
AN ORDINANCE to assent to the Constitution of the 
Church of England in Australia allproved by the 
Archbishops Bishops and duly elected Representa- 
tives of the Clergy and Laity of the Dioceses of the 
Church of England in Australia and Tasmania 

' assembled in solemn Convention in the City of Sydney 
1x1 the month of October and year of Our Lord One 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-six; to make pro- 
vision for and with respect to the promotion of an 
Act of Parliament to give legal force and effect to 
such Constitution; and for purposes connected there- 
with. 

PREAMBLE. 

\VHEREI\S L Constitution of the Church of England in Aus- 
tralia was approved by thc Archbishops Bishops and duly 
elected Representatives of the Clergy'and Laity o€  the Dioceses 
of the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania assembled 
i n  solemn convention in the City of Sydney in the month of 
October and the year of Our Lord One thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-six and commei~ded to the resl~ective Ilioceses with . request that all necessary and proper steps be tnken in order 
to secure the assent of the Church of England within the respective 
Dioceses to the Constitution and in  order to secure the enactment 
by the Parliaments of the States of the Conlmonwealth of Aus- 
t ~ a l i a  of Acts for giving legal force and effect to the Constitution. 

" AND WHERE.% the General Synod of the Dioceses of tbe 
Church of England in Auslralia and Tasmania convened in the 
same month and year in the City of Sydncy under Mandate from 
the Primate did likewisc approve the Constitution. 
, AXD WHEREAS the Constitution is to take effect a s  provided 

in section fifty-nine thereof and is to apply in every Diocese in 
Australia which assents thereto. AND I\'HEKEAS the assent of 
the Church of England mithin a Diocese is to be given through 
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the Synod of the Diocese specially summoned for the purpose 
and this session of Sl nod \stas summoned accordingly. 

Now the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney in pursuance of the 
powers vested in i t  by the Constitutions for the management 
and good government of the Church of Ellgland within the State 
3f New South i\;alcs and by the Church of England Trust  Pro- 
perty Act 1917 and otherwise hereby declares directs and rules 
a s  follows :- 

(1) The assent of the Church of England in the Diocese of 
Sydney acting through the Synod of the Diocese, is hereby given 
subject to the provisions of this Ordinance to the Constitution 
of the Church of England in  Australia a s  agreed upon by 
the Archbishops Bishops and duly elected Representatives 
of the Clergv -nd Laity of the Dioceses of the Church 
of England in .\ustralia and Tasmania, assembled in solemn con- 
vention in the City of Sydney in the month of Octoher in the 
year of Our Lord One thousand nine hundrt!d and twenty-sts 
and approved hy the General Synod which Constitution is set 
forth in the Schedule hereto. 

12) The assent given by this Ordinance shall nu. take effect 
unlcss and until in the Act of Par i -~ment  of New South Wales and 
in the Acts of the Parliaments of at least four other States of the 
Common\~~ealth of Australia for giving legal force and effect to 
the Constitution, declarations safeguarris and provisions to the 
following effect are inserted :- 

(a) Nothing inconsistent with the solemn declarations set 
forth in  chapter one of the Constitution shall be capable 
of acquiring or having any validity or effect under or 
in pursuance of the Constitution. 

(b) The expression "the character of this Church" in section 
sixof the Constitution shall be held to include the doctrine 
and principles of the Book of Common Prayer, and 111e 
Book of Common Prayer means the Book of Common 
Prayel a s  defined in section sixty-five of the Constitution 
which definition shall be unalterable. 

(c) Section fifty-seven of the Co,nstitution shall apply not 
only to the provisions mentioned in that section, but also 
to the following provisions of the Constitution, that is to 
53y, section seven, section fourteen, the firsL table annexed 
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to the Constitution, section nit~eteen, sub-section two of 
section twenty-one, .the last paragralih of sub-section 
three of section t\r-cntpone, section thirty-seven, section 
forty, section forty-tlirce, section forty-four and section 
fifty-eight. 

(d) Sothing in section forty-three of the Constitution shall 
give any 11aiver to thc General Synod to alter or  permit 
the alteration of the Cotistil~~tioti of a Diocese, unless the 
Synod of the Diocese concurs by Ordinance in  tlre altern- 
tion. 

[e) Xot~vithstanding any nrovision to the contraty contained 
in thc Constitution the Synod of the Diocese of Sydne)' 
may by Ordinance escludc from Al~peal to I l~e  Sit!lreme 
Tribunal any question included in  sub-section three of 
section forty-six of thc Constitution. Section fifty-seven 
shall apply to this provision. 

( f )  Nothing in section fitty-eight of the Constitution shall 
make alterable any provision which section fifty-six 
thereof makes unalterable. 

(g )  Nothing inconsistent with the foregoing declarations 
safcguards or provisions shall be capable of acquiring or 
having any validity or any effect under o r  in pursuance 
of the Constitution. 

(3) A Selcct Conimittee to be apliointed by the Synod of 
the Diocese shall 

(a)  Co-operate with the other Dioceses in New South \\'ales 
and the Consultative Committee of General Synod in 
preparing Drafts of Acts of Parliament for giving legal 
force and effect to the Constitution, subject to the  
declarations safcguards and other g~ovisions hereinbefote 
mentioned, 

!b) lieliort to the Standing Committee with co1)ies of the 
proposed Acts. 

(4) ?he Standing Committee of the Synod of the Diocese is 
hereby at~thorised in  the name of the Diocese 

(a)  To assent to such draft Acts. 
Ib)  To  endeavour to obtain through the Select Comtuittce 

the passing of the Act to be presented to the Parliament 
of New South \Vales a s  soon a s  possible. 
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( 5 )  This Ordinance may be cited as "The Church of Eng- 
land in Australia Constitution Assenting Ordiliancc 1929." 

SCIIEDULE. 

'Slir C'~institution of the Chu~cl i  of England in Australia. 

1.. .l'hc Chu~cll of 1;ngland in r\ust~alia humbly rclping tni 
the blessing of Almighty God lias in general convention at Sydney 
in thr year of our Lord one thousand ninr hundred and twenty- 
six asscnted to the solemn dcclaralionp set forth in this cbaptcr 
as binding herctofotc and I~cnccforth on this church. 

2. Tlic Church of Ilnglaiid in rlust~alia I~c ing  a ]]art of the 
One lloly Catholir and Al~ostolic Church and in communion 
\\it11 the Church of England in England will ever &main and 
br in communion wit11 tlic Church of England in E~igland and 
~vitli national regional or lirovinrial chu~ches  maintaining com- 
munion \\,it11 that cliorch, so long a s  communion is consistent 
\\.it11 the solernn declarations set forth in this chapter. 

3. This church doth rcceivc all the ~anonical  s c r i p t w : ~  of 
the Old and Ne\\+ 'l'cstaments as  being the ultimate rule, and 
standard of faith gi\~eti by inspiration of God and containing all 
things neressary for salvation. 

4.  This churc11 doth lio!d and will continuc to holcl the faith 
of Christ a s  ~irofossed by thc One Holy Catholic and Allostolic 
Chuicl~ from ~~rimitivt- timrs and in liarticular as  set forth in 
the creeds k n o ~ l i  as  the Nicrnr Creed and thc Al~ostlcs' Creed. 

5. This church \'ill ever obey thc commands of Christ, teach 
Jlis doctrine, administer Ilis sacraments of holy haptism and 
holy communion, fallow and ulihold Ilis discipline and IIrescrvr 
the three ordrrs of b i s h o ~ ~ s  ~ ~ r i c s t s  and deacons in thc sacred 
~ninistry. 

G. This churcli dotli retain and a l~l~rovc the bopk of commal~ 
Ilraycr and the doctrine and princi~)les contained thcrein and 
\\ill not in any revision of the book of cornmoll prayer or otherwise 



makc or pcrmit any alteration \vhicli \youid change the character 
of this church as  shown by its :issent to this as  well as  to the 
othrr solcmn declarations set forth in this chapter. 

rhalIter 11.-'l't11- (;O\'lllll\'llEST OF TllE CIIURCH. 

i. Subjcct to this constitution this church has  ~ilenary \utIior;ty of 
a i ~ t h o ~ i t y  and 110\1'cr to makc ranons ordinances and rules for t"C Cll'lrch' 

thc order and good govrrnmcnt of this c h u ~ c h  and to adm'inister 
tllr affairs thereof. 

