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Dear Synod 
 
Seafarers can be vulnerable when they are on a vessel away from any scrutiny. The captain 
is all powerful and the temptation to lower costs by reducing Seafarer costs tempts some 
companies. The loneliness created by, missing birthdays, weddings, funerals, and distance 
from loved ones is a heavy burden to bear.  The Mission to Seafarers in Sydney enjoys a 
long history addressing these issues and caring for Seafarers. The Mission to Seafarers in 
Sydney, began in 1881 and remains connected to the Anglican Church. The world has 
changed but the need of Seafarers has not and our drive to show Gods love in action 
continues to drive our actions.  
 
There are many ways to assess the need of Seafarers. Below we cluster these needs under 
a few headings to share the work in a concise form. 
 
Spiritual & Emotional 
We strive to create moments where Seafarers want to know more, want to ask why we do 
what we do, or ask for prayer and support. One example this year was a young man who’s 
wife had miscarried. He was so far away, he was hurting, he could not support his wife and 
family and they could not support him. He was having suicidal thoughts. We were able to be 
with him, listen to him, pray for him, tell him about Christ’s love, and support him to get back 
home. It sounds very simple as I share this, but it is highly complicated as he needed to 
navigate his company and Australian Border Force and the local agent to make it happen. 
He really appreciated the prayer and care for all involved. 
 
The Chaplains are proud to support brothers in need like this. 
 
Physical 
Seafarers need to escape, what a Captain referred to as “Our Steel Cage”, the vessel that 
they work on. The Mission to Seafarers collects them and brings them to the city where they 
can see a different world, grass, space, other people. They can breathe. This break away 
from the vessel allows them to return to work renewed, ready to embrace the next cluster of 
challenges. Captains have said how they see our generosity in making this happen, fortifies 
their crew to be ready for the next period at sea.  
 
 



The physical elements we offer take many forms :- 
 
- transport from the port to the Mission, and back again 
- welcoming at the Mission to receive a SIM card to call loved ones,  
- holding parcels for crew so they can receive a little treat or a birthday gift to sustain them,  
- delivering goods to the vessel when they can not to leave the vessel. 
- Visiting Seafarers in hospital when they have no one to care for them in this “far of land”. 
- Vaccinating as part of the NSW Health team (during Covid).  
- Visiting Seafarers on their vessel when they can not leave their vessel. 

 
All this happens 7 days a week 363 days a year. Rain, hail or shine, seafarers want to escape the 
vessel and receive Hope & Renewal. 
 
Voice 
Occasionally seafarers are underpaid or not paid. They can be denied enough food or water. They 
struggle to get medical care. They are put at serious physical risk. As part of the port community, 
The Mission to Seafarers helps to resolve these matters. We are proud that we have helped wages 
to be paid, conditions and safety to be improved. We are part of a large community, and each 
comes together to make this happen and Mission to Seafarers is a key link to make it happen. 
 
All our actions are rooted in showing God’s love in action, creating moments to share the gospel, 
and offering the greatest gift of all, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Please find attached see our Impact Statement for 2022 and our audited accounts for 2022. 
Should there be questions, we would be delighted to address them as we are passionate to share 
this work with others. 
 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clayton Strong 
Chief Executive Officer 
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