: . .' .

(2) Each such n;ew provisional parish shall be deemed. to have
been. created onthei;' (tate specified in such instrument and" shall
continue in existence, for such period as the Synod ortli::. Standing
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Committee shall determine by resolution from· time to time but,
failing any such determination, shall continue for three years from
the date specified in such instrument. Upon any such new provisional
parish ceasing to exist the territory comprised therein shall revert
to the ecclesiastical districts from which It was taken provided that,
If the Archbishop-In-Council determines that any such reversion is
inappropriate, the said territory shall be assigned to any adjoining
ecclesiastical district or ecclesiastical districts in such manner as the
Archbishop-In-Council may determine.

CHANGE IN CLASSIFICATION
8. (I) If, In relation to a parish, in respect or each of three
consecutive financial years, the aggregate of:-

(a) the stipend and travelling allowance (excluding any allow
ance for distance travelled) payable to the Minister licensed
to a parish, and

(b) the ainount of all contributions payable In relation to the
Minister then licensed to the parish by way of contribution
for superannuation and for long service leave in respect
of those financial years;

exceedS the local revenues of that parish received during each such
financial year, such parish shall cease to be a parish. on the last
day of the next following financial year or such later date. as shell
be determined by Standing Committee and, on that day or date
become a provisional parish provided that the Standing Committee
or the Synod by resolution may determine, at any time during that
following financial year, that this clause shall not apply to.a parish
specified in the resolution for such period.as the. Standing Comrnlttee'
may determine by resolution.

(2) Where any parish. becomes a provisional parish pursuant
te; this clause the licence of the Minister licensed thereto shall remain
In full force and effect subject to the.samequalifications< (if any)
to which the licence was subject prior to such change· and the
Minister licensed thereto at the. time of such change shall. continue,
so lOng as he remains licellsed. thereto, to be regarded, fer the
purposes of any recommendation made by the Synod or Its Standing
Committee concerning the stipends and allowances paid to or in respect
of clergymen, to be. a. rector of a parish. . ','

ALTERATION ORDEFINITION OF BOUNDARIES
9. (l) The Standing Committee, by resolution, may alter, clarify
or define the boundaries afany one or more ecclesiastical districts
without forming an additional ecclesiastical district if a. majority
pf the members of the' parish .counciL (if any) of'l:'ach ecclesiastiCal
dlstrict,thebo~daries of which will be altered, clai'lfled.or ·defined
thereby, consent thereto.

(2) If any person requests the Standing Committee to alter,
clarify or. define the boundaries of anyone or more ecclesiastical
districts without fonning an additional ecclesiastical. district. and:'-,

(a) the Standing COll1mittee declines to do so, or
(1)) a .majority of the .membersof the parish council of an

ecclesiastical district the b0!lndaries of which will be. altered~
clarified or dllfined the'leby fails to ~ve its consent within

'1
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• a period of two. months of being requested by the Standing
Committee or such'person so to' do,

the Registrar, the Minister or a parishioner or any ecclesiastical district
which would be effected by such a request may request the Standing
Committee to refer the matter to the Synod. Upon such request
being made, the Standing Committee shall (unless the Standing Com
mittee considers the proposal to be frivolous or vexatious) refer
the matter to the' next ordinary session of Synod together with its
report thereon provided that,' if such request is made within three
months prior to the commencement of the first day of the ordinary
session of a Synod..,the Standing Committee may instead refer such
request to -the next ordinary session of that Synod or, if there is
no further ordinary session of that Synod, then to the first ordinary
session of the next Synod. The Synod, by resolution, shall grant
(with or without modifications) or reject every such request referred'
~~ '.

(3) Upon a resolution. of the Standing Committee being passed
pursuant to sub-clause (1) of this clause and upon the Synod
gral).ting (with or without modifications) a request pursuant to sub
clause (2) of this clause, the, alteration clarification or definition
dealt with therein shall be effected upon the date specified in such
resolotion of ·the Standing Committee or Synod as the case may be.

