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1985

AN ORDINANCE eo adopt Geneta.l Synod Canon NO. 16,
1985.

WHERt;;AS;

A. f.. certain Canon entitled "Ordi.nl~lion Service for Deacons

Canon 1985" was made by thQ General synod ot: the An91:.0(10 Church

of Aust.ralia in HaS.

B. A c(.)py of ene std.d Ca.non is cont:atned in the Schedule hereto.

C. .tt h expedi(jnt that the Said C$.~'On be aqopted by the Synod

of this Diocese.

NOW the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney HEREBY ORDAINS, DECLARES,

DIRECTS AND RULES AS FOLLOWS:-

1. The said Canon is hereby adopted and shall so far as: the same

i~ applicable be applied to the order and good government:. of the

Church in this biocese.

2. This Ordinance may be ci ted as tht~ "Generill Synod ­

Clrdinati.on Servicafor Deacons Canon 1985 Adopting Ordinance

1985".

SCHEDULE

A Canon to authorise the use of a form of service for the
ordination of Deacons

The General Synod prescribes as follows:

1. This carlon may be cited as "Ordination service for Deacons
Cuoon 1985".

2. Tho use by this Church of the form of service. set:'. out in the
s(;hedUle in accordanoe with the rubrios incorporated therein,
for the ordination of deC\oons, is authorised.

3. The admission of persons to an C'ffic:e O'f deacon in this
Church in accordance .....ith the service set out in the SchedUle
i:s authorised.

4. ~othingio section 2 or 3 affects

(a) the use of the Book of Cornman Prayer in accordance wit.h
the provisions of the Constitution 7 or

(b) the use of An Australian Prayer Book ).978 in accor<iance
with the Australian Prayer Book Canon 1977; or

(c) ,the f?1dmhalon of a persOn to ~n offiee of
'or deacon til this Church as if this canon

made. 4.·
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5. The syn04 of a diocei:le may, by'dJ:'d,~nance, re~tdlate\ the use of

the service set out .tnthe Sched\ll,19 at ~IElI~v!.ces held in th.;!;;"'''''"
diocese. "I (,/ '~

6. A person made deacon in thi.s Church in aCGoJ;'danpe wi ththe /!

Qer:vice in the Sc;hedule is :Eor thl~ putl?oneof ,the. a~pli¢,at.iorf
Of Article 36 of the Atticl.~s of l~eligion, sometime~l call.ed/
thethirt.y-nine Article,sl dght:lYi' orderly and 1ll.wfuHy ma~~
and c>rdained.

This canon affedta the. order and g\ood C1e:-vcrnmant.of bpa
Church within a diocese and slhall 1I0t come into force in any
diol::ese unless and until the .diooe~\e by oJ:dJ,nance adotH:a the
canon.

SCHEDULE

THE O~DINATION OF DEACONS

The Ordination of deaCC>l1S shallta)te plt\\~e on a Sunday following
one of the Ember weeks, or On another da)' appointed by the
Bishop, when a large number of people can be present.

1. The Holy Communion begins in the custc,lmary way. Where the
rUbriosin that serviceao allow, it 1$ desiz;able that the
confession ana absolution be used aftal': the r.M<:'lil1g of the
CommCil'rdtnents or otte of th~J perml tted aH.ernativea.

2. TheOrd1natloo Colleot

.Umighty God,. giver .of all that is good, you have {~l?pointed
various orderl of ministry in your Church; bless these
persons now called to the order of deacon~. Sofiil them all
wit.h your truth and clothe them wi to. holi,tl~M, that they may
faithfully minister to the glory of your name and the benefit
of your Church. We ask this t,hrough Jesus, Chdst our L<?rd,
who l.ives and reigtts with you and the Holy Spirit, one ~od,

.now and for ever. Amen

The C,ollect of tile pay is added.

3. T,he Readings ate selected fr~m thosepdnted on pages 283­
295, Or al:'ethose appointed for the day.

4. Aft6\r the Gospel thet:'c is a sermon explaining the (:Iifiee and
duty of a deacon.

S. All s\l;.G'll'!d for the Nicene Creed which is sa id or sung.

THE PRESENTATION

6. The Archdeacon, and/or other persons (who may be a. t='d.est and
a lay person) appointed by the Bishop, bring the oandidat~s

to sta~d before the Bishop, and says:

N, a,iahop in t.he Church of God.

