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Parishes Ordinance 1979

No. 42, 1979

AN ORDINANCE to govern the creation and revocation of
ecclesiastical districts in the Diocese of Sydney.

WHEREAs. it is expedient for the provisions relating to the creation
and revocation of ecclesiastical districts in the Diocese of Sydney
to be simplified and amended NQOW ‘the Syriod of the Diocese of
Sydfmi,ly HEREBY ORDAINS DECLARES DIRECTS AND RULES
as follows:— .

. . DEFINITIONS
1.~ (1) For the purposes of this ordinance:— :

(a) “Archbishop” means the Archbishop of Sydney for the time
being, any Commissary duly appointed- by him or any
Administrator of the Diocese, )
except wheré otherwise. provided by sub-clauses (2) and
(3) of this clause “Archbishop-in-Council” means the Arch-
bishop -acting on the advice of Standing Comimittee, : -
(c) except where otherwise provided by sub-clauses (2) and (3)

(b

~

of this clause “Standing Committee” means the committee

constituted under that name by the Standing Committee:
Ordinance 1897-1948,

~

(d

( Districts. Ordinance 1961:1976, .
e

“ecclesiastical district” means:

~

- new hounsing district- and other ecclesiastical - district
constituted under or recoguised -as.such for the purposes
.. of the former ordinance, and. - )
(ii)- every parish and provisional parish constituted undeér
) or.- recognised. as’ such for the purposes of: this
- ordinance, - g . : L
. (f). “parish council” méans the body of persons, who are or

“former ordinance” means the - Paristies ‘and Provisional .

(i} every parish, provisional parish, provisional district,

exercise the powers of a parish council under the.provisions

of the Sydney Church Ordinance 1912 (as amended), -
“financial year” means a_ period of twelve calendar. months:

~r

(g

beginning on the 1st of January —- the first such period.

: being that beginning on the Ist of January 1980, and
(h) *“local revenues” in relation to an ecclesiastical district means

all mioneys réceived for the benefit of that ecclesiastical

district but does not- include either- income from: pxog%rgx o
v -

or -moneys- given to the- ecclesiastical district by any

corporate or organisation created or regulated by an ordin- -

ance of the Synod or the Standing Committee.” '

(2) Subject to sub-clause (4), in all matters affecting an
ecclesiastical district which .is- wholly. within the region in which the
Bishop_in Parramatta zuiercises episcopal oversight, “Archbishop-in-:
Council” shall mean tie Bishop in Parramatta acting on the advice
‘of the Parramatta Anglican' Regional: Council and “Standing Com-
mittee” shall mean ‘the Parramatta. Anglican- Regional. Coungil. .

- (3) ‘Subject to sub-clause. (4), -in .all. matters -affécting . an: '

ecclesiastical -district which. is.‘whoily within the zone over which

the, Rishop. in Wollqngong' exercises. episcopal oveljgight, “‘Archbishop-~ o
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in-Council” shall mean the Bishop in Wollongong acting ‘on the
advice of the Wollonzong Zone Council and “Sianding Committee”
shall mean the Wollongong Zone Council.

(4) Whiere, but for this sub-clause, this ordinance, in relation to
a matter, confers any jurisdiction or imposes any obligation on any
two or more of

(a) the Archbishop, . |

(b) the Bishop referred to in sub-clause. (2),

(c¢) the Bishop referred to in sub-clause (3), .
then that jurisdiction shall be exercised or those obligations shall be
performed by the Archbishop or by whichever: of the said Bishops
the Archbishop may nominate and where, but for this sub-clause,
this ordinance, -in relation to a matter, confers any jurisdiction or
imposes any obligation on any two or more of

(i) the Standing Committee, .

(ii) the Council referred to in sub-clause: (2),

(iii) the Council referred to in sub-clause (3), .
then that jurisdiction shall be exercised or those obligations shall
be performed by the Standing Committee 'or by whichever of the
said ‘Councils the Standing' Committee, by resolution, may nominate.