'I'hc authority and ~io\vcr of this churcli may be exercised 
hy tlic .ic~veral synods and tril~unals in accordance with the 
~~rovis ions  O F  the constitution, but lidthing in the constitution 
or in any canon ordinance o r  rule shall limit or affect the lio\vers 
and functions inlic~ent in the e~~iscoliatc or intrrfere ui th  the 
rsrrcisr by n blsholl priest o r  deacon of any j)o\ver or function 
inhrrrnt in him by virtue of his consecration or orciination. 

S. A diocese shall in accordance with thc historic custom Uioccsc. 
of tlic One fIoly Catholic and :\l~ostolic Church continue to be 
the unit of orga~iization of [his church wid shall IIC the sec of 
a hisliol~ with his flocli therein. 

9. 'l'hc diocesan hislioli of e ~ c h  diocese shall be elected a s  I?;;;,":." 
may IIP prescribrd by 01 under the constitution of the diocese, 
provided that tlic election shall as to the canonical fitness of 
thr  Iierson clccted bc subject to confirmation as  may be  ires scribed 
l ~ y  canon of the gcncral synod. 

'Thc riioccsnti bishol~ of each diocese shall have such 
autliorities ~ io~ve r s  rights and duties a s  may lie conferred cr  
iml)oscd on him by thiq constitution o r  by or under the constitu- 
tion of Ihc tlioccsc. 

D u r ~ n g  any vacancy of the officc or during the absence from 
Australin or incapacity of tlic dinkcsall bisliol) of any diocese, the 
al~thoritics Im\\.crs rights and dutics of thc bisliol> >hall be 
csrrciscd by such person as  may h~ ai~thorised by o r  under the 
constitution of t11e diocese. 

10. The metrol~olitan (to be calleri archbishol~) of each "e~ro~olit=s. 
lrrovince shall hold office as may bc ~ ~ r e s c r i l ~ e d  I)y tlic co~istitution 
of the 'province= or 11y ordinance of the provincial synod. + 
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'I 'l~r mrt~o~)ol i tan  OF each l~~ov incc  shall have such xutho~i t i rs  
~ I O \ \ ( > I G  tinhts :uld dutir s as  may Ibe confr~rrd  or in~lloscd on him 
hi tl,i\ co~~stitution 01 I)! (he constitution of t l ~ c  ~~rov inc r  or L:?. 
trrtlin.~ncc* of tlic ~rrovii~cial 53 nod. 

J3u1i:tg any \.atant!. of the otiicc or cluriog the al~sencc ftom 
thr r~~ovincc. or thr inca~)arit> of the mrLrol~olitan of an? ~ ~ l o r i n c r ,  
the autl~otitics go\\rls 11gl1ts and clutirs of thr metto~)oIitnn shall 
Iv c\erci<rd I I ~  the \cnitrr bishol) of thr ~ ~ r n v ~ n c c  Ibcing a t  the 
t i ~ h c  in thr ~~rov incc  and ahlr. ano uilling to act, the senio~ity 
in c v r ~ v  mscs bring dct t~nt intd  by t l ~ ?  d:ktc of c o ~ t s c ~ c ~ a t i n ~ ~ .  

~'rIm.iie. 11. 'She ~ ~ t i m a t c  of .\ustmlin <hall 1)~. elected and hold office 
as mav hc [~ r r sc r ib~ t l  1~ cat U I ~  of thr grncr:~l synod. 

'I'lir. 11rimat~ sllpll haic slich au tho r i t i~~ .  l)oi\rrs l ights and 
dutizi a s  may br con l r l~c~d  or ttnl~oscd on hi111 Iby the ronstitution 
111 by mnon of thr g r n r ~ a l  synod. 

I)uritlg any vacancy of the ufficcb or duritlg the absence from 
. \u~t ta l in  or i~tcal~acit! of thc ~ ~ r ~ m a t r ,  thr aulholitieq l>o\\crs 
righls and duties of thr l~rimatc bhall bc e~crciscd 1,). tkc senior 
mctrol!~)litan I~c ing  a t  thc timr i n  :\~~strnl: and able and williog 
to act, o r  if tltrrr i~ 110 511~11 mrtrol~olitan ablr and willing to act, 
tltrn by the senior diocesan I~isltol) be in^ a t  thc time in Australia 
a ~ ~ d  oblc and \viliing to ack, thr sc~ t io~ i ty  in case I,riug 
d r t r ~ m i n r d  by thc date of conwc~ation. 

Clial~trr 111.-TIIT;, GENERAL SYNOD. 

Tlir If o 1isc8 ri;f 7l i~hops /oi/fJ t Ar Ilo~lsc of C~l~rrsratcr l ir~rs .  

Tlte 'iyl~nd. 1% "l'hc gcnclal synod shall consist of n llousc of bishops 
R I I ~  a I~ousr  uf rcl)rcsrntati\~c.;. 

110th houses shall sit Loge!h*r in £1111 $?nod and drlibrmtc 
and lransacl business t l t t~~ein ,  hut i f  at any time either house 
11) a rnajokitr of its n~rmbcrs  votinx csrlrcssc:; its nish to considzr 
srnarately any matter in debate, thr f u r t h ~ r  d i sc l~~s ion  of thr 
matter shall br ~>ostl~oncd u~ i t i l  therr has bccn d n  ol,l,ott~ulilr of 
sc l~arat r  consideration. 

tIoltrc of 13. '1'11~ house of Ibisho~rs shall br corn1)osed of the 11rim;lte 
birllopr t h ~  mctrol~olitans the diocesan I ) isho~~s and thc coadjutor bishol~s. 



.\ coadjutor bishol~ \hall not be entitled to vote rsce!>t in tllr 
al15mcc of thr  I)ishol> lo \~l iom he is coadjutor. 

14. ( I )  T h r  houst, of rrl~rescntativrs shall be com~oscd (jf J$;;:,.$- 
rlrrical and la! ~ e ~ ~ i r s c n t a t i v c s  of cach diocese. l ives. 

'I'lic clerical and lay rrl)rr.;rntativrs of a dioccse shall be 
rlrctrd qr al~llointrd, and any vacancy in  thc place of a reprecenta- 
tivc mny be filled, in such manner a s  may be  resc scribed 11y or 
under tlic constitution of thc diocrse. 

The election 01 appoinln~rnt sliall lbc hcld o r  madc oncr a t  
!cast in every tliree.yer.rs, and the number of relirescntati~es shalt 
be a s  sct out in the first table minrsed to the constitution. . I:vri-y 11ishol1 or priest who holds a license from a diocrsan 
hishol] shall hc qualified to IJP a clerical rcl~resrntative of a 
ciiocrsr, \vhrtlier hc docs o r  does not reside t h e r h .  

Evtry layman \\ho is not under the ag r  of t\\.cnty-onr-years 
and is :c commuriicant of this church shall he clualified to 11c a 
lay rel~rc'icntati.:e of a diocese, \yh:tIicr he docs or does not 1rsidc3 
therein. 

('I) The bishol, of racli dioccsr shall ceitify and ttansmit to 
thr  l~riniate a list ~f tlic names and addresses of the clerical and 
];I? rrl~rcsctitatives of tlic diocese. 

In :hc cvcnt of any change in the rc~l~resrntation of a dioci-sr 
the I~ishsl] shall rrrtify and transmit to 'lie primatr a \ul~ple- 
mcntary 11st shor\ing tile change. 

..\11\+ list o r  supplementary list so certified shall I,? cvidencc 
( t l~a r  a ~cl~resentativc therein nanird is cntitlrd to be such rrgrc- 

spnt:Ltivc, ~ ' s c c l ~ t  'io far a s  any suppkmcntary list slio\\\ that hc 
has  crasrd to be a rcl~rcrentativc. 

