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Gt:NERAL SYNOD - ORDINATIOf{OF WOMEN TO THE C)FFICE
OF iJF-ACON CANON 1985 ADOl",TING ORDINANCE HIS7--"-'--,

No. 36, 1981
I

AN ORDI~IAl'ldE to adopt General Synod Canon No. 18, 1985.
WHEREAS.
A. A ceriaib Canon entitled "Ordination of Women to the Office of
Deacon Cr~non 1985" was made by the General Synod of tM Angl\l:an
Church ofllustralia in 19'85.
B. A copy mthe said Canon is contained in the Schedule hereto.
C. It is expedient that the sa'id Canon be adopted by the Synod of this
Diocese, butin doing so Synod declares its intention that no,wornan
deacon shall be ordained priest in this Diocese unless the Synod by
ordinance fimt indicates its willingness that such might occur.
NOW the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney HEREBY ORDAINS,
DECLARES, DIRECTS AND RULES AS FOLLOWS: '
r.doption
1. The said Canon is herebyaddpted and shan so far as the same is
applicable be applied to the order and good government of the Church
in this Diocese"
Citation
2. This Ordinant\e may be cited as the "Gerleral Synod - Ordination of
Women to the Office of Deacon Canon 1985 Adopting Ordinance
1987". .

SCHEDULE
A Canon to provid,g for th(~ Ordination of Women to the Office of Deacon
and for other purposes.
The General Synod prescribes as follows:

1. The bishop of a diocese may ordain a woman to the office of
deacon.

2. The bishop of a diocese may grant to any wOlilan,,~vho has been
ordained in AUistralia or elsewhere to the office of deacon a licence
to performthEI dutiels of a deacon in that diocese. "

3. Notwithstandibg any Qtl1Sf 'law of the Church a woman may be
admitted to the Office 6f deacon in this Church in accordance with
the form appropriate to that office setout in the Ordir'lallncluded In
the ~ock6f ,'pommon Prayer or In the Ordinal included in The
AUStralian Prayer Book or in aepordance wjtIJ any other form
appropriate t() that office and approved for viefin this Church, the
language of.any such form being adapted feif the purpose so far as
may be necEl$sary for, the admission of a woman to that office.

4. Nothing in sE!ction 1, section 2 or section 3 shall limit any power or
authority poilsassed by the bishop of a diocese prior to the making
of this canoiil. •
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5. The provisions of this canon affect the order and good government
of the Church within a diocese and shall not come into force in a
diocese unless and until the diocese by ordinance adopts it.

6. This canon may be cited as ·Ordination of Women to the Office of
Deacon Canon 1985". .

I CERTIFY that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with the
Ordinance as reported.

N. M. Cameron
Deputy Chairman of Committees

WE CERTIFY that this ordin.ance was passed by the Synod of the
Diocese of Sydnev on this 15th day of.October 1987.

• G. K. Clifton
W. G. S. Gotley

Secretaries of Synod

I Assent to this Ordinance

14/11/1987

Donald. Robinson
Archbishop of Sydney


