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No. 36, 1981

AN ORDINANCE to provide authority for lay persons to assist
in the conduct of public worship and to declare the law
on certain other matters.

WnEaI!AS it Is expedient that further provision be made regarding the
ministry of lay persons NOW the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney
HEREBY ORDAINS DECLARES DIRECTS AND RULES ns
follows:~

INTERPRETATION
1. (1) In this Ordinance, unless repugnant to the context or Incon­
sistent therewllh:-

"Archbishop" means the Archbishop of Sydney.
"Asslslant Bishop" means n' c:Iergyman holding oWce In the
Diocese as an n.~slstnnt bishop.
"Mlnisler" means:-
(n)ns arplled 10 n I'nrlsh, ,the Minister duly licensed thereto

M the Incumbent thereof or the person (If ony) nppointed
thereto pursunnt to Section SS of the Sydney Church Ordi-
nnnce 1912 (ns nmended); ,

(II) IL,npPlled to ul'rovlslonnl Pnrish, the Minister duly licensed
thereto ns l:urnte-in·chllr~e or the person (I[ IIny) nppolnted
therelo Ilununnt to Seclion SS o[ the Sydney Church, Ordl­
n"nce 1912 (M lunenlled);

(e) ns nPlllled 10 n nelY honslng district, the Minister or one o[
lhe 1II1ublers duly licensed thereto;

(d) ns npplled to St. Andrew's Cnthedrnl, the Deun thereof; nnd
(0) ns npplled tu a Church sltualed within Ihe Diocese hut not

slluutell In nny Pnrlsh, the Minister licensed 10 o'lflciale
therent.

"Pnrlsh" means:-
(n) a I'nrlsh In Ihe Diocese;
(b) II Provisionnl Pnrlsh in the Diocese; nnd
(c) n new housing district In the Diocese.
"Diocese" means the Diocese o[ Sydney.
"Church" menns n building. being church trust property, duly
consecrnted or licensed for the celebrntlon o[ divine sel'vlce, the
ndminlstrntlon o[ the sucrnments nnd the performnnce of nny
oll'ler rile or ordinnnce o[ the Church of Englnml ill Australln.
"Church Committee" lllenns:-
(n) in relnllon to n Church In n purlsh whIch is tile only Church

In Ihol Pnrlsh ~ the Pnrish Council of thnt Pnrish but. If
there Is no such Pnrlsh Council, the' Minister nnd the
Churehwnrdens of tlmt ChUrch; nnd

(b) In relntlon to n Church In n IJnrlsh which Is nol the onlY
Church in thnt Pnrlsh. the ChUrch Committee of thnl Church
but. if there is no such ,Church Commltlee, the Minister nnd
the Churchwnrdr.ns of lhnt Church;

(c) In relntlon fon'-neW housing district - the 10cnI contmittee
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thereof but, if there is no such local committee, the Sydney
Church of F.~gland New Areas Committee: and

(d) in relation to St. Andrew's Cathedral-lhe Chapter thereof.
~'church trust property" means church trust I'ropertYd(nsdefined
in the Church of England Trust Property Act, 19J:7),he)d upon
trust for the Church of England in Australia in lhq Diocese of
Sydney or any part thereof. . ,
"deaconess" means a person who has been admitted to the
Order of Deaconesses described in the Order of' Deaconesses
Canon 1969. . '

. (2) A building shall not cease to be a Church by reasorl' orthat
building being used for purposes. other than (as well as) those
mentioned in the definition of "Church".
2. This Ordinance may be cited as "Deaconesses, Readers nnd Other
Lay Persons Ordinance 1981".

MINISTER'S POWERS
3, The Minister of a Church may invite a lay person to do, in that
Church, anyone or more of the following:- ' . '

(a) read the scriptures:
(b) read prayers: '
(c) give an arldress in the office of the burial of the dead;
(d) speak at a service of public worship or give an address at

1\ service of public worship if either:
(i) an cxposition is given at that service by a person

authorised pursuant to Clause 6 at that service, or
(ii) if a sermon is delivered at that service.

ARCHBISHOP'S POWERS
4. Subject to this Ord:nance, the Archbishop may authorise nny lay
person to do such of the following as may be specifIed in any authority
which the Archbishop may i",ue to that person, namely:..,...

(a) read' mornmg prayer in' any Church at the request of the
Minister thereof;

(b) read evening prayer in any Church at the request of the
Minister thereof;

(c) conduct the ministration of baptism in any Church where
the Minister of the Church is unable to perform the same:

(d) conduct the office of the burial of the dead in any Church
at the request of the Minister thereof;

(e) conduct the churching of women.
(£) . perform pasloral duties ina parish.