(5) The hLeadings in this ordinance have been ‘nsérted as a
matter of convenience only and shall not limit or restrict the pro-
visions of this ordinance in any way.

(6) This ordinance may be cited as “Parishes Ordinance 1979™,

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

2. (1) The provisions of this ordinance shail take effect on and
from 1st of December 1979,

(2) On the date of commencemient of this ordinance the pro-
vision of the former ordinance shall, cease to have any effect except
insofar as it relates to new housing districts and to the formation
of a new housing district.

3. (1) Every ecclesiastical district being, immediately before the
date of commencement of this ordinance, a provisional district under.
the former ordinance shall be a provisional parish for the purposes
of this ordinance. .= | :

(2) Every ecclesiastical district being, iminediately before the
date of commencément of this ordinance, a “provisional parish. under
the provisions of the former ordinance shall, on and from the 31st
of May 1980, be a parish for the purposes of this ordinance unless:—

(a) the Minister licensed. thereto or in charge thereof by virtue

of an appointment made pursuant to clause 55 of the Sydney
Church Ordinance. 1912 (as amended) notifies: the*Arch-
bishop, by writing, before the date of the annual vestry
meeting of that ecclésiastical district in 1980 and notifies
the persons present at that vestry meeting that he desires
that “the ecclesiastical district remain’ a provisional parish

for ‘the purposey of this ordinance, and o :
- (b) the following resolution is put to and passed by such
meeting, namefy;— e .
“That this ‘provisional' patish remain a provisionat

parish, under the Parishes Ordinance 1979"; and . -
i ) ;
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(c) written notification of such resolution being passed is given
to the Archbishop before the 31st of May 1980, .
in which event that ecclesiastical district shall be a provxslonal parish
for the purposes of this ordinance. The business of that vestry mezeting
shall include the consideration of the said resolution..

(3) BEvery ecclesiastical district being, immediately- before the
date of commencement. of this ordinance, a parish under the former
ordinance shall be a parish for the purposes of this ordinance.

. (4) If any dispute shall arise as to the classification of any
ecclesiastical district under this ordinance,  such dispute .shall be
determined by the Archbxshop-m-Councll whose decision, when ngen,
shall be final and binding,

(5) For the purpose of the Diocesan Income and Bxpendnture !
Ordinance 1979, it shall be assumed. that no change is made in the
classification of any ecclesiastical district by virtue -of ‘this clause
until the 31st of December 1980 but. this sub-clause shill not limit
the discretion conferred on the Standing Committee by clause 8(2)
of the Assessment Authorisation Ordinance 1975 in any case other
than a change made pursuant to this clause,

PROPOSAL TO CHANGE CLASSIFICATIONV

4. (1) A proposali—

(a) to form a new ecclesiastical district, other than a new
housing district,

(b) tochangea provnslonal parish to a.parish,

(c) to change a parish to a provisional parish other than pur-
suant to clause 8 of this ordinance, or

(d). torevoke an ecclesiastical district,

may be made:—

(i) by the Archbishop,

(ii) by the Minister (if any) licensed to the ecclesnastxcal dis:
trict to which such proposal relates, .

(iii) by the churchwardens (if any) of any church within the
ecclesinstical district to which such proposal relates, or

(iv) by twenty persons resident in the ecclesiastical district tn
which the proposal relates being persons of at least eighteen
years of age, members of the Church of England in Australia
(in' the case of a proposal under paragraph (a) -of this
sub-clause) or (in_any other case) twenty persons. being
persons enfitled to~take part in a vestry meeting held in
the ecclesiastical district to which-the proposal relates.

(2) Every proposal under sub-clauss (1) ‘of this clause shall .

be in writing. ;

(3) -Every proposal under paragraph (a) of sub-clause.(1) of

this' clause shall contain:—

(a) a description of tho boundaries of the proposed ecclesmstxcal‘
district and a plan on which the boundaries of the proposed '
ecclesiastical -district are shoivn,

(b) a plan indicating the boundaiies of all eccleslastlcal districts

" from which ‘territory shall ‘be taken to form the proposed
ecclesiastical -district;

.
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:(¢) ‘particulars of all church trust property then or which will
be, held irv trust for the -proposed ecclesiastical district, an
estimate of value of the items thereof and particulars: of
all moneys owing on or in connection with the acquisition
of the same, . .

