
Gmcral S)'/latl-M.issioltaIT Council-Constitution.

No. 12, 1946.

AN ORDINANCE to accept and to apply the provisions of
Determination No. III of 1945 intituled "A Deter­
mination to constitute a Missionary Council for the
Church of England in Australia and Tasmania" in
the order and good government of the Church of
England within the Diocese of Sydney.

WHEREAS Determination No. III 1945 intituled "A Determin­
ation to constitute n Missionary Council for the Church of Eng­
land in Australia nnd TasmnnialOa copy whereof is contained
in the Schedule hereto has been mad., by the General Synod.

AND WHEREAS under Article No. 3 in the Schedule to the'
Church of England Constitutions Act Amendment Act of 1902
the Diocese may make Ordinances upon and in respect of all
matters pnd things concerning the ,order and good government of
the Church of England and the regulation of its affairs within
the Diocese.

AND WHEREAS by an Ordinance assented to on 21st June.
1876. regulating the method of accepting Determinations of
General Synod it was provided that the mode of acceptance of
such Determina tions should be by Ordinance.

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to accept and to apply th.,.
provisions of the said Detetmination No. III 1945 as hereinafter
expressed.

The Synod of the Diocese of Sydney in pursuance of its.
powers under the said Act hereby ordains and rules as follows:-

The said Determination No. III 1945 is and the provisions
therein contained are accepted and shall be applied in the order
and good government of the. Church of' England within this
Diocese in like manner as if the same were herein and hereby
expressly ,ordained and ruled.



Gel/cral S)'l/od-MJssiollll7)' Cot/llcil-Collstitutiol/.

I certify that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance
with the Ordinance as reported.

R, C. ATKINSON.

Chairman of Committees.

We certify that this Ordinance was passed this 3rd day
of December, 1946.

S. H. DENMAN
A. L. BLYTHE

assent to this Ordinance.

HOWARD SYDNEY.
9th December, 1946.

Secretaries ("If
the Synod.



SCHEDULE.

GENERAL SYNOD OF THE DIOCESES IN AUSTRALIA AND
TASMANIA.

DETERMINATION Ill. SESSION. 1945.

A DETERMINATION to constitute a Missionary Council for
the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania.

WHEREAS the Church of England in the Dioceses of Australia
and Tasmania is fulfilling its missionary responsibilities through
two distinct agencies. to wit the Australian Board of Missions
and the Church Missionary Society, on both of which God has.
graciously bestowed His Blessing.

AND WHEREAS these two agencies represent alternative pdn'"­

ciples of missionary organisation. each of which is dear to those'
who favour it.

AND WHEREAS it is desiroble, whilst leaving each of these
agencies freci nsheretoforc, to finance and organise its own work,
and to choose and train its own missionaries, to create n Council
representative of the whole Church which would commend itself
to the Church as a whole as being an impartial body, and enable
the Church as a whole to address itself consciously and purpose­
fully to the missionary enterpritlc, now therefore be it enacted
by the Bishops, Clergy and Laity of the Church of England in
the Dioceses of Australia and Tasmania in Genernl Synod assern..
bled as follows:-

1. (I) There shall be a Missionary Council for the Church
of England in Australia and Tasmania to be known as the Angli­
can Missionary Council of Australia (herein called "The Coun­
cil") which shall consist of-

(a) The President; who shall be the Primate.

Ib) Twelve representatives of the Australian Board of
Missions nn constituted by Determination HI. Session
1872, and now existing, and as amended October, 1916.
and October, 1921. appointed by the snid Board, six of
whom shall be Bishops or Priest. and four shall be lay­
men nnd two shall be Women.
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(c) Twel"e representMives of the C},urch Missionary
Society as constituted according to the constitution ap­
proved by it September. 1916. and now existing, and
as amended 2nd. May, 1917. 6th May. 1918. 25th
June, 1919. and 5th July, 1923; appointed by the said
Society of whom six be Bishops or Priests, four shall
be laymen and two shall be women.