I/we prese"t to you to be admlttec'I N/N tp the order of
delljcons.

The Bishop s.'1ys

C~nyou assure us that they are suited by training and godly

ltvl."", to ~l."iOt.. to Chd.,t'" fa~lf2~ ffI.:, (U~J!.
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TheynaV~ o\ilen examin~Q. Enquiries have been maae among the
peop,te of Goel, especiallY among thOSe conceJ;l)e(~ wi en their
trai~ing, and 1 believ~ that all thes. canelidates are~o
suit:.gQ.

Theel'Flhop says to the p~opl,e

DElarf~iends. J~n Christ, ~'ouknow thl1 importance of this
ministry. We have beeil assured thfit these p~l:'l:ions ar,e suit.'3d
to this galHng. !t~"j:pne knows any adequate reason why we
should opt proceed, you {'fhoUld now come forward and make it.
known.· i '.

1f anY(lf\~ence c:>J:: PPstac:J;'e is alleged ;~gainst a candidate,
the Bishop shall postpone the candidatt£'lS ordination until
the matter has been resolved.

I.e tlo objection is made, he continues

A,re you ,:edldy to a,ccept them as deacons in the Church of God?

The people raply

We accept the* gladlyl

'lIHE EXJ.\MI NATION

7. The people sit. The BishOp instructs the canJidates

My brothers, every bl~liever is caUed to follow Jesus Christ,
serving God the rtath~r in the woeld, through the p0\o1er of the
Holy Spirit. God now calls you to a spec:ia:J. minislf.:rY.of
service under the care of your Bishop. I

Your are to serve th,e church ·0£ God and to work witfi<i.!:,!b
members in caring fot the sick, the needy, and all who are in
trouble. By your tellching and your life you are to show
Christ's people that in serving others we are serving Christ
himself. You are to makehi.s redemptive 1·0\7e known, by word
and eXample, to tho~lI! amony Whom you live, and work" and
worship.

YoU are to share with the community the love of Chr1!3t and
his gospel of reconcHiatioll and hope.. Yo!,] are to pray and
work for peace .nd justice in the world.

As Deacons, you to mOdel your life accoJ:'ding to the wOl':dof
God. You .are to be .£ai thful in prayer, and taKe your place
with bishop, priest and people in public worship and at the
administration of the sacraments.

You are to strengthen the faithful, teach the young, search
out the careless and the indifferent, and to preach the word
of God in the place to. whiCh Y'ou are licensed.

Inorelertha.t..bi your promises you Illay coromi t yourselves to
y.ourcalling, and that: this co.ngregation mayunderst.rnnd your
intention, you must answer clearly to these question.~ which I
now ask you in the name of God and his church:

,
Do you believe, that you are truly caned by Gocl and inwardly
moved by the Holy Spirit to this order and mlnistJ:y of
deac~rs, uccording to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ?

(j~--.;.-
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Answer
(\

'l1he Bishop
, \;,

00 you accept
necessary for
Chdat?

}\nSwer

the holy scriptures as containing ~ll doctrines
ete1;nal salvation through faith In Jesua

I do

The bishop

Will yo~ take your part in readin$! the holy scriptures in tt.\e
church, in tear.hing the doctrine of Christ, and in
administ~ring the sacraments?

Answer

I will

The Bishop

Will you be diligent in prayer, and in the study of the holy
scriptures, and in such other studies as help in the
performance of your office?

Answer

I will

The Bishop

Will yOI:l endeavour, with the help .of God, to make your
personal l.l.fe and that of your family a wholesomeexalnple to
Christ's people?

Answer

I will

The Bishop

Will you constantly seek the help of the Holy Spirit to Use
and develop God I s gifts to y~u, and to proclaim t~he gospel of
Christ?

Answer

I will

The Bishop

Will you promote unit.y, peace, anq
people, 'and especially am«ng those

Answer

I will

love ambns all christian
whom you serv~?

4.
~ 'Q-~

~
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\~he Bishop

~~11 you accept the order and tho discipline of this Church,
sU6mtttingyourse1vef:j to the lawful authority of your Bishop
and those ~ppointed to have charge over you?

I will, with tbe helP of God.

The Bishop

Almighty God, who has given y~u the will to do all these
things, g~ant you also strength and power to perform them.

Tha people

Amen. May God help us to support you in this work.

