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No. >"'? , 1985

AN ORDINANCE to adopt General Synod Canon No.1,
19B5.

WHEREAS:

A. The Reception CDnon 1981 (hereinafter called tha "Canon") was

made by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia in

19B5.

B. The Canon, when a Provisional Canon, was assented to by the 5

Synod of the Diocese of Sydney in 19B2, but on the understanding

that the form of service in the Schedule to the Provisional Canon

was not seen to be l:he only means by which a person c"uld be

accepted into the Anglican Church of Australia.

C. A copy of the Cl~non is contained in the Schedule hereto.

D. It is expedient that the Canon be adopted by the Synod of

this Diocese.

NOW the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney HEREBY ORDAINS, DECLARES,

DIRECTS AND ROLES AS FOLLOWS:-

1. The Canon is hereby adopted.

2. The form of service in the Schedule to the Canon is an

additional means by which a persOn can be accepted in to the

Anglican Church of Australia.

3. This Ordinance may be cited as the IIGeneral Synod - Reception

Canon 1981 Adopting ordinance 19B5".

SCHEDULE;

A Canon to authorise the use of n Service for the Reception into
Communicant Membership of this Church of Baptised Persons who
were formerly Commu.nicant Members of other Churches.

The General Synod pr.gcribe~ asf0110ws:

1. This canon may be cited as the "Reception Canon 1981".
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2. Wh~n a person who has been baptised and who is or was a
communicant member of another Church which hO},ds the
apostolic faith but which is not in full communion with this
Church d•.Isirel3 to become a communicant member of this Church,
the prie.st, being assured. that such is his desire, shall
after due preparation ptesent that person to the bishop at

,) the time of confirmation or some other time. The bishop may
~\"'. receive and \oIelcome him into communicant rnembElr!:ih.ip of this $
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Church, l:;ying hands on him with pra~(er for the strengthening
of the Holy Spirit, using the form o:E service set out in the
schedule to this canon in accordance with the rubrics
incorporated therein. . ,

3. A person received into communicant membership in accordance
with this canon shall have the same status in this Church as
a person who has been confirmed in accordance with the rites
of this Church.

4. The reception of a person .into communicant:. membership in
accordance with this canon shall be recorded in the registers
of this Church.

5. This canon affects the order and good government of the
Church wi~hin a diocese and shall not come into force in any
diocese unless and until the diocese by ordinance adopts the
canon.

SCHEDULE

R~lception into COlT\munir;:ant Membership of the Anglican Church of
Al~straJ.ia of Baptised and Communicant Members of other Churches.

NOTES

1. When a person who has bS~n a communicant member of another
Church which holdS the ,postolic faith desires to become a
communicant member of this Church, the priest, being assured
that such is his desire, shall present that person to the
bishOp at the time of confirmation or at some other time. At
a ccmfirmation from An Australian Prayer Book, this service
should follow .7 on page 514 or 113 on page 538.
Alte~natively, 1t may occur before the intercessions at
Morni.ng or Evening Prayer or at the Holy Communion.

2. The bishop Il\ay receiv€l and welcome him into communicant
membelt'ship of thiQ Church, layi.ng hands on him with prayer
for the stre~gthentng of the Holy Spirit, using this form of
service. A ~erson so received into communicant membership
shall have the same status in this church as a person who has
beBn confirmed in accordance with the rites of this Church.

3. such Relceptioll shal.l be recorded in the t:egiste,rs of the
church,

1. The prlest presents the one to be received to the bishop
saying~., has already been baptised and has formerly been a
communi,cant member of the Church. He now asks to be
reCeiVl1ld ioto cOl\lmtioicant membership of the AngHcan Church
of Australia and seeks our prayers in the fellowship of this
parish

2. The bi.shop says

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lot Us pray

God of wiSdom and love, Q
source of all good,
by your Holy Spirit strengthen your servant and guide him in ---

_ your way of P.~':-.:~d_':O~.=w ~L..'R.U.~ ~f(... ,_.-
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we ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, one God, for ever
and ever Amen.

i 3. Then the psalm 133 may be said or sung.

i 4. Ephesians 4:1-13 may be read.

5. The bishop says to the candidate

Do you stand by the christian confession and commitment made
at your baptism?

I do.

Do you desire to be admitted lnto cc.'lmmunicant membership of
the Anglican Churl;lh of Australia and accept: her doctrine and
order?

I do.

6. The bishop welcomes the person in these words taking him by
the hand.

We recognise you as a baptised and communicant member of the
Christian Church.

We rec,eive and welcome you into the communion of the Anglican
Church.

He then kneels and the bishop lays his hands on lli head
sa.ving

N., May the Holy Spirit direct and uphold you in the service
of Christ and his kingdom in the fellowship of this Church.

I CERTIFY that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with the
Ordinance as reported. ((j{ 10,)

"'iv ~~K.

WE CERTIFY that this
Diocese of Sydney on

~~~==:'~~=~:'~::~~~~~,w..--.c~.--
Chairman of Committee~

Ordinance was passed by the Synod of the
this 1.rr.A. day of October 19~5. ,.I
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Secretaries of Synod

I ASSENT to this Ordinance

~" __,_,,.v· ._'"- .~'_~__.~~;::;~-~

-----------------.,.--~
Archb!$hop of Sydney

)..'2-- /10/1905
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