15. T h r  general synod ma)' clctcrminc in such manno ;iz it Clsim to 
may decm ],roper \\hctlirr any Ilri5on nho  rlainis to I I ~  a mrnibc~ "'e'nhcr5"i"~ 
of the synod or of cithcr house thcrcof is entitlcd to hc sucll 
mcmbcr, and may determine ~vhcthcr hc has heen duly and la\\- 
fclly electcd a j~l~ointrd  o r  summoncd to thc synod. 

10. (1) 'L'lic gencral ?!nod may r~roceed to the desl>atch of z:;Ft&c- 
uusincss not\~itbstanding the failure or any diocese to lirocidr for eatativer. 
i t s  representation in the syndd. 



Quorunl. 

Voting: 

(2) S o  canon rule act or  exercise of iiowcr of the ge~ieral 
s j  nod sliall be vitiated I I ~  reason only of the fact tliat an!' person 
to 11c elected alillointed or su~nmoned to tlic synod has not been 
elected al>lio~tlt~d or  ~unln~oi led,  cir by icason only of any infor- 
~ualit!. wit11 rcsl~ect to the election agliointing o r  summoning. 

17. The 1)rimatc or in 1Gs absence the senior archllishop 
 resent, or if there is no archbishop Ilrescnt, the senior diocesan 
bishop present shall be president of the house of 11ishol1s and of 
thc general synod, the seniority being determii~ed by the datc 
of consecration. 

T h e  jiresidcnt may take part in 31;. discussion a'nd votc on 
any question or matter, 

The   resident may with the concu~rcnce of the gcnaral synod 
liro~ogue and dissolve the synod. 

16. Until the general sytlod'otlier\\ise prescribes, the llresenre 
of a t  least five diocesan bishops and at least fifteen clerical 
reprcsei~tativcs ~clircse~ltitip, not less than seven o'ioceses and CIE 
at ' lcast fifteen lay rcl~resen'tativcs relilcscl?iiilg not less. than 
seven dioceses shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the 
general synod for the esercisc of its jioi\.ers. 

10. Xo qucstion shall be dccnled to be carried by thc  synod 
unless it is carried by both houses. 

No question shall 11' deemed to lip carried 11y thc housc of 
l~ i s l~ops  unless tlicrc is in its favour a ~nnjoritv of thrt bishol)s 
~ircs-lit. 

No question shall he dccnled t11 IIP carried by tlie house of 
r c ~ ~ t c s e n t a t i ~ c s  unlesS them is in its favour a majority of thc 
clerical a ~ i d  lay rclirese~~tatives voting thereon, or if the clerical 
and la!' rclicsentati\~es votc by orders, t l l c~c  is in its favour a 
majority of tltc clerical re1)resentattvcs voting thcreoil and also 
a majority of the la). rcl~rcsentatives voting thereon. If t\\.t.tlty 
membcrs the11 !)resent require the votc to be taken by orders, the 
votc sliall be taken accordingl!*. 

All questions shall be I I I I ~  first to the house of rcl~rcsentatives 
and tl~eli to the liouse of bisliolis.' 
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20. (1) 'I'lic gcncral synod may mskc canons for the ordcr ;:;t$lio~al 
and good gorcrnnlcnt o l  this church with rcsl,cct to- 

(a) thc consccratioo of 11isIiol)s: 
(b)  thc oaths dcclnrations and assents to be rcclnircd of 

I~ishol>s ~ ~ r i c s t s  and deacons: 
(c) thc furilicmncc of union I\ itli otlirr Cllridtia~l communions; 
(cl) the rcgnlation niat agcmcnt and dispor;al of property 

nlonrsys and r&es undcr the contiol of thr gcacral 
synod o r  of any co~nniittec board o r  commission aplninted 
by tljc synod, sul~jcct  to the trusts affcc\ing the bdmc 
\rtietl~rr original o r  as varied in accordance a i th  tht: trust 
instrument or by any Act of Parliament, and the keelling 
and rendering of 11ro11cr accounts; 

(c) mnttcrs dircctcd o r  ~jcfinitted by the constitution to be 
l~rescribcd by canon of thc gc~ieral synod, and not 
dircctcd o r  ~~crriii t tad by the constitution to be prescribrd 
by ordinance of any other synod; 

( f )  ~nat tcrs  rcferrrtl to the general synod by any diocesan 
synod or synods for the r~ur l~oses  of this section, but so 
that thc cnt~on shall estcnd only to thc dioccae of any 
synod which refers the matter o r  ~vhich afterwards adol~ts  
thc cnnon; 

(n)  n~at tcrs  i l lcidc~~tal to thc csccution of an!. Ito\\.cr vested 
bv the constitution for the ~ ) u r ~ ~ o s c s  of this scction in 
the gencrnl synod. 

(I) \\'here an orciir~ancc of any otlicr synod is i~iconsistc~lt  
with a cnnnn made tinder the ~~o \ve r s  vcstcd I I ~ .  this section in 
thr, gcncral synod, thc ordinance shall to thr cstcnt of the incon- 
sistcncy IIC invalid. 

21. ( I )  'I'hc general synod malt rnakt. 1)rovisionnl canons for Provi~iounl 
the ordcr and ~ o o d  gotcrnnicnt of this church \\.itti resi)ect to- 

(a) the nl~liointmcnt of coadjutor bishogs; 
(b) the general standards of education and fitness to IJC 

attained b!' pcrsotls \vho desire to bc ndniittcd to h o l ~  
orders o t  to thc ministry of this church: 
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(c) the I~lon~ot ion of sountl learning and theolugical study 
omong the clergy and laity; 

(d)  the ~~romotion of the cause of homr and fo~cigi i  mi.ssions; 
* (c) tlie commendatioti of foims of srrvicc not containcd in the 

book of common ~ lmycr  for use on sl~ccial or comniemora- 
tive occasions; 

( f )  the ~lrovision of ~o~icrannuat ion and provident funds fur 
clerical and lay ogiccrs; 

. . (g)  insurance a ~ a i n s t  any loss or damage \\.hcther !I!? fire 
or otlier\\+isc in rcspcct of any insurable church trust 
propcrty and azainst any risk or lial~ility in resl~cct of 
any .person in the service or employment of this cliurcll; 

(h)  matters rCferre6 to the gcnrral synod 11s any dioccsan 
synod or synods for the purl,osr5 of this section, I ~ u t  so 
that the canon shall only rstcnd to thc diocese of any 
5ynod which refers the matter or ~ ' l~ i ch  aftcr\\*ards adollts 
the canon; 

(i) matters incidental to thc cxccution of any ~ ~ o \ v r r  vrstcd 
1111 the constitution for the 11ur11oscs of this scction in 
thc general synod. 

(2) \\'11crc any canon madc under the po\\.crs vested I J ~  this 
..iec'tion in the gcncral synod is inconsistent vith an ordinancc ok 
the synod of any dioccsr, the canon shall to the cxtcnt of thc 
inconsistency not al)ply to thc diocese. 

(3) Vrl.crc tlic ordinance is madc dftcr thc canon thr fact 
that tli; canon ceases to apt~ly  to the dioccsc shall not- 

(a) affect thc ~ rev ious  o~~cra t ion  of the canon o r  iinpthing 
dulp suffered done or commeiiccd to he done undcr thc 
canon bcforc i t  ceased to apply; 

(b) nffcct an!' riglit llrivilcne obligation or liability acquired 
accrued or incuircd uodcr thc canon l~cfore i t  ceased to 
a11Llly. 

If the ordinance is ~lasscd 11y a majority of the clerical and lay 
re~ircscntativcs voting by ordcrs, thc concutrcncc of the bisliol, 
s l~a l l  not be neccssalp, i~rovidcd that nothing in this su11-scctioti 
shall authorisc an ordinance to he madc \~:ithout such concurrent(. 

csccpt for the I IU~I IOSC of excluding the al~plication of the canon. 
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22. A canon shall be madc by a bill passed in accordancd Canoar 
\ \ ~ h  the standing orders. 