'rHE PRAYERS

8. The nishop commends those who are to be ordained to the
prayers of the people and silence ia kept

9. A minister begins this litany

God the Father, htwe meJ;cy on us

God the Son, have mercy on us

God the Holy Spid t, hllVe mercy on U8

Holy, blessed an,l glorious Tdmity
one God, have mercy on us

We humbly pray that you· w111 hear us, 0 Lo:cd; send your peace
to the whole world, which you have reconciled to yourself by
the. ministry of your San, Jesus

Lord, hear our prayer.

Heal the divis~ons of your Church, that all may be one:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant to your people the forgiveness of sins, g~owth in
grace, and the fruit of the Spirit,

Lord, hear our prayer.

Lead the members of your church in their particular vocation
and ministry to serve you through a true and godly life,

Lord, hear our prayer.

R~ise Up faithful and able ministers in your church, that the
Gospel may be m~de known to all people,

Lord, hear our p:rayar.

Inspire all bishops, priests, and ft~acons with your love,
that they maY.\1ungeJ; for t.ruth~ llJtd thir'st after
ir ighteousness,

-

Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill them with co~paBsio~, and move them to care for all ydQr
people, Lord, hear our prayer.

~~r;:a~~~~,s:~~a;~~r(~~~;.~~a~~wu:bnb:h~~i~~:~ ~~eyth:ayOrder /'
~ dJl ,,). '•.

G If 4~ ..~ k,U.~
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faithfully £plfilthe duties of this ~inist~y, build up your
church, and 910~ify your name,

Lord, hear our prayer.

Sustain by the indwelling of. your l:!ply Spl!7i t those who have:
been caUed tt> the i\1inistry Of your'c:hu::-ch, and encOI1r~<Je
them to perseVere to th$ end,

Gather us with aU your stUnts into your eternal kinqi'lcl1t f
Lord, henr ollr prayer.

THE LAYING ON 0' HANDS

10. The candidates kne(:"l before the Bishop who says this prlilyer
over them.

God and Father of all,wa praise you for your lnfinite ;Love
in cal.Ung us to be a holy people in the kingdom ofyotlr Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, who took on hl~self the form of a
servant, and humbled himself, becoming obedient even to death
on a cross. We praise ~'ou that you have highly exalteell him
and made him Lord of all.

Through him, holy Father, we pray you to send down your Holy
Spirit upon these your servants. Fill them with your strenth
and power for their work a, deacons of your church, to the
glory of your name and thebsnefit of your people.

The Bishop lays his hands d~ the head of each saying

N. Receive authQrity for tht~ office and WOt"k of a deacon in
the chu~~hof God; in the nn~e of the Fath~r, and ot the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

And the people say

Amen

(the deacon ~ay be appropriately vested)

The Bishop gives to him the NE:wtestament, saying:

Receive this !;Jign of your authority to.proclaim God's wor'd
and to assist in the adminstraHon of his holy sacraments.

11. The' Bishop

Lord, pour your grace continuaD.ly on theSe your servants and
stir up the spirit of holiness within them. May they be
modest and humble, and strong and steadfast in observing the
discipline of Chdst. Let their lives and teaching liO.
reflect ¥our commandments, that thJ:'ough thent many may come to
know you and love you ~ Asyout' Son came iiC'Jl~ to be served but
to serve, may these:. deacons shate in hils ser,vice, and come to
the unending glory 6f hlmwho, with you and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

12. All stand.

The Bi,hop may ptesent the newly ordained deacons to the
people and say

People of God, I present to you these deacons.

The congregation may wei".e them with.~~

"
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13. The Gr~eting of Peace is given by the aishop
"'\

We ~re the body of Christ.

His Spirit is with us.

The peace of tho Lord be always with you.

~n~ also with you

A hymn may be sung

The Holy CO~Qunion continues with the bringing of the gifts
of the people to the Lord's Table (Pirst Order '20, Second
Order #19).

NOTE~ The newly-ordained deacons may be invited by the Biahop
to assist in the administration of the communion.

I CERTIFY that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with}h~

Ordinance at reported.

Chairman of Committees

WE CERTIFY that l:'.his Ordinance was pc.\ssed. by the Synod of the
Diocese of Sydney on this 1.r)'1:i~ d~'y of Octobe.r 1985.

Sacretaries of Synod

I ASSENT to this Ordinance

~~-~
Archbishop of sydney
~

r; / lL j:ts

((
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