(d) Representatives of such other missionary organisations
as shall be recognised from time to time by the
Council.

(2) The said appointments shall be-made within three months
after every ordinory session of the General Synod; all vacancies
shall be filled by the Council in accordance with the principles
enunciated clbove.

(3) All members of the Council shall hold office until their
successors are appointed.

(4) None of the constituent organisations shall amend its
constitution in Bny such way uS shall be inconsistent with the
provisions of this Determination.

(5) The acceptance of this Determination by any of the
constituent bodies, and of recognition by any missionary' organisn"'!
tion involves no interference with its particular ecclesiastical or
doctrinal outlook. nor does the Council make any claim to control
the affairs of such constituent body or organisation or to be the
anly link between the Harne Church and Dioceses ar Pro~inccs

overseas.

2. The Council shall appoint such officers as may be neces­
sary. who shall discharge such duties and hold office an such con­
ditions as' the Councilshnll from time to time determjnc.

3. The functions of the Council shall be:~

i. To encourage the work of the Church in the mIssIon
field nnd constantly to survey its opportunities and
obligations.

ii. To promote the fullest missionary effort at the home
base.

iii. To suggest methods for the inspiration i.\nd education
of the members of the Church as to the necessity and
obligation of world evangelisation.
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iv. To aid as far as possible the work of .all mISSIons and
recognised missionary. agencies (as hereinafter pro~

vided).

v. In consultation with thr; A.ustralian Board of Mis­
sions and the Church 'Mi~sionary Society, and any other
recognised missionary agencies of the Ghurch (as here.
inafter provided) to appoint representatives of the
Church of England on the National Missionary Council
of t=iustralia.

vt To conduct such consultations .and negotiations with
the Government and with other Christian Communions
and missionary Boards as maybe necessary provided
that it is permissible for the. Australian Board of
Missions or the Church Missionary Society, or other
recognised missionary agency to conduct such consul..
lations sepurately it being understood· that in such casa
a report of the negotiations will subsequently be made
to the Council.

vii. To act as a consultative body on all proposals for the
opening up of new fields and the formalion of neW
dioceses, ns submitted to it by any constituent body;
the Council, .however. shall not have poWer to deter­
mine such maUers,

vEi. To receive at every meet:ng reports of work at home
ahd on the mission field from· the Australian BQllrd of
Missions and the Church Missionary Soc:ety, nndon}'
recognised agency of the Church in its missionary work
(as hereinafter provided).

ix. Each constituent organisation shall defray the travelling
expenses of its representatives attending the meetings
of the Council. The Council shall prepare nnd for.
ward not later than three months before the eud of
each financial year to the constituent organi9a~ions for
theirapprovalnnd acceptance an estimate of t,he
nmount required during the coming yenr to meet the
Council~s administrative costs which when ncceptcd
shall be borne proportionately by the constituent or­
ganisations.

"x. To receive estlmates; year by year of the money re­
quired for the whole work undertaken by the Austra­
lian Board of Missions and the Church Missionary
Society, including therein in equal proportions the sum
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approved by those organisations as provided in the
foregoing clause, and on the basis of those estimates
to apportion the amount' that each Diocese should raise
for all missionnry work. It is not intended that this
npportionment shall be legnlly enforeenble.

"Xi. 1(\ frame rules and regulations for the conduct of its
own business. the snme not heing inconsistent with the
provisions of this' Determination.

xii. To appoint sub~c:;ommiltees to net as it r:nay determine
in the exercise of its functions .

