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Deaconesses, Readers and Other Lay Persons
Ordinance 1981

No. 36, 1981

AN ORDINANCE to provide authority for lay persons to assist
in the conduct of public worship and to declare the law
on certain other matters,

WhEREAS it Is expedient that further provision be mude regaiding the
ministry of lay persons NOW the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney
{_{IIZIREBY ORDAINS DECLARES DIRECTS AND RUL as
ollows:—

INTERPRETATION

1, (1) In this Ordinance, unless repugnant to the context or incon-

sistent therewithi—

“Archbishop" menns the Archbishop of Sydma'. .

"Assistant Bishop” means 4 clergyman holding office in the

Diocese ns an assistant bishop,

“Minister" means!—-

(n) as applied to n Parish, the Minister duly licensed thereto
ns the incumbent thereof or the person éi[ uny? appointed
thereto gursunnt to Sccticn 55 of the Sydney Church Ordi-
nance 1912 (ns amended)s |

(L) us applied to o Provisional Parish, the Minister duly licensed
therelo ns curnte-in-charge or the person (If any) appointed
thereto pursunnt to Section 55 of the Sydney Church Ordi-
nonce 1912 (ns nmended)

{e) ns nwlled to n new housing district, the Minister or one of
the Ministers duly licensed theretoy

(<) ns applied to St, Andrew's Cathedral, the Dean thereof; and

(e) n% applied to a Church situated within the Diocese but not
sitlunted in any Parish, the Minister licensed to officinte
thereat,

“Parish”. meansi—

(n; a Parish in the Diocese; .

(b) u Provisional Parish in the Diocese; and

(c) a new housing district.in the Diocese.

“Diocese” means the Diocese of Sydney,

“Church” micans o building, being church trust propcrlf'. duly

consecraled ot licensed for the celebration of divine seivice, the

administration of the sncraments and the performance of any
ollier rite or ardinance of the Church of England in Australia,

“Church Committee” mennsi——

(a) in relation to a Church in p Parlsh which is the onfy Church
in that Parish — the Parish Council of that Parish but, if
there is no such Parish. Council, the Minister and the
Churchwardens of that Church} and

(b) in relation to a Church in a Parish which Is not the onl
Church in that Parish, the Church Committee of that Church
but, if there is no such,Church Committee, the Minister and
the Churchwardens of-thot Chutch;

(c) in relation to nnew housing district — the locat conimitiee



276 Year Book of the Diocese of Sydney

Deaconesses, Readers and Other Lay Persons
' Ordinance 1981 ° "

thereof but, if there is no such local committee, the Sydney
Church of England New Areas- Committee; and
(d) in relation to St, Andrew’s Cathedral — the Chapter thereof,
‘church trust property” means church trust property.itas defined
in the Church of England Trust Property Act, 1917), he]d upon
trust for the Church of England in Australia in the Diocese of
Sydney or any part thereof. '
“deaconess” means a person who has been admitted to the
Order of Deaconesses describéd in the Order of ‘Deaconesses
Canon 1969, . - )
. (2) A building shall not cease to be a Church by reason of that
tuilding being used  for purposes. other than (as well as) those
mentioned in the definition of “Church”,
2. This Ordinance may be cited as “Deaconesses, Readers and Other
Lay Persons Ordinance 1981™.

MINISTER'S POWERS o
3.. The Minister of a Church may invite a lay person to do, iit that
Church, any one or more of the following:— . =
(n) read the scriptures;
(b) read prayers; '
(c) give an address in the office of the burial of the dead;
(d) speak at a service of public worship or give an .address at
a service of public worship if either:
(i) an cxposition is given at that service by a person
authorised pursuant to Clause 6 at that service, or
(i) if a sermon is delivered at that service.

ARCHBISHOP’S POWERS
4." Subject to this Ordinance, the Archbishop may authorise any lay
person to do such of the following as may be specified in any nuthority
which the Archbishop may issue to that person, namely:—
(a) read mourning prayer in any Church at the request of the
Minister thercof;
(b) read evening prayer in any Church at the request of the
Minister thereof; ) .
() conduct the ministration of baplism in any Church where
the Minister of the Church is unable to perform the same;
(d) conduct the office of the burial of the dead in any Church
at the request of the Minister thereof;
(e) conduct the churching of women,
(f) perform pastoral duties in a parish, . .

. Subject to this Ordinance, the Aichbishop may authorise a lay
person to deliver a sermon or sermons in any Church at the request
of the Minister thereof. : . .

