
General Assessment Authorisation Ordinance 1959

No. 15a, 1959.

AN ORDINANCE to authorise. ussessments from time to time
to provide contributions to· the eXRenses of the Synod
und the Diocesan Registry und such other purposes as
Synod may.detentline not' otherwise provided for.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make better provision for d~fraying
the necessary expenses of Synod and of the' Diocesan Registry and
of purposes connected therewith' the Synod of the Diocese of
Sydney in pursuance of the powcrs conferred upon it hI' the
Constitutions for tire Management and~Good Government of the
Church of England within the State lof New South Wales and of
all other powers vested in it ordains and rules as. follows:-

1. This Ordinance Illay be cited as the f'Ceneral Assessment
Authorisation Ordinance 1959':,

2, The Hegistry and Synod Assessment Ordinance of 1895 as
amended is hereby repealed, PROVIDED THAT such repeal shall
not affect 'mything done in pursuance thereof or any liabilities
incurred therc,under.

3. The Synod shall from time to time as hereinafter provided
asSCSs the amount to b" cuutributed annually by each Parish,
Provisional Parish and Provisional District in the Diocese at present
existing or which may hereafter be formed for the pm'pose of
defraying the expenses of the Synod and of the Diocesan Registry
and providing [or any other votes of money as authorised from time
to tillle by the Synod.

:1. For the purposes of this Ordinance the Rector and the
Churchwardens of each Parish and the Curate-in-Charge and the
Churchwardens of each Provisional Parish and Provisional District
shall forward to the Standing Committee by the 30th June in each
year a Ret.urn in a form tb be prescribed by Standing· Committee.
of the gross receipts and allowable deductions (calculated to the
nearer pound) of each such Parish Provisional Parish and Pro
visional District during the preceding 6mmcial year.

5. Prior to the next ordinary session .0£ Synod and thereafter
prior to each succeeding ordinary session of Synod the Standing
Committee shall prepare a Statement showing an estimate of the
amount required for the Synod expenses and the maintenance of
the RegistrY and such other purposes. as the Standing Committee
is of opinion ought to be included for purposes connected with
Diocesan actiVities and obligations ·together with the existing and
probable llllnual receipts from any source other than Assessments
through the RegistrY and the sums to be contributed annually by
each of the said Parishes, Provisional Parishes and ProvisIonal
Districts based upon an assessment at such rate and in such manner
(\S will in the aggregate prodllce the anioimt (calculated to the
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nearer po~~ncl) to be contribotcd nn:~unlly by the P.lrishes, Pro- 
vision:il Parisl~cs onel Provision~~l Districts for the p11111oscs afolc- 
atlid nu clcte~~nincd by Synod upon adopting the said e\timnte or 
: I I I ~  tnotlific;~tion thereof a\ so clcterminetl horn time to timc 
IJROVIDED TIIAT in the c:~se of such I'arishes, . Provisiondl 
l':~~islies and Provisional Districts as have not made com_nlete 
retu~ns by the 30th June tlie said income shall be cstin~atecl by 
St:uiding Com~nittee PllOVIDED FUIXTIIER that' in the case ol 
Provision;~l Pari\lics ant1 Provi\ional Dist~icts the late of the 
as.es\ment sliall be one half of that acloptecl in the case $of 
Pi~rirhea 

6. The snit1 tlsscssment subject to tho power of Standing 
Committee to estiin:lte the same a., licrein provicled shall I1e 
computeel upon the net receipts dete~inined by ~eference to the 
return mentionccl in Clause 4 hereof. 

7. 11 printed copy of tlie Statement iefened to in Clause 5 
t~ f  this Ordinance sIi:111 be fo~~vvarclecl by post or otherwise liy 
St:~ncling Cornmittge to e ~ c h  member of Synod anel to the Church- 
\varcIens of each P.~ri\li anel Provisional Parish and to the Curate- 
inCl\arge anel Churcllwnrdcns of edch Provision:~l District In the 
Dioccw [lot less than fourteen days before tlie first day in each 
01 tlinary Sodon of Synocl. 

L 

-8 .  The bald Statement sh.111 118 laid upon the table ot Synotl ' 
by tlie Stonding Committee on the firrt day of each orclinnry 
session of Synod and a Notice ot Motion for leave tp introduce 
an Orclina~~ce (hereinafter called the General Assessment O~dinancc) 
to provide an assessment based thereon shall be  given. 

9. S1tl)ject io the provisions of clnu\e 11, hereof, the sun1 
to he cont~ibutcd by the $wishes Provisional Parishes and PIO- ' 
vision.11 Distticb for the purposes xferesnid shall be paicl in accorcl- 
ance with :he ::tovisions of such, General Assessment Ordinance. 

C 

10. Contributions under any such General Acsessment 
Orclinnnce ihall be held to be due on the first day of April in the 
year neht soccceding tlie year in \vhich such General A$sessment 
Orclinance shall he passed and sliall be paid by equal quartelly 
instalmcnts to the Standing Committee payable respectively on or 
before the 15th clays of June, September, December :lnd Marc11 
in each financial year. 

11. A Parish, Provisional Parish or Provisional District which 
si~all have lodged its Assessment Return by the 30th June rnay 
appeal against the amount assessed against it as hereinbefore pro- 
vided. Such an appeal sliall be lodged within one month after 
tlis passing of such General Assessment Ordinance ant1 shall take 
the form of an oLjection (giving the grounds of such ol1jection) 
and shall be addressed to the Standing Comncttee of Synod which 

7 '. 