5. Subject to this Ordinance, the Archbishop may authorise a lay
person to deliver a sermon or sermons in any Church at the request
of the Minister thereof.
6. Subject to this Ordinance, the Archbishop or an Assistant Bishop
may authorise one or'more representatives of an organisation or cor­
poration to give an occasional exposition of the aims, functions or ,
needs of that organ~)atioll or corporation. '

GENERAL
1. (1) The provisIons of sub-clause (2) of this clause shall not
apply to a deaconess.
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(2) The Archbishop shn11 obt Issue nil nuthority pursunnt to
clouse 4 01' 5 o[ this Ordinnnce ton lliy person ltoless:~

(n) ,the lny person sntlsfles the Archbishop Ihnl he 01' she hns
" been, ndequntely truined l)r hns been otherwise equipped

lind possesses n surncienl knowledge of scripture:
(ll), the; Iny person snlis[jes such other conditions nnd qunlifl­

clllions ns mny be prescribed in regnlntions mnde pnrsunnt
'tei this 'Ordlnnnce.

S, Alr,nulhol'ltl' issued pursunnt to clnuse 4, 5 01' 6:-
(n) mny be limited to n Church or to the Churches nnmed

therein or 10 the Pnrish or Pnrishes nnmed lhereln or mny
npplr. to the whole of the Diocese or to nny pnrt thereof

'speCIfied therein: nnd
(b) mnr be .issued subject to nny conditions which nrc specified

, 1I1~reln,

9, An nhlliority Issued pUl'sunnt to clnuse 4, 5. or 6 mny be revoked
nt nl,y llme'liy the Archbishnp.
10, A person to whom nn tllllhol'llY hns been issued pursunnt 10
C1nuses 4 or 5 o[ this Ordlnnnceshnil nOI be pennllted to Weill' II
blue scnrf when officintlng In Sel'vices of the Church unless he aI' she
htls been regl1lnrly. lidmlltctl to Ihe Ofrice of Render by the Archbishop
or n person nppolnled by him or In Iinother dlocese·of the Anglicnn
COllllllunlon,
It. Nothing In thl~ Ol'(linnnce shull nffect nny nnthority isslied
pllrsUnnt to ·thcLny Asslslnnts nt Hoi)' Comlnunlon Gnnon 1973.
It 1'h~ Archbishop mny npI,ohH nny person to nssist .hlm In Ihe
e.tercls~ of nny o[ his righls, power~ nnd duties hereunder.
13, 'l"b.q 'Archblshop-In-Conncll mny mnke regnlntlons lIt nny time
nnd fron; time to time concernlng:-

(1I).,the,qunliflcntlolls which tl person nltlst possess nnd the Call·
dillonll which n person must snlisfy before nn nuthorlty'IIIl1Y
be Isslied to thnt person pursuonl to this Onlltmnce; or

(b) the mnnner In which IIny nuthority' issued pursunnt to this
. . Ordlnnnce shllil be gl\'en IIml e~erclsed: 01'
(cJthc dress 10 be worn by n Iny person holding nny lIuthorlly

'!sslled pursunnt to this Ordinnnce whcn' e~erelsln!l thnt
. nuthorll)'.

14. Section 17 of the Sydney Church Ordlnnnce 1912 (liS 1Ilnendcll)
Is hereby nmended by the substitution of the words:-

"(II).I~ tbe cuse of n clergymnn 01' II t1encon, he hits been
, 'lI~ensed or, npproved bi' the Archbishop 01' by II pel son

'holding office Iti the Diocese o( Sydney ItS lin Itsslstltnl
bishop; or

(b) In the cnse of II IllY nHlll, he hilS been t\ulhorlsed so to tlo
phrsllont to the Del\conesses, Rellders lind Other Lny Persons
Ordlnnncet 19SI. or Is n member oC n clllss o( persons
IIpproved Ill' the Synod by resolution thereof, or

(e) In the cnse of II Iny welmnn, she hl\.' bcen Ituthorlsed so to
do pursunnl to the. Dellconesscs, Rellders lind Other LilY
Persons Ol'dltlnllce 1981."

for the words "he be Clrst licensed or Itppro\'ed by the ArchbIshop".
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DUTY OF MINISTERS
15. (l) The Minister of a Church shan not:-

(a) permit a laY person to give an address during a service e1\:­
cept in the circumstances specified in pnrngraph (c) of clause
3' or

(b) p~rmit a lay person to do any oae or more of the Ulings
mentioned In parBgrnphs (n) to (e) of clause 4 or in clause
6 in that Church, or .to deliver a sermon in that Church
unless (In any such case) that lay person has been authorised
so to do pursliant to this Onlinance.

TRANSITIONAL AND REPEAL
16. (I) Alay person who holds a licence or nutho~lty under any of
the ordinances listed in tile SChedule hereto shall retnln that licence or
authority subject to the terms and conditions on which the same was
issued and may continue to do or perform all or any of the things
which that person has been authorised to do and perform thereby.

(2) Subject to sub-clause (I), the Ordinances III the Schedule
hereto are repealed.

SCHEDULE
, Women's Work in the Church Ordinance 1922-1978.

Readers and other Lay Assistants Ordinance 1976-1978.

I CERTIFY that the Ordinance as prlnled Is In accordance with the
Ordinance as reported.

E. D. CAMBRON
Chairman of Committees

WE CERTIFY that this. Ordinance was passed by the Synod of the
Diocese of S);;ney on thill 81h day of October 1981.

R. J. BOMFORD
W. G. S. GOTLEY

Secretaries of Synod

I ASSENT to this Ordinance.

M. L.LOANE
Archbishop of. Sydney

8/10/1981