The bill shall be initiated by a m o t h  for leave to bring in 
the bill and shall not be 11asscd until the I~ill  has been read a 
first and second time considered in co~nmittce after the secorid 
reading, and read tlic third time. ' 

I1 . 
23. (1) The general synod may make rules prescribing any- Kulcs. 

thing necessary o r  convenient to be ~~rescr ibcd for carrying out . and, giving effect to any canon o r  for controlling and r c g u l a t i n ~  
the administration of the affairs nf the synod, and in  articular 
ma)' make rules ~~rescribing- 

(a) the procedure for any election or appointment to be 
madc by o r  i nde r  the authority of tllc synod to any office; 

(b) the authori:ies po\vcrs rights and duties of any officer 
committee I~oard o r  commission of the synod. 

A rule shall be madc by resolution after notice has been duly 
given in a8ordancc with the standing orders. 

(2) T h e  general synod, may pass resolutions declaring the Rcsolullonr. 
 vie^ of the syndd on any matter affecting {his church or affecting 

- spiritual m y a l  o r  social \velfarc. 
(3) The  general synod may regulate the conduct of the busi- :iri$~~ 

ncss of the synod undet ?tanding orders or otherwise as  i t  may 
deem grol~er .  

Scssiwts. 
24. (1) Until the gcnbral' synod othcr\vise prescribes, there Ordilrnts 

shall bc an  ojdinary session of the gcncral synod a t  least once Sc"'o"~ 

i n  every three years a t  such time and place as  the synod may 
by resolution aplloint o r  failing any such resolution then a s  the 
standing comnlittcc of the synod may by rcsolutiol~ al)point. 

(2) h special session of thc'gcncral synod shall be convcnea? Spcc!nI + 

by the priniatc on tlie aplllication in writing of n o t  less than one 'c';'OU. . 
11alE of the diocesan bishogs. 

(8) At least three months before the time for any session Ala~adatc. 
of the general synod tlie l~rimatc shall by mandate uhder his 
hand and seal summon tlic diocesan b i sho~~s ,  and rccluire then: to 
convene the prescribed number of clerical and lay rel~rcsentatires 
of their respective dioccses,at thc appointed time and  lace, 



l'roced"rc rind (4)  'The ~,rocc(lurc and l~o~vcr s  of tlic gcncral synod in a 1'0""%. 
slircial and an ordinary session shall bc thc same, ~~rov ided  that . 
iil a sllccinl sessio~i no I~usincss otlicr than thc husincss specified 
in tlic mandatc sliall IIC transacted. 

7tccorrl.s rc11r2 OYorl. 
I'rocecdings. 25. Thc l~rocccdings of tlic gcucml synod shall be  duly 

" recorded and bc authenticated I])? tlie signature of the ~lrcsident, 
Every ranon of tlie gc~icral synod sliall IIC printed in du~~ l i ca t c ,  

and each duplicate? shall bc compared and ccrtified as  corrcct 
11p the llrcsidcnt, the chairman of committees and the sccrc'~nrics . of tlic synod, autlicntidated !,y the official scal, and filed in 110oks. 

seal. 26. (1) The  gcncral synod shall havc an'official seal, which 
shall bc judicially noticed. 

'I'lic seal shall not IIC usvd to autlictiticatc any canon rule 
rcsolution instrumcnt or documcnt or any copy thcreof e x c c ~ ~ t  
upon a rcsolution of the synod or of the standing cornmittcc 
of the synod and by and in the Incsencc of a t  lcast three mcmbcrs 
of the committec. 

(I) Any cadon rqlc resolution instrument or document 
authcnticatcd hy the officii~l scal sliall bc admissible in cvidcncc 
without further 11roof. 

A COIIY of any canon rule or resolution authcnticatcd 11y tlic 
official scal and ~ ~ u r p o r t i n g  to bc certified by a t  leasf thrcc 
tncmbers of thc stallding committee a s  a true copy shall be 
cvidencc of thc cano!, rulc o r  rcsolirtion and be admissible in 
cvidcncc ~ ~ i t l i o u t  further prciof. 

Composilion. 27, l'hcrc shall' be a standinfi comm'ittcc of the gcncral 
synod mliich sliall co~isist  of so many members not less than 
tcn a s  may bc ~ircscril~cd 11y ally rulc of thc synod. 

l'hc mcmbcrs of thc committee shall he elected or a l~l~ointcd 
and shall hold officc, a s  may be prescribed by any rulc of thc 
synod. 

'I'lic scal books and records of the general synod shall he 
entrusted t6 the standing committee for safe kccl~ing. 



28. The  g r~ ic ra l  synod may appoint any comniittec board or . \ p ~ o i ~ ~ t m c n t .  
commissior~ that it may deem I)ropcr for carrying out or' giving 
. cffcct to any caiio~i rule o r  resolution of tlic synod. 

Unless other\virc ~)iovidcd by any canon or rule of the 
synod- 

(a) tlic conimittec l~oard or commission map inclodc or 
consist of persons who arc not mcinbcrs of the synod; 

(b) the mcmbers of llic conimittec board o r  commission shall 
hc elrctcd or al~llointed and shall hold: uffice as  may be 
determi~ird 1 1 ~ 7  rcsolution of the synod I ~ u t  shall not, 
unless tlic resolution $0 ~~rovidcs ,  cease to be mcmbers 
of tlic comrnittce board o r  commission by reason only 
of ccasing to be memllcrs of the synod; 

(c) thc committee board o r  commission shall have such 
I)owcrs and duties a s  may bc coi~ferrcd o r  i rn~oscd by 
resolution of the synod; 

(d) the committee lioard or commission map, if the synod 
IIY rcsalution so directs, continue to csist and to exercise 
and 11crform its po\\*ers and duties, until the expiration 
of the first weck of the nest following ordinary session 
of the synod, notwithstanding the 11rorogati0.1 o r  dissolu- 
lion of the synod 11). which the comrnittce board or com- 
mission is al~pointcd. 

Chaljtcr 1V.-TIIE PROVINCES AND PROVINCIAL SYNODS. 

2% Kach ~)rovi~icc  in Australia shall subject to the constitu- Ih i sc i t~s  
tion contiiiuc as  a t  tlic date on \\.Iiich the constitutioa takes proY"'cc' 
effect, until nltcrecl in accordance thcre\vith. 

30. A new ~ ~ r o v i n c e  may 11e fornictl by any four or moro New 
dioccscs becoming unitcd for that I,urposc, ~~rovidcd that tlic "ro"nCC'. 

fotmntion of the 11rovincc is approved by ordinance of the dioccsan 
synod of each of such rliocescs, and ratified by canon of the 
gencral synod. 
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T h e  I,ro\.incr sl~all  not hr clccmcd to be formcd until such 
ratification. 

,vtcmtiott of 31, A pro\rincc may I)(# altcrcd in accordancc \vitl~ the con- 
pro\incrl. ~ t i tu t ion of thc provincc, ~jrovided that the alteration shall not 

takc sffcct until ratificd by canon of lhc gcncral synod. 

T ' ~ ~ o t ~ i ~ ~ r i n l  S!/~rodr. 

Conrli~ation 32. Tlic constittitiol\ of raclr province i n  Australia shall 
; ;  sul>jcct to this constitution continue as  a t  the date on ~vliicli 

thc constitution of t!~is chui;l~ txkcs effect, until altered in 
accordancc thcrc\vit'n. 

Conrtilutiun 
of nc\r 33. Thc  constitution O F  a new 1)rovince may l)rovide either 
provinccr, for a ~)rovincinl synod or for a ~)rosincial council, atid in either 

case may contain sue11 ~)rovisions as  the diocesan synod of each 
of the dioccscs to be unitcd in the provincc may think fit, provided 
that tlic constitution shall not takr cffcct until ratified by canon of 
t h e  gcneral synod. 

r\Itcmtion of 34, T l ~ c  constitution of a ~~rov incc  may b e  altered in accord- I 
con5tit1ttion. ance tl~crc\vith, or wit11 thr co~ l sc~ i t  of all the dioceses of the 

i~rovincc given I I ~  ordinance of the synod of each diocese, grovidcd 
a 

that the alteration shall not takc effcct until ratified by canon 
of thc general s>nod. 

This section cstelids to altering the constitution of a ~~rov i~ ic i .  
by substituting a provincial council for a l~rovincial synod, or 
by su1)stituting a ~,rovincial synod for a provincial council. 