Gerlerc~l Assessment Atcthorisation Orrlinance 1959 

may ctktermine the sppeal in its discretion. PltOVI.DED THAT 
where thc assessment return has been lodged after the 30th June t 

but a t  leazt twenty-eight days before the first day of the ordinary 
session of Synocl such appcal i n ~ y  be lodged*on payment of Ten 
poodcls (210) to the St;mcling Conlmittee which may determine the 
appeal in its discretion PROVIDED FURTHER that if' in the 
opinion of the Standing Committee there are ~easo~lable grotmcls 
for consicler\ng that the net receipts in any assessment return 
have been incorrectly stated it may requi~e the fu~nishing of a 
fu~ the r  or amended Retu~n and may make such amended nsse9s- I ~nen t  there n us it may think fit and such amended assessment 
shall be suhtihlted for tl~e*,amount payable as 5et ouf in the , 

relevant Generdl Asscssmcnt Otdinance passed by the Synod in 
respect to soch Parish, Provisional Parish or P~ovisional. District 
which shall thereupon be advised of any such change. 

12. The Standing Committee 'shall have control of all 'ex- 
~~enc l i t u~e  on account of the Diocesan Regist~y and of tlie Synod in 
all case5 in which such cont~ol has not been exercised by Synocl 
itself. 

13. The p~ovisions of this Ordinance shall apply to the 
Ecclesiastical District of Saint Andrew as if it iverc n i'nrish and 
to the Chal>ter of the Cathec!ral Church of Saint Andrew as if 
t hey  were Churchwardens. \E 

14. For the purpose of this Orclinance- 
(1) "Gross ~ e c e i ~ t s "  means- 

Receipts du~ ing  the financial year covered by the 
reh~rn from all sources irrespective of the puqosd for 
which they will be, or have been, used. 
PROVIDED TII'AT where receipts in any one Fund or 
Account include Funds tlansferrecl (or wid) f ~ o ~ n "  
another bmnch church or account within the Parish 
Provibional Parish or P~ovisional District, the a~nount 
of such transfer shall be excli~ded for the purpoqes of 
the return from tlie fund or account to which it has 
been transferred. 

(2) "Allowal~le Deductions" means- 
(a) Ivfonies paid to Missionary Societies, other Extm- 

Parochinl Bodies and Poor relief. 
(11) Assessments for the financial year covered by 'the 

return paid to the Diocesan Registry by the 
prescribed ddtes for payment. 

(c) Loans received and interest paid on loans and 
bank overdrafts. 

(d) Expenses incurred in Trading. 
\ 

(e) Promotion expenses. 
(9 Testimonials to Retiring Clergy and like payments 

providecl the amount so claimed does not exceed 
the amount shown in receipts for this purpose: 
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(gl Singlc gilts Ity individual clono~s ol. £950 or Irtole 
for tllc purpo\c\ of Capital espenditure on builrli~~g\ 
or I,III~I itncl 1111 Icgncicb. 

(It! ,\II). incllvltl~~t~l or ft~tnily gift to the value of 225 
or tlcclrr to clclti~y the h ~ l l  cost of o spccific article 

. lor I I W  in churc.11, hall, rCctory or g~ounds. 
(I! All) r t ~ ~ l \  recc-ivrcl by w:~y of grants C~om the funds 

,i 1 1 1 ~  Ilo~tti. hlisvion Society or the Centennial 
Cht:lrlc 1Shtcn\ion Fllncl or the Anglican Building 
C:trlri~dtr 

4 
)I Cnrt ol pritiking p i~~ i sh  p:~pcr or £300 whichever is 

lhtr Iiwlgr ~ I I I O I I I I E .  
t i 1  T h r  rt1111 of .C100 for c:~ch centre in the Pari\h, 

I'rovi~latt;~l Pi~rihlt or Prov~sional Diht~ict as the ' 
c i 1 ~  111~1)' olher than the principal Chu~cli whc~c  
rcbrvieta have 11vc.n held regul:?rly th~oughout the 

, pr rv io~~s  I\vc~l\~r rnonthv ending 31st hl.uch in a 
In~llding \)cblonging to the Cho~ch of Engl:lnd 
liet.nsctl for that purpobe, PROVIDED FURTHER 
thnt wllrrc the as5esbnl)lc income of onc such 
crntrr c\cc'c5tl\ ,WOO no Jcr~~tction untler this sttI1- . 
s~*ction SIUIII he nllo\vecl in respect of that centra. .. . 

(9) \Vbca~r inlrrprctntion of thi\ cl:litae may be required . 
the intcrprrlntion shall ije nli~dr I)Y the Sk~nding Cotn- " 
~nittre. 

I'ROVJDED TllAT ill re\ptct of the firkt Gcncrnl A\bcssmcnt 
Ordin;~nce p:t.rsctl i~ftet the passing of 'this Ordinwnca the Return 
f~~rrtialtcd .\h;~ll IIC in accorclnncr \vith the Inat~uctions iswed l)y 
thts St:~tlding Committee on 1st .Aptil, 1959 defining tile ~eceipts 
zintl allo\c.ahlc dcd11ction5. 

- 
I ccrtify t1i:tt the Orclin~ltlce n i  printed is in :tccordoncc with 

th:. Ordin:u~ce as reported. 

\I1. G. EIILLIARD, Bishop, 
, Chnirkan of Committeq. - 

We certify that this Ordinartye w:rs pasecl by the Synod of 
the Diocese of Sydney thib fwenty-second day of September, 1959. '- 

W. L. J. HUTCHISON, 
x Secretary of Synotl. 

- k.. R. ROUGBLEY, 
Deputy Secretary of: Synod, . * 

I a\acnt to this O~dinance. 
' 

. HUGH SYDNEY, 
Archbishop. . 

: - %3/9/11559. 

William Andrew* Pts. Co. Pty. Ltd.. 96-98 Mry St.. St. Peter3 
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