(d) an estimate of the number of families and single persons
residirig’ within the boundaries of the proposed ecclesiastical
district claiming adherence to the Church of England in

" Australia,

(e) where. possible, an estimate of the number of persons resid-

ing within the boundaries of the proposed ecclesiastical

. district who may be expected to become members-of any
congregation established within the proposed ecclesiastical
disirict, and X

(f) a name for such proposed ecclesiastical district,
and shall be signed by the person or persons making the same
arid, except where made by the Archbishop, shall be presented to
the Archbishop by -the, person or persons making the same.

(4) Every proposal‘under paragrapbs (b), (¢) or (d) of sub-
clause (1). of this clausy shall containi— R

(a) particulars of all church trust property held in trust for the
ecclesiastical district to which such_proposal relates,

(b) an estimate of the number of families and single persons

_residing within such ecclesiastical district claiming adherence
to the Church of England in Australia,

«(c) an -estimate. of the number of persons who are members
of the congregation or congregations. within such ecclesi-
astical district and who. regularly meet for worship within
the boundaries of such ecclesiastical district, and

(d) g_stugn{nary of the financial standing of such ecclesiastical

istrict, o
and. shall be signed by the pérson or persons making the same and,
except where made by the Archbishop, shall be presented to. the
Archbishop by the: person or persons making the same.

(5) Every proposal under paragraph (d) of sub-clause (1) of
this clause shall also indicate: by ‘means of a plan and a description
the ecclesiastical district or districts to- which the territory comprised
in the ecclesiastical district proposed to be revoked shall be assigned
upon: such revocation. N . .
= {6) The Archbishop shall send or cause to be sent a copy of.
every proposal under paragraph (a) of sub-clause (1} of this clause .
toi—

. (a) the Minister licensed to each ecclesiastical district from
¢ which territory shall be taken to form the proposed ecclesi:

. . astiedl district, - : : e
(b thYy Minister~licsnsed to each ecclesiastical district. which
wiladicin the proposed ecclesiastical district but from which

- tetfiiory -shall not be taken to form the proposed -ecclesi-

.. astical district, " IR

() the Assistant Bishop. and Archdeacon within whose region
.. the ecclesiastical district lies, and. = - Lot 5
(d) ‘the: Rural: Dean of: the Rural Deanery ‘within which the
: proposed ecclesiastical district will be situated. ' .

4
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(7) Every Minister to whom such a proposal is- referred pur-
suant to paragraph (a) or (b) of sub-ciause (6), within one month
‘after receiving the copy of the proposal or within such further time- -
as the Archbishop may authorise in writing sent to the: Minister, -
shall consuit:— R .

(a) with the churchwardens (if any). of every church building

in the ecclesiastical district to which he is licensed or of =
which he is in charge, and B : o
(b) in the case of a Minister to whom the proposal:is referred
pursuant to. paragraph (o) of sub-clause (6), with - those>:,
persons present at a vestry meeting convened by him and
the said churchwardens for that purpose in accordance with:
the Sydney Church Ordinance 1912 (as amended),
and shall send to the Archbishop a written report as to the reasons
_ - for or-.against such proposal offered by the said churchwardens,
- by the said vestry meeting (in the case of a proposal referred .
pursuant to paragraph (o) of sub-clause (6)) and by him. Any
such report received after three months of the date on which a
copy of the proposal is sent to such Minister and any Tepresentations
made by the Rural Dean after thrée months. of the date on which
the proposal is sent to-him may be disregarded and. shall not prevent
. effect being given under this ordinance, to any proposal..