Poacrs. 35. A i~ ro~ inc i a l  syliod shall have such ~ ~ o ~ v e r s  For the ordrr 
and good gorcrnmcnt of this churcli \ ~ i t l i i ~ i  the ~,rovince a s  may 
bc ~Ircscril)ed by tlic constitution of tlic provincr. 

C h n ~ ~ t c r  V,--TIIE DIOCESES AND DIOCESAN SYNODS. 

tx iv t ing  
~lioccrcs. 30. Each dioccsc in Australia sliall subject to the constitution 

continue a s  a t  tlic ciatr 011 ~v l i i c l~  the coiistitutio~l takes cffcct, 
until altcrcd in  accordance therewith. 

NCW 37. (1) A new diocese may be formed in  any of the following 
diOccgcre aays ,  thnt is to sny- 
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. (a) by separation of territory from a diocese; 

(b) hy the union of two or morc d i~ceses  or parts of dioceses; 
* (c) out of territory in Australia which is not part of a nPk dioccse, ant1 either out  of such territory alone or out 

of such territory tog-ethcr with any dioccse or part of a 
diocese; 

(d) a s  n missionary diocese whether within or outsidc 
Australia. 

(2) \Vhere a new diocese is formed by separation of territory 
iron1 a dioccsc o r  by thc union of two o r  more dioceses or parts 
of dioceses, the proposal to form the ncw diocese may be initiated 
by the dioccsc o r  dioceses concerned or by the province, if .any, 
in which the diocese o r  dioceses arc  included, but the ne\v dioccse 
shall not bc formcd unless such diocese o r  dioceses and province, 
if any, agree by ordinance of their respective synods that the 
n e a  diocese shall bc formed, and thereafter npl>ly to the general 
synod to r ~ t i f y  tlic formation o f  the new diocese. 

In any case coming \vithin this subsection a new diocese shall 
not be deemed to be formed until thc formation of the diocese 
is ratificd by o r  irnder canon of the general synod. 

(3). In  any other case the proposal to form a new diocesc may 
be in~tlated in the genclal synod, but where any diocese or part 
of a diocese is included, the new diocese shall not be formed 
unless the synod of the diocese and the synod of the  province, 
if any, concerned coficurs 11)' ordinance in the inclusion. 

In  any case coming within this subsection, if a diocesc or 
l ~ a r t  of a diocese is included, the new dioccsc shall not be deenied 
to be formed, until the synod of the diocese and thc synod t f  
rhe i~rovince, if any, concerned, concur by ordinancc in the 
inclusion, and subject to such concurrence the new dioccse shall 
be decmcd to be formed a s  tlic general synod may by canon 
deterniine, but if a diocesc or part of a diocesc is not included. 
the new diocese shall be deemed to he formed a s  the general 
synod may by canon detera~ine. 

(4) Upon the formation of a nc\v diocese any church ttust 
property allocated to the new diocesc by ordinance of the synod 
of any diocese concerned, and any church trust property allocated 
to the new dioccsc by canon of the general synod in any case 
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\vhcrc a dioccsc is not concc~'~icd, shall by r.ictue of the ordinance. 
or canon, a s  tlie case may be, and \vithout any other assurance 
in tlic In\\., be lielcl for thr n c a  diocese and bc vested in the 
trustees then or thereafter allllointcd for the purl)ose and ulion and 
subject to tlie trusts affecting the same, but for the use benefit 
and 1)uri;oscs of this church within tlic ne\\' diocese. 

Al~crn t ion  of 38. (1) A dioccsc may by ordinance surrcndcr any [>art of 
dioeescs. i ts territory to any other diocesc, and tliat dioccsc may by 

ordinance accept the territory so surrendered. 
'The surrender and acccl)tance may bc n ~ a d e  upon sucli terms 

and conditions, including the  allocation of churcli tiust property, 
a s  may be agrecd uilon by the dioceses concerned. 

The aJtcration of I~oundaries under tlhs sub-section shall 
take effect on. the accelltance. 

(2) A dioccsc may by ordinniicc alter its bouiidarics so a s  
to include territory \\.hicli is not ]>art of any diocese o r  so a s  to 
csclude territory othcr\visc than by surrender to another diocesc. 

T h e  a l te~at ion of boundaries under this sub-section shall nut 
take effect until ratified by or under canon of the geiicral synod. 

Adnlis5ioll of 38. The general synod may Ily canon admit to tlie s).nod dioceses. 
any dioccsc the tcrritoiy of which is partly or aholiy outside 
Australia and may upor. sucli admisslo11 iml)osc such terms and 
conditions, including the extent of rcl~rescntntion in thc bousr 
of rellrcscntatives, as  the synod thinks fit. 

Cunstitution 
of cxisting 40. The constitution of each dioccsc in Australia shall subject 
,iioccses, to this constitution continue a s  at tlic date on ahicli the constitu- 

tion of this church takes cffcct, until altered in accordance 
thcrc\\~itli. 

Co~cslilutlon 
oi new 

41. The constitution of n new dioccsc shall ~)rovidc for the 
dioceses. .election or a]~l)ointment of the first bisIio;> of the diocese and 

may adollt all or any of the ~lrovisions set forth in the second table 
annexed to this constitutioii \vith or withoul modifications and 
additions, provided that the constitution shall not talce ctfcct 
until ratified by o r  under canon of the general synod. 
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42. In a missionary diocrsc or in a dioccsc in which there aLi,,i.,,, 

a rc  less than tcn liccnscd ~ ~ r i c s t s  of the diocese there may in ;m$4;;1r 
licu of a dioccsan synod and until the gcneral synod by o r  undcr 
any canon othcraisc l,rcscribcs lie a ~~rovisional synod with such 
constitution a s  the gcnc~a l  synod thinks fit. 

In any dioccsc in \vliicli a t  the date of the convention men- 
tioned in section one of this constitution tllcra mas no provision 
for a synod, the Iiishol) may, until thc gc~lcral synod othcrwisc 
l~rcscribcs, bc elcctcd in acco~dn~icc  aitl i  thc provisions under 
which the bishol) in officc a t  that datc \\'as clcclcd. 

43. The  constitutio~i of a dioccsc map IIC :lltcrcd in accordance Altcr?tio~l of 
thcre~vith o r  l ~ y  ordinance of tlir dioccsan synod aclopting all or 
any of the  l~rovisions sct forth in thc sccond talilc anncxcd to 
this constitution, or it may bc altcrcd a s  ~~c rmi t t cd  by or under 
any canon of thc gcneral synod. 

44. (1) h dioccsan synod may m:ikc ordinances for the older Power-i. 
and good governrncnt of  this church \vit!lin thc dioccsc. 

This  sub-scction shall not lic dccmcd to bc a direction or 
~~c rmis s ion  to ~)rcscriIic by orclinancc of a dioccsan synod within 
the mcaniiig of paragraph (c) of sub-section onc of section t\vcnty 
of this constitution, but otlicr\visc nothing in this scction shall 
limit any 11o\\ers of a dioccsan sy~iod undcr this constitution or 
undcr the constitution of thc dioccsc. 

(2) A dioccsa~i syiiod may rcfcr to t l ~ c  general synod any 
matter affecting this churcli cithcr for tlic ~ ~ u r l ~ o s c s  of  section 
tacnty  o r  for the ~ ~ c ~ r l ~ o s c s  of srction t~vcnty-one of this con- 
stitution. 

Chaptcr \'I,-TI-IE 'rRIl3ITNALS. 

45. ,.'l'hcrc sliall IIP a dioccsail tribunal of cach dioccsc, thc Tribunnlv 
spccial tribunal and the su1)rcmc tribunal, 

'u". 
46. (1) A dioccsaq tril~unal sllall consist oi a ~,rcsidcnt and tii~;e,sf:, 

not less than two other members a s  may I I ~  ~~rescr ihcd by 
ordinancc of the synod of tlic dioccsc. 

The  president and mcmbcrs shall bc elcctcd in such rnanncr, 
hold officc for such ~~c r iod ,  liavc such qualifications and be subject 
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to such disqualifications, a s  may be prescribed by ordinance nf 
the synod of the dioczsc. 