AMALGAMATION QF ECCLESIASTICAL DISTRICfS
10.(1) The Standing Committee, by resolution, may amalgarnate
two or more ecclesiastical distticts to form a parish or a provisional
parish provided that no such 'resolution shall be passed unless:.,.-

(i) the Minister licensed to one. of the ecclesiastical. districts
the subject of •. the proposed ,resolution has consented in
writingto the proposal embodied in the proposed reSOlution,

(ii) there is no Minister licensed. to any other of the ecclesi
astical districts the subject of the resolution,and

; (iii) by. resolution, tho. Jlarish councils (lfany) of the ecclesi
astical districts the subject of the ,proposed resolution have
npprovedof such amalgamation. . " .

(2) Forthe purposes of sub-clause (1):-
(a) nnnmalgamatioD shnll be effected on the date. on which

the resolution 'effecting the snme is passed unless some
othercdate is specified in the resolution In which event the
amnlgamation, shall bear be deemed to•.have b'een effected
on thnt ,other date" and .' ..

(tI) a person 'or a parish council shall be deemed .to have
consented. to or 'approved of. an ;amalgamation unless that
person or parish council records 'its rensons for, opposing
the amalgamation' :andgiveswritten notice thereof to' the
Secretary, of, the Standing Conunittee within, three months
ot being invited so to"do. " '.'

RESP()NSffiILmEsOF. MINISTERS
After the provisions Of this Ordinance hIke effect:-
(a) the Minister officiating iIi a Parish shall be subject to· the

same responsibilities as a MiDisterofficiatinlZ in a parish was
subject to 'prior to tliis Ordinance taking effect. and
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(b) except as provided in clause 8(2). a Minister officiating in
a provisional PlU'ish shall be subject to the same responsibi
lities as a Minister officiating in a provisional parish· or
provisional district was subject to prior to this Ordinance'
taking effect.

12. The Synod Representation and Membership Ordinance 1945-1975
is amended by the insertion of the following paragraphs at the end
of clause 1;-

"(5) An ecclesiastical district being a. provisional parish con
stituted under or recognised as such for the purposes of
the Parishes Ordinance 1979 shall be. deemed a separate
cure of souls for the purpose of synod representation pro
vided that no such meeting as aforesaid in a provisional
parish shall choose more than one representative.

(6) Where an ecclesiastical district being a parish becomes a
provisional. parish the existing representntives of that parish
elected to Synod shall continue in office Until the expiration
of the Synod then current but thereafter While the district
remains a provisional parish it shall only be entitled to
elect one representative to Synod."

13. The Sydney Church Ordinance 1912·1978. is amended by the
insertion of the foHowing words at the end of sub-paragraph (I:)
of the definition in paragraph. (8) of clause 3 ·of the word "Parish";~

"and (d) a provisional parish being a provisional parish con
stitutedunder or recognised as such for the purposes of the
Parishes Ordinance 1979". .

14. The Presentation and Exchange Ordinance 1933-1975 is amended
by adding the foHowing words .at . the end of the definition of
"Parish" in paragraph (d) of clause 2;~ .

"or of a. provisional parish constituted under'. or recognised. as
such for the purpose.~ of the Padshes Ordirmnce1979".

15. On the date of commencement oUhis ordinance, a reference in
any other ordinance or. any .other document to. a provisional parish,
provisional district or district shall be deemed to be it reference to
a provisional parish constituted under or recognised as such for
the purposes of this ordinance.

I certify that. the Ordinance as printed IS in accordallse with th~
Ordinance as reported.

M. t..LOAJliB, •
Archbishop of Sydney,
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4/10/1979.

E. b. CAMERON,
. .• . . • •.... ". . .... ..' Cflairmanof Committees,

We certify that this .Ordinance was passel\ hy th'e Synod ofri'the
Diocese of Sydney tbis folIrtb day of October 1379. j/.;-;

R.J.llOMFORD,
W, G. S. GOTLEY,
Secretaries of Syno~.

1 assent to this Ordinance. '.