(8) In.sub-clauses (6) and (7); the word. “Minister” includes
any . person appointed. pursuant to clause 55 of the "Sydney. Church
Ordinance 1912 (as amended). v o

(9) The Archbishop shall send to. thé Secretary of the Standing -
Committée .a copy of every proposal under sub-clause (1)_of this -
clause and.such report (if any) made pursuant to sub-clause (7).
of this clause and of any representations made by the Rural Dean.. -
5. (1) The Standing Comuittee -shall investigate - every: proposal -
and cousider the terms of any report and: representations sent.to its
Secretary pursuant to clause-4. - - . R el

(2) Subject to: clause 6, every proposal, report.and representas
. tion sent to. the Standing Comimittee pursuant to. clause 4 shall be;
laid before the Synod. at its next ordimary session togetheér withi—'

-~(a) particulars -of any amendments - or -modifications  récom-
. mended by ‘the Standing Committee, and. = = -/ -2

(b) a report by the Standing Committee. as to the. desirability

. or otherwise of giving. effect-to such a proposal; - -
provided that, where such proposal is received by the Standing Comi-
mittee less than three months prior to the first day. of an ordinary
session of a Synod, such.proposal, if thé Standing -Committee’ so
resolves, may be. laid instead before the next ordinary session. of :
that Synod or, if there is no further ordinary session of that Synod,::..
‘then before the first ordinary session”of the next: Synod. >+~ = ..

The Synod shall consider any such proposal laid ‘before -
it. Upon the assent of the Synod being given by resolution to. such - - ;
proposal. (with: or without amendments) such proposal, as amended
(if at-all), shall be deemed 1o have been. effected on the-date on. -
which such assent is given or on such other date (if ‘any) as. miay
be specified in. the resolution, - <~ ; o

“~(4) After.such a proposal has been effected; thé)‘Stal_ldin'g Com-
mittee shall consider ":‘mbd,mgy givg dircctions; as; gdthé;mjmngemcnts -

LS
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t(l>1 be made in relation to all church trust property affected by such

change. :

6. No proposal to change a provisional parish to. a parish shall

be laid before ‘the Synod by the Standing Committee unless the

Standing Committee is_satisfied that:— . N
(a) a stipend, being not less than the minimum stipend last

recommended by the Synod for the rector of a parish,
together with an adequate allowance for travelling expenses,
has been paid from local revenues to the Minister thereof
during the financial year preceding the date on which such
proposal is received by the Standing Committee,
(b) all assessments payable by the: provisional parish pursuant
to the General Assessment Authorisation Ordinance 1959
and the Special Purposes Assessment Ordinance 1958 and
all ordinances amending or replacing either or both of these
ordinances prior to the: date on which such proposal is
laid before the Synod by, the Standing Committee have been
or will be paid, =
(c) all moneys payable in relation to the Minister then licensed
- 'to the provisional parish by way of contributions for super-
annuation and for lonj; service leave prior to the date on
which such proposal is laid before the Synod by the Standing

Committee have been: or will be paid, j )

a residence approved as suitable by the Archbishop is avail-

able for the Minister, R

(e) a building is or buildings are available in the provisional
parish for use by a congregation meeting for worship and
other purposes,

() such residence and building or buildings are in. good con-
ditioh and state of repair; are suitable for the purposcs
to which they are to be put and the freehold thereof or
a leasehold thereof is vested in Church of England Property
Trust Diocese of Sydney or in trustees in trust for the
provisional parish, . .

(g) the provisional parish is able to service all its debts,

(h) the provisional parish is in a sound financial conditiori.