In any province the 1,rovincial synod if so requested by the 
synod of a diocese may by o~dinancc of the provincial synod 
1;rcscribr any matter directed or permitted 11). this section to be 
prescribe6 by ordinance of the synod of the diocese, 11rovided 
that the synod of the dioccse may a t  any time otl~erwise ~rcscr ibe.  

(2) ..I dioccsan tribunal shall in the case of a person licensed 
hy the bisho11 of the diocese, or in the case of any lay officer cf . the dioccsc, havc jurisdiction to hear and determine charges of 
breaches of faith ritual ceremonial or discipline, and of such 
offences a s  may be prescribed by any cnnon ordinance o r  rule. 

(8) In  m'atters involving any question of faith ritual 
ceremonial or  discipline an ap~ical shall lie from the determination 
of a diocesan tribunal to the supreme tribunal. 

In other matters a n  appeal shall lie in such cases a s  may be 
vermi:ted by or8inance~of the diocesan synod or by canon of the 
general synod from the determination of a diocesatl tribunal to 
the su1,rcme tribunal. 

Spccinl 
tr ibt~nxl~ .  

47. (1) The  slkcial tribunal shall consist of a  resident and 
not less than six other diocesan bishops chosen in such manner 
a s  may be prescribed by canon of the general synod. 

The ]]rimate shall be the ~~rcsident ,  or if he is not entitled 
to act, the metropolitan or bishol] who would exercise the 
au'thoritics I)o\\,crs rights and duties of the primate, if the office 
wcrc then vacant, shall be thc 1,resident. 

No Ilcrson by or against ahom the charge is brought shall 
be a member ~f the tribunal. 

(2) 'fhc npccial tribunal s l~al l  havc ju~isdiction to hear and 
determine ch:trgcs against any diocesan hishopd of breaches cf 
faith ritual ceremonial or  disciplinc. 

(3) An al)l>eal shall lic from the determination of tlic special 
tribunal to the s u ~ ~ r e m e  tribunal. 

Su rcma 
r r i t u n n ~ .  48. (1)  The  supreme tribunal shall consist of 3 president and 

six other members three of whom shall be bishops o r  priests and 
three of whom shall IIC laymen. 



'The president shall either be or  have 11een a bishop of a i t c  
and shall be elected by the general synod. 

'I'hc othcr memhers shall be elected in thc general synod 
as  follows, that is to say, two by the house of bishops, t~vo by 
thc clerical re~~resentativcs, and t\vo by the lay reprcscntati\~es. 
In  cxch case one of the t\vo meml~ers so elected shaU be a bishop 
or priest atid one a layman. 

A 11isliop or priest shall not bc a member unless he  i s  of a t  
lcast fifteen years' standing in holy olders. 

A layman shall not be 'a member unless he is qualified to 
be a lay representative of a diocese and is or has been a justice 
of the High Court of Australia, a judge of the Supreme Court 
of a State, o r  a practising Ilarrister or solicitor, of a t  least ten 
years1 standing, of the High Court of Australia or of the Supreme 
Court of a State. 

The  members of the tribunal shall be elected in Such manner 
hold office for such lleriod and be subject to such disqualifications 
a s  may he prescribed by or under canon of the general synod. 

No party to an appeal shall be a memher of the tribunal for 
any purpose of the allpeal and his 11lace shall be filled for the 
purpose of the appeal by the other members co-opting a Ilerson 
qualified for the office. 

If any vacancy of office arises \vl>ile the general- synod is 
not in session the vacancy shall be filled by the othcr members 
co-opting a person qualified for thc office, and any person so 
co-opted shall only hold office until thc nest ordinary session 
of the general synod, provided that if any n'ppeal is then pending 
he shall continue to hold o n c e  for the ~ ~ u r ~ m s e  of the appeal. 

(2) T h e  supreme trillunal shall have jurisdiction to hear and 
determine appeals from any determination of the special tribunal 
and from any deterrnina:ion of any diocesan tribunal ix~ any case 
in which an al~geal lies therefrom to the supreme tribunal. 

Every nl~pcnl to the supreme tribunal shall be by ~ ~ i f y  cf  
re-hearing. 

Before cjctermining any al~peal the 'sul~remh tribunal may if 
i t  tlii~iks fit consult the Consultative Body of the Lambeth 
Conference. 
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Scstcsce, 4D. (1) A tribunal shall makc such tccommcndatio~t as  it 
thinks just in tbc circunistanccs, but shall not rccomnicnd any 
scntcncc other than onc o r  niorc of tlic follo~\~ing, that is to say, 
monition, suspcnsion from office, cspulsion from officc, dcl~riva- 
tion of rights cnd cniolumcnts al)~)cifrtaining to officc, dcl~osition 
froni holy orders. 

7'Iie rccommcndation of a diocesan tribunal, or of thc su1)rcnir 
tribunal on an  apl~cal froni a diocesan tribunal, shall br niadr 
to tltc bishol) of thc dioccsc conccrncd. 

l'hc iccommcndatioii of thc sgccial tribunal, or of tlic suprctiic 
tribunal on an alq~cal from tlic special tribunal, shall bc madc to 
tlic ~ ~ r i m a t c ,  11rovided that \vhc~c the cliargc is against the 
~irimatc, the rccommcndation shall be made to thc mctrol~olitan 
or bislioli \\ho \voi~ld csercisc the authorities lmivcrs rights and 
dutics of tlir ~~r inia tc ,  if thc officc \vere then vacant. 

(2) 'I'hc Ilcrson to \vliom tbc recommendation is madc shall 
~ i v c  cffcct thcreto, 1,rovidcd that if any scntcncc is rccommc~idcd, 
lic mar  with thc conscnt of thc tribunal mitigate or abstain from 
~)ronouncing the scntcncc. 

(3) The p~ovisions of thc constitution with rcsl)cct to a n  
a l ~ l ~ c a l  frotit thc dctcrrnination of a tribunal shall cstcnd to and 
authorisc nn ril~l~cal flom a rcconinicndatio~i or s'cntencc. 

I'cedisg GO. \\'hcrc n c l~n rgc  is ~ ~ e n t l i n g  lxforc a tribunal against any 
charge. pcrson licensctl by t11c bishop of n dioccsc, thc bishol) with thr 

conct~rrcncc of thc (lioccsan council may susl,ctid such 11crson 
from the dulics of his office until lllc detcrtnination of the charge, 
and nlny maltc such nrtangcmcnts for the ~ ~ c ~ f o r m a o c c  of the 
dutics of thc officc as  map bc authorized 1)). any cnnon ordinancc 
or rulc or in thc nbscncc of such canon ordinance o r  rulc a s  thc 
bis11011 may dccn~  I)rOBel'. 

Stale Arbitme GI. I?or the ~ ~ u r p o s c  of sccuring the atteiidauce of \vitnesscs 
tion <\cI. and tlic l~roduction of documcnts and for tlic csamination of 

tvitncsscs on oath or othcrwisc a tribunal shall have thc ilowcrs 
confrrred ul~on nrl~itrators by any Act of Parlia~itcnt i n  forcc in  
thc State or territory in \vllich t l ~ c  tribunal sits. 
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62. (1) Therc s l~al l  be a body corlloratc to IIC k ~ i o x n  a s  thc cnr~~oratc 
corlloratc trustee? of thc general synod of the CIi11rcl1 of England :[~',E::,;:I 
in Australia, and in this scction rcfcrrcd to as  tbc corl)oratc 
trustecs. 

The body corlloratc siinll bc deen~cd to bc constituted as  
soon a s  this constitution takes effcct. 

(2) 'Chc corl)oratc trustees shall  ha\^ pc i~~c tua l  succession 
and a common seal, rna)'sclc and l x  sued in and by thcir cornorate ' 
namc, and may ncquirc~hold and disl~osc of any leal and ~)ersonal 
llrolicrty o r  any estate o r  intcrcst therein. 

(3) 'I'tic corrloratc trustccs shall not dispose of any rcal c.r 
pcrsonal propcrty o r  any estate or intcrcst thcrcin cscellt under 
a I)o\vcr confcrrcd 11). the instrument, if any, creating the trust 
or by la\v, or under authority coiifcr~cd by a canon of the general 
synod. 