6. - Subject to this Ordinance, the Archbishop or an Assistant Bishop
may authorise one or 'more representa.ti_ves ot an organisation or cor-
poration to give an occasional exposition of the aims, functions or .
needs of that organ’;ation or corporation, - . g

GENERAL

7. (1) The provisions of sub-clause (2) of this clause shall not
apply to a deaconess. :
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(2) The Archbishop shall nbt issue an nuthority pursuant to

clause 4 or § of this Ordinarce to 0 lay pefson itnlessi—

(n) .the lay person satisfies the Archbishop that he or she has

., been, ndequately trained or has been otherwise equipped
and possesses a suflicient knowledge of scripture; .
(b),thv} ay person satisfies such other conditions and qualifi-
_.cafions as may be preseribed in regulations made pursuant
to this Ordinance,
8, Anauthority issued pursuant o clause 4, § or 61—

(n) may be limited to n Church or to the Churches named
therein or to the Parish or Parishes named theréin or may
apply to the whole of the Diocese or fo any part thereof
*apecified therein; and \

[()] hliny })o issued subject to any conditions which are specified

+ thetein,

9. An alithority issued pursuant to cluuse 4, 5 or 6 may be revoked
at any time'by the Archbishop,

10, A person to whom an authority has been issued pursuant to
Clauses 4 or 5 of this Ordinance shall not be permitied fo wear
blue scarf when officinting in Services of the Church unless he or she
has tieen regulnely admitted to the Office of Reader by the Archbishop
or a person appointed by him or i another diocese of the Anglicin
Communion, | o

1. Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect’ any nuthority  issued
phrstiant to the Lay Assistants at Holy Communion Canon 1573,

120 The Archbishop. may appoint any person {o nssist him in the
ciercise of any of his righls; powers and duties hereunder.

13, 'Thg "Archbishop-in-Council mny make regulations at any tine
and from time to time concerpingi—

(a).the, qualifientions which a person must possess and the con-
ditions which a person must satis{y before an authiority: may
be issued to that person pursunnt to this Ordinance; or

(b) the manner in which any authority issued pursuant to this

. Ordinance shall be given and exercised; or

(c) ‘thé dress to be worn by a lay person holding nny.nulhority

Cssued. pursuant to this Ordinance when exercising that
" authority,

14, Section 17 of the Sydney Church Ordinance 1912 (ns amendei!)

is hereby amended by the substittition of the words:—
M) imy the case of a clergymnn or & deacon, he has been
licensed ot .approved by the Archbishop or by a peison
{;lollding office i the Diocese of Sydney ns an assistant

shop; or ) .

(b) in the cnsc of u lay man, he has been nuthorised so to do
pursiant {o the Denconesses, Remdlers and Other Lay Persons
Ordinance, 1981, or {s a member of a class of persons
approved By the Synod by resolution. thercof, or | )

(¢) in the case of n lay woman, she has been nuthorised so to
do pursuant to the Denconesses, Readers and Other Lay
Persons: Ordinnnce 1981,” :

for the words “he be [irst Hicensed or approved by the Archbishop',
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DUTY OF MINISTERS
15, (1) The Minister of a Church shall rioti—

(n) permjt & lay person to give an address durinﬁ a service ex-
cept in the circumstances specified in paragraph (c) of clause

3; or

(b) permit a lay person to do any one or more of the thingd
mentioned iny paragraphs (a) to (¢) of clause 4 or in clause
6 in that Church-or to deliver a sermon in that Church
unless (iri-any such case) that lay person has been authorised
s¢ to do pursuant to this Ordinance,

TRANSITIONAL AND REPEAL

16, (1) A lay person who holds a licence or authority under any of
the ordinances listed in the Schedule hereto shall retain that licence or
authority subject to the terms and conditions on which the same was
issued and may continue to do or perform all or any of the things
which that person has been authorised to do and perform thercby.

(2) Subject to sub-clause (1), the Ordinances in the Schedule
heteto are repealed,

SCHEDULE
Women's Work in the Church Ordinance 1922-1978,
Readers and other Lay Assistants Ordinance 1976-1978.

. I CERTIFY that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with the
Ordinance as reported,

E. D. CAMERON
Chairman of Committees

WE CERTIFY that this Ordinance was passed by the Synod of the
Diocese of Sydney on this 8th day of Oclober 1981,

R. J. BOMFORD
W.G. §. GOTLEY
Secretaries of Synod

1 ASSENT tc this Ordinance.
M, L. LOANE

Archbishop of Sydney
8/10/1981