POWER OF THE ARCHBISHOP TO CREATE A PROVISIONAL
" PARISH - S

(d

~

7. \(1) Notwithstanding, the provisions of clauses 4 and 5 of this
ordinance, the Archbishop may credte a new provisional parish by
an. instrument whichi— s o
(a) contains a. description of the boundaries of the proposed
provisional parish, = :
(b) sgeclfxes a date from which such néw provisional parish
shall be deemed to have been created, and
() is signed by Him. . ST
A copy .of every such instrument shall be sent to the Secretary °
of the Standing ‘Comrnittee as soon as. reasonably possible: after it
has been signed; . :
(2) Each such new provisional parish. shall be déemed, to have
been created on thej date specified in: such- instrument  and,_ shall
continue in existence: for such. period as the Synod or thiz Standing

‘6
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Committee shall determine by resolution from. time to time but,
failing any such determination, shall continue for thrée years from
the date specified in such instrument, Upon any such new provisional
parish ceasing to exist the territory comprised therein shall revert
to the ecclesiastical districts from which it was taken provided that,
if the Archbishop-in-Council determines that any such reversion is
inappropriate, the said territory shall be assigned to any adjoining
ecclesiastical district or ecclesiastical districts in such manner as the
Archbishop-in-Council may determine. :

CHANGE IN CLASSIFICATION

8. (1) If, in relation to a parish, in respect of each of three
consecutive financial years, the aggregate of:— :
. (a) the stipend ‘and travelling allowance (excluding any allow-
. ance for distance travelled) payable to the Minister licensed
to a parish, and
(b) the amount of all contributions payable in relation to the
Minister then licensed to the parish by way of contribution
for superannuation and for long service leave in respect
of those financial years;
exceeds. the local revenues of that parish received during each such
financial year, such parish shall cease to be a parish on the last
day of the next following financial year or such later date as shall
be determined by Standing Committee. and, .on that day. or date
become a provisional parish provided that the Standing Committee
or ‘the Synod by resolution may determine, at any time during that
following financial year, that this clause shall not apply to a parish
specified in the resolution for such period as the Standing Committee:
may determine by resolution, . e N
(2) Where any parish. becomes a provisional parish pursuant
tc this clause the licence of the Minister licensed thereto shall remain
in full force and effect subject to the same qualifications (if any)
to which the licence was subject prior to such change and the
Minister licensed thereto at the time of such change shall continue,
§0 long as he remains licerised thereto, to be regarded, fer the
purposes of any recommendation made by the Synod or its Standing.
Commiittee concerning the stipends and allowances paid to or in respect:

of clergymen; to be a rector of aparish. B

ALTERATION OR-DEFINITION OF BOUNDARIES

9. (1) The Standing Committee, by resolution, may alter, clarify:

or, define the boundarics of any one or more ecclesiastical. districts

without. forming an_additional ecclesiastical district if a_ majority

" of the members of the parish council (if any) of ‘cach écclesiastical

district, the boundaries of which will be altered, clarified.or defined
thereby, consent thereto. . .

(2) If any person requests the Standing Committee to- alter,
clarify or_define the boundaries of any one or more 9cclesnashcal
districts ‘without forniing an' additional ecclesiastical district and:~

(a) the Stinding Committee declines to do.so, or .

(b) a_majority of the members of the parish council of an

ecclesiastical district the boundaries of which will be altered,
clarified or defined thezeby fails to give its consent within

7
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- a period of two months of being requested by the Standing
Committee or such‘person so to do,
the Registrar, the Minister or a parishioner or any ecclesiastical district
which would be effected by such a request may request the Standing
Committee to refer the matter to the Synod. Upon such request
being made, the Standing Committee shall (unless the Standing Com-
mittee considérs the proposal to be frivolous or vexatious) refer
the matter to the next ordinary session of Synod together with its
report thereon provided that, if such request is made within three
months prior to the commencement of the first day of the ordinary
session of a Synod,-the Standing Committée may instead refer such
request to -the next ordinary session of that Synod or, if there is
no further ordinary session of that Synod, then to the first ordinary
session of the next Synod. The Synod, by resolution, shall grant
(with or without modifications) or reject every such request referred -
to it. C
(3) Upon a resolution of the Standing Committee being passed
pursuant to sub-clause (1) of this clause and upon the Synod
granting (with or without modifications) a request pursuant to sub-
clause (2) of this clause, the alteration clarification or definition
dealt with therein shall be effected upon the date specified in such
resolution of ‘the Standing Committee or Synod as the case may be.