(4) Thc  corporate trustccs shall consist O ~ Y C ~ Q I I  or such loss 
nulnbcr of ~ ~ c r s o n s  a s  ma!, be  ires scribed by canon of the gcnrral 
synod, and such 11crsons shall be elected or al~pointcd aild hold 
officc, and may be removed tlicrcfrom, a s  may bc ~ ~ ~ c s c r i b c c l  by 
canon of thc gcncrai synod. I 

(5) 'I'he corllorate trustrcs shall h:ivc such authorities po\vcrs 
and duties a s  may bc confcrrcci or irnl~oscd by canon of the 
gcncial synod. 

(0) Thc  cor1:oratc trustccs ma)  be appointed to bc tlic 
trustccs of any c h u ~ t l ~  trust ~ ~ r o ~ ~ c r t , . ,  11rovidcd that whcrc thc 
prol~erty is under the control of tlic synod of a diocese tlie nl~lloint- 
mcnt shall not be madc unlcss thc consciil of the synod is first 
obtained. 

(7) \\'here any ~ h u r ~ h  trust ~ r o p c r t y  is under the control of {,"Jpcyly 
thc synod of a dioccsc nothing coiitaincd in thls section o r  dorlu diocesan 
lhcrcunder shall remove the progcrty f ~ o m  its control o r  lllace Coll"o'. 

tlic ~ironcrty undcr the control of the general synod. 

63. All churcli trust prollclty shall be held up011 thc trusts C I I U ~ C I I  trust 
affecting the samc, and subjcct thcrcto and to any Act of Parlin- propcr'y- 

nicnt shall bc held in accordance \\,it11 this constitution. 



Clial~tcr VI11,-'I'IIE 1300K OF C01CIbION PRAYER. 

in 64. '(1) \\'here an  nltcratioi~ of the Iiook of common 11raycr 
is madc by the compctcnt authority of the Church of England 
in  England the general synod may by canon permit 'the rise 
hy this church of the altcration, but no l>ermissioi~ aivcn by lhc 
canon shall have any cffcct in any dioccsc or l~ar ish  until the 
synod of thc diocesc by ordinancc grovidcs that the altcration may 
be used in the diocese or ~)arish. 

Thc  synod of thc dioccsc may by ordillaiicc makc such 
provision as  it thinks ~ i r o l ~ c r  for cnsuring that the use of thc 
alteration shall not be ~~e rmi t t ed  in any parish against the \\,is11 
of tbc parishioners. 

(2) At any timc I~cforc the first ordinary session of the gcncral 
synod the synod 01 an). dioccsc may by ordinance 11crmit the use 
in thc dioccsc o i  an). altcration madc by the com~~c tcn t  authority 
of the Church of England in  E n d a n d  and thc ordinance may 
continuc in forcc until thr gr~ir rnl  synod IIB canon othc~\vi:c 
~~rescrihos. 

(3) This scction shall a l ~ l ~ l y  to an altcration madc beforc r r  ' 

aftcr thc date on \\'hich thc constitution takes effect. 

~cvir i ;  ill 
Aurtmlin. 55. ( I )  Except a s  provided in scction fifty-four of this con- 

stitution no i'ltcration of the hool; of common 1)raycr shall b e  
madc o r  ~~ermit tcd csccl~t  I)y a cnnbti of the jic~icral synod 11asscd 
and nppro\.ed in accordance with thc provisions of this section. 

(2) l'hc canon shall not bc madc c.\:cc~]t on a bi!l \\-hich lias 
bccn rccommcndcd hy tlic h ~ u s c  of bisliol~s after the report of a 
sliccial cornmission api~ointcd by thc gcncral synod to consider 
in what rcsl~cctt., if any, thc hook of common ~ ~ r a y c r  should bc  
altcrcd. 

(3) At lcast six months bcforc thc scssio~i of thc general 
synod in which tlic motion for lcavc to bring in the hill is madc, 
a copy of tlic bill nnd rel)ort shall be  tmiismittcd to the diocesan 
hishol) of cach dioccsc, o r  if there is a vacancy iu thc office or 
if the hishop is abscnt from Australia, to the l~crson autlioriscd 
to odminster the affairs of the  diocese, togcthcr with a. request 
that the samc ma)' he ~~ub l i shcd  o r  other\visc notified in the  
diocesc. 
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(4) Unless two-thirds of the diocesan synod within five years 
assent by ordinance to the canon and the synods so assenting 
con'tain; a majority of the ~ ~ r i c s t s  licensed in this church the 
canon shall be deemed to have been rejected and the proposed 
alteration shall not be further considered unless another hill is 
.initiated i n  accordatlce with the i~rovisions of sub-sections two 
and three of this section. 

(5) If two-thirds of the diocesan synods within five years 
assen't by ordinance to the canon and the synods so assenting 
contain a majority of the 11riests licensed in this church the 
canon shall be considered by the general synod at its nest ordinaty 
session and shall come into force if two-thirds of the memhers 
of the house of bishops two-thirds of the clerical rcl~resentati\.es 
votihg and t\vo-thirds of the lay rcl>rescntativrs voting approve 
by canon and the gencral synoci by resolution declares that such 
assent and a~>proval have been given. 

( 6 )  KO alteration of the 11ook of common 1,rnyer made under 
this section shall affect any dioccsc or the bisllol~ clergy or laity 
thereof unless t l ~ c  diocesan synod has by ordinance assented lo 
the canon. 

SG. 'The provisions of chal)tcrs one and sewtl of this con- unnltcrnblc 
stitution and the provisioos of this section shall not be altered, P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " ' .  

~~rovided that this scction shsll not ~>rcclude an alteration of the 
name of this church. 

67. The follorving 1)rovisions of this constttution, that is to Alteration by 
say, scction twenty, chal)tcr six, chal,ter eight, this section and c , P ; ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ,  
section sixty-three, map bc altcted by canon of the general synod, 
~rovidcd that the alteration shall not come into force until all 
the diocesan synods by ordinance asscnt to the canon and the 
genera! synod by resolution declares that such assent has been 
given. 

58. (1) Any alteration of the name of this church and of any Constituent 
provision of this constitution other than the ~lrovisions mentioned 
in  section fifty-seven may be made by a constituent canon of 
the general synod. 



(I) A constitucnt canon shall not 11r rnadc uiilcs'i a t  Ivazt 
six months Ilcforc tlic scssioti of tlic gctncral spnad in \vhicli 
tlir motioii for lcave to bring in thr 11ill is rnadc, $1 copy of tlir 
11ill is transtnitlcd to thc dioccsan bislioi~ of cacli dioccsc, or if 
tlierc is a vacancy in the office or if thc hislioll is a l~scn t  from 
Austrnlia, to thc pcrson autlioriscd to administer tlic alfairs of tlic 
dioccse, togcthcr \\till1 a rcclucst that thc samr may IIC ~,ublishctl 
o r  othrr\yisc notificd in the dioccsc. 

13) A constituent canon sliall not IIC made unless tlic gcncmf 
synod liasscs it 11y a niajority of thc hishops voting tlicrcon in 
the liousc of bisliops and by thc following majorities of thc 
representatives voting tlicrcon in thc liousc of rc~~rcscntativcs, 
that is to say- 

(a) a majority of clerical ~e~~rcscn ta t ivcs ;  
(h) a majority of lay rcl>rcsentativcs; 
(c) a majority of clcrical rcl~rcscntativcs and a majority uf 

lay ~c~~rcscn ta t ivcs  of a majority of thc dioccscs. 

Chal,ter S.-T11E OI'ERATION OF THE CONS'TI'I'UTIOX. 

Commoicc- 
mcnt. 

59. (1) Tlic cotistitutibn sliall takc cffcct on and aftcr a day 
to IIC a i ~ ~ ~ o i n t c d  in accordancc with this scction. 

'I'hc day shall not IIC a1>11ointcd until thc P:~rliani~tits of fivc 
Statcs have passed Acts for giving cffcct to tlic constitution. 