.,.iii. To publish with the eonsellt of the Australinn Board
of Missions and the Church Missionnry Society such
missionary information' nnd genera' literature concern..
ing missions a:J may be. deemed ncces~Hlry npd advisable.

xiv. To present to t.he Ceneral Synod at every ordinary' ses..
s'on n report the discussion of which shnll be mnde the
first order of the dny for one of th" first three evenings
of the session. ' < • •

4. The Council shnll meet nt lenst once in eneh cnIendnr
yenr, on such dntes nnd nt such plnccs ns the Council shnll
from time to time by resolution determine~ the President ,may
,cause a special meeting of the Council to be summoned on such
dntes nnd nt such pI nee nS he mny think fit, nnd ohall do so upon
receiving a request signed by not less than ten members of the
Council, or by live Bishops who nre not members of the Council.
At lenst twenty-eight doys' notice to members shnll be given
of nil meetings of the Council. Sixteen shall form a quorum.
In the absence of the Primnte the Council shnll elect one of its
members as Acting President from daY to dny. The Council
shall be summoned to meet at nny hour not Inter thnn 'I a.m.
c;>n the dny for which it is summoned, and shall sit with only
·necessary adjournments until its work is concluded,

5. Diocesan Missionary Committees to assist t'he Australian
Bonrd of Missions nnd the Ch\\rch Missionary Society shall be
elected or appointed by each Dibcesan Synod in such manner as
such Synod shall determine. The members of the Diocesan
Missionary Committees need not be members of any Diocesan
Synod. Provid"d that nil th" Dioceses of n Province mny ngree
in Provincial Synod. to organise themselves for missionary work
under conditions to be approved by the Council nnd not incol} ..
,"'Olent with this d~terminntion.

6



6. Nothing in this determination shall be held to ,limit the:
rights of a Bishop in his own diocese.

7. All missionaries shall hold the liccnse or authority of the­
Bishop in whose diocese they work as missionaries.

8. The Council may recognise missions or mission..
ary societiee as agencies of the Church in its mission-­
nry work in connection with the Council, which Mi8~

sians or Missionary Societies on recognition shall becom~

c'i;>nstituent '~·rgnnisations. Missiot'ts,'t> or mission'illY sQCictCR
8ha11 have power to vary ther respective constitutions from tin.e
to time, provided that such variation shall not be inconsistent
with lhis determination, and may form. appoint, or arrange for
theappointmc.nt of associations, c;ommit~ees. qr branches through...
out the Commonwealth of' Australia. Such agencies shall work
under their respective constitut;ons, with power to create on:~nni~

sntions for thcpurposc of raising funds and otherwise lurthr.ring
their work. anr! theCoundl shall not have any right to disp"s"
of or to administer such funds unless aoked to do 00 by the
agency concerned. nnd may pnrt:cipnte in the management of ita,
internal affairs. onlj" when 'invited to do 80. A statement of such.
funds 80 raised in any diocese or Province shall be furnished
annually to the Diocesan or Provincinl Missionary Commlttee,

. 'lnd shall b;.e published ~y, thc C"uncil, ~,\d • nm,\>tt of the wiJrk
undertaken and the missionaries maintained shall be Sent each
year to the Council for publication.

9. Any such agency which has raised annually in Australia
and Tasmania, during the previous period of five years, exclu..
sive of office expenses, an average sum of over £5,0001 shall be
entitled at the time of each ordinary session of the General.
Synod. or within 'one month thereafter, to elect one clerical
or onc lay representative on the Council; one raising over
£10,000, one clerical and one lay representative; and one over
£20,000 three representatives, of whom at least one shall be a
layman.

10. All d:sput~s .n.rising in"\qY.-dioc:eaec,onccrning missionary
work under this determination ilfiiil be decided by the Dioeesan
Missionary Committeci subject to an appeal to the Council•. whose
decision shall be final.

(Signed) R. CLIVE TEECE,

Chairman of Committees_



We hereby certify that the foregoing Determination was
:nade by the General Synod of the Dioceses in Australia and
Tasmania this eleventh day of September. J 945.

(Signed) C. S. ROBERTSON.

(Signed) A L. BLYTHE.

(Signed) HENRY••PERTH.

Primate. "'r

Secretaries
of Synod.

b

Wm. Andrews Ptg. Co. Pty. Ltd.. 433 Kent St., Sydney.
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