AMALGAMATION OF ECCLESIASTICAL DISTRICTS
10. (1) The Standing Committes, by resolution, may amalgamate
two or more ecclesiastical districts to form aparish or a provisional
parish_provided that no-such tesolution shall be passed unless:—
(i) the Minister licensed to one of the ecclesiastical districts
the subject of thé proposed resolution has consented in
writing to the proposal embodied in the proposed resolution,
(ii) there 18 no Minister licensed to any other of the ecclesi-
astical districts the subject of  the resoluticn, and
¢ (iii). by resolution, the parish councils (if ‘any) of the ecclesi-
i astical districts the subject of the proposed resolution havé
' approved of such amalgamation.
For the purposes of sub-clause (1):— )
an -amalgamation. shall be effected on' the date on which
the resolution ¢ffecting the same is ‘passed unless some
other:date is specified in the. resolution in which event the
amalgamation shall be ot be deemed to-have been effected
. . on that other date,.and - . . .~ : :
(B) a person’ or a parish council shall be deemed fo have
consented. to or approved: of’ an amalgamation unless that
- person or parish council records ‘its' reasons for opposing
the amalgamation “and gives. written notice thereof to ‘the
Secretary of the Standing Committeg within three months
- “of being invited so’to"do. S . : 5

@
(a

fardeny

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MINISTERS
11. After the provisions of this Ordinance take effect:—
. (a). the Minister .officiating 'ini & parish shall be subject to. the
..~ ‘sanme responsibilities as a Minister officiating in a parish was
' subject ‘to prior to this Ordinance {aKing effect, and’ '

<

g
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(b) except as provided in.clause 8(2), a Minister officiating in
a provisional parish shall be subject to the same responsibi-
lities as a Minister officiating in a provnsxonal parish - or

provisional district was subject. to' prior to this Ordinance-.

taking effect.
12 The Synod Representation and Membershlp Ordinance 1945-1975
is amended by the insertion of the following paragraphs at the end
of clause 1:—

*“(5) An ecclesiastical district being a provisional parish con-
stituted under or rccognised as such for the purposes of
the Parishes Ordinance 1979 shall be deemed a separate
cure of souls for the purpose of synod representation pro-
vided' that no such meeting as aforesaid in a provisional
parish - shall choose more than- one representative,

(6)- Where an ecclesiastical district heing a parish becomes a
provisional .parish the exxstmg representatnes of that parish
elected to Synod shall continue in office until the expiration.
of the Synod then current but thereafter while the district
remains a provisional parish it shall only be entitled to
elect one representative to Synod.”

13, The Sydney Church Ordinance 1912-1978 is ‘amended by the
insertion of the following words at the end of sub-paragraph (c)
of the definition in paragraph. (8) of clause 3 of the word “Parish”:—

“and (d) a provisional parish being a provisional parish con-

stituted ‘under or recognised as such for the purposes of the

Parishes Ordinance 1979,

14. The Presentation and Exchange Ordinance 1933-1975 is amended
by addmg the following words "at the end of the definition - of
“Parlsh in paragraph (d) of clause.2:—

“or of a provisional parish constituted: “under “or recogmsed as

such for the purposes of the Parishes Ordinarce .1979"."
15. On the date of commencement of this ordinance; a reference in
any other ordinance or_any other document to a provisional parigh,
provisional district or district shall be deemed ‘to be a reference to
a provisional parish constituted under or recognised - as such: for
the purposes of this ordinance.

I certify that .the Ordinance as prmted is in accordam‘e with the
Ordmance as reported.

“ B D (,AMERON
Chairman of Commxttees

>We certnfy that this Ordinarice  was passed ; by the Synod oﬁ'lthe
/

Diocese of Sydney this fourth day of October 1379,

- RoT. BOMFORD :

W. G. S..GOTLEY,
- ) Secretarxes of Synod
1 assent to this Ordinance. -

OANE; ,
o Archbxshop of Sydney
4/10/1979.
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