Tlic day shall IIC al~i)ointcd by a dccd sigticd by thc tlioccsan 
bisliops of not lcss than cightecn dioccscs in Australia, declaring 
tliat the Chucli of ICngland \sitliin tlicir rcsl~cctivc dioccscs acting 
through a synod or convention spcciall)' sunitnoncd for tlic ~ ~ u r l ~ o s c  
has asscntcd to thc constitution. 

The bishol~s signing the deed shall inclttdc a t  lcast tivo 
metropolitans. 

( 2 )  Tlic day al~ljointcd shall bc notlficd in the Govcrumcnt 
Gazcttc of each Statc by any onc or more of tlic dioccsan bishops 
11y \vIiom the deed a ~ ~ l ~ o i n t i n g  thc day i s  signcd. 

A copy of tlic Government Gxzcttc of any Statc containinx 
a notification whicli purports to he signcd 11). any onc or tliorc 
of tlic diocesan bishol~s shall be conclusive cvidencc that the day 
lias been duly ai~i~ointcd in accordance with this scctton 
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(3) l'hc diocesan I)isliol~s signing the deed shall 11c a com- 
mission for convcnirig tlic first session of tlir general synod, and 
notwithstanding any othcr provision of the constitution the com- 
mission may do o r  cause :o be donc anything nrcessary or 
convenient for the convening and holding of the session. 

The  commission shall appoint tlic timc and place for the 
session, and shall a t  least three months brfore the time for the 
session in such manner as  the cummission deems ~ ~ r o l ~ c r  summon 
the diocesan bis11or)s of the cliocescs to which the constitution 
applies, and requirc them to convene the ~rescr ibcd numbc~  of 
clerical and lay rel~rcsentativcs of their rrsi~cctive dioccscs a t  the 
ag~~o in ted  time and place. 

GO. (I) Thc  constitution shall a11~1ly to cvery ciiocese in x ' ~ p ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Of thc constitu- 
Australia ivhich assents to the constitution, \\'licthcr before o r  after lion. 
the constitution ta1;cs effect, and to every dioccsr formed or 
admitted to the general synod under tllc constitution. 

(2) \ \~hcrc all the dioceses of any llrovincc so assent to the 
constitution, thc constitution slinll apl~ly to the ~~rov ince  as tvell 
a s  to each dioccse. 

If any diocese of a ~~rov ince  so asscrits but any othcr dioccsc 
of the province. docs not so assent to tlic constitution, the diocese 
so assenting shall ccosc to IIC included in the ~~rovincc. 

(3) If any diocese in Australia docs not assent to the con- 
stitution the ciiocrse shall not by reason only of that fact I;c 
dcl~rivcd of f c l l o ~ r ~ s l ~ i ~ ~  o r  communion \vitli this church or with any 
clioccsc of the Church of England in :\ustralia and Tasmania, 
and may have association with this church on suc l~  tcrms 2nd 
conditions a s  may be agrrcd u1101i by ordinance of the dioccsar~ 
synod of the dioccse and l,y canon of the gencral synod. 

61. T h e  constitution and all acts matters and things done Opcmtiou 
~ ~ n d e r  the constitution shall be binding on the bis1101)s clergy ~~,:~$,,,;,,. 
and laity a s  mcrnl~ers of this church and for all ] )ur~~oscs  connected 
tvith or in any \tray relating to cl~urcli trust ~)roperty. 

G2. Every- consensual compact and ever)! cnncthcnt in force L1rcvious r 
in this church, o r  in any province o r  dtoccsr ~vhich has bccome : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ d  
o r  becomes a province or diocese to which thc constitution al)(~lics 
shall, subject to the constitution, continue in fcrcr in this church 



or  in the province or dioccsc, until altercd undet the constitution 
in the case of any comllact o r  enactment in force in this chu~ch,  
and until altcrrd under the constitution of the lxovince or  diocese 
in thc case of any compact or enactment in force in t l ~ e  province 
or dioccsc, a s  the case may be. 

This scction extends to any dctcrmination rule or  regulation 
made by the synod known as  the General Synod of the Dioceses 
in Australia and Tasmania any constitution act canon or ordinance 
made by thc 1)rovincial synods of New South Wales Victoria 
Queensland and \Yestcrn Australia resl)ectivcl!~ and any constitu- 
tion act canon ordinance rule or regulation made by the diocesan 
synod of any dioccse in Australia. 

Dccirions Pri,y Collncil of G3. No decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
nnd I'nglisll 01. of any otlicr court'in England on any ~ u e s t i o n  as to the faith 
Courts. riiual ccrenioninl or discipline of the Church of England in  

England shall bind any court or tribunal on any question as to 
the faith ritual ceremonial or discipline of tllis church, but uothing 
in this section shall preclude any such decision from being .cited 
to any court or tribunal a s  a ~)crsuasivc ~~rccedent .  

This section shall al~llly to a decision givrn eitlicr l~cfore or 
aftcs the dntc oti n~lticli this constitution takes effect. 

~ l i s t o r y  of lllc 04. U'hcre any qucstion ariscs as to the faith ritual ceremonial Churclk in 
E ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ .  or discillline of this church or  a s  to tile authorities go\vers rights 

and duties of bishops ~lricsts and deacons of this church or any 
officcr or  metuber thereof recourse sllall unless the general synod 
by canon otherwise  resc scribes be had to the history canons prac- 
tice and custon~ of thc Church of England in England, 

This scction shall not a1)11ly to any canon ~ rac t i ce  or custom 
nhicli a11l)lies to the Church of England in  I2ngland by reason 
only of its I~cinp thc established church thereof. 

Interpretation. G5. (1) I n  the constitution unless the contest or subject mattcr 
othcr\\.isc indicates- 

".4ustralia1' includcs any \)art of Ilis Majestfs Dominions 
\cithin the Commonwealth of Australia and any territory in  
rcspect of t\,liich a mandate is exercised by the Government 
of the Common\cealtli of Australia. 
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"Cnhon" includcs n constituent and x ~~rovi.;ional canon. 
"Church trust ~)rol)crty'~ means 1)ropcrty held in trust for o r  
on behalf of or for tllr 11% 01 this cliu~ch and includcs 
~ i ro~ ic r ty  held for the hrnefit of or in connection with any 
dioccsc or ~)arisIi or othcr\\~ise. 
"Diocesan I~islio~i" means hishop of a src. 
"Diocesan synod" and "synod of a diocrst=" includc n gro- 
visional synod. 
"Diocc,sc" rncanb n diocrsc, of this cliurch. 
"Gnietal synod" rnrans tlic Kc~lrral s)notl undrr tho con- 
stitution. 
"Liccnsc" means a licencr under seal of a b i s l i o ~  of a 
dioccsc and "licrnsed" ha.; a meaning co~rcsponding s ~ t h  
that of licrnrr. 
"Metrol~olitan" includrs tlir wnior I~isholl rsercising thc 
autlio~itics ~]o\ \ers  rights ant1 duties of thc mctro~~olitan. 
"Ordinance" inrludrs any ar t  canon constitut~on ~ ~ r o v i ~ i n t l  
statute or otlicr rnnctlnrrtt of n 1)rovincial o r  diocesan synod 
o r  of tlic coml~ctcnt autho~i ty  in 01 \ \~ t l i  rcslwct to a mis- 
\ionary dioccsc. 
"I'nrish" mcans any riarish lrnrocl~ial distiict or similar 
pastoral d~vision constitutrd b)+ o r  u~lclcr o~diriance of thc 
synod of a dioccsc an electoral nrca for thr elcction of TPIIrC- 
srntatives to thc qynod. 
"Parishioner" rncans any 1)crson rntitlcd to votc at the 
rlcction of reprcsc~italives of tllr parish to thc synod of a 
dioccsc. 
"Primate" includes tlic mrtrol~olitan or senior bisliol~ csetcis- 
ing thc authorities lloncrs rigllts and dutics of thc )?rjmatc. 
'LProvincial synod" includes a provincial council. 
"See" rnentis n scc of this chutcl~. 
"State" rncans x Statc of tlic Comrnon~\calth of r\ustlaJi:~. 
" ~ h c  co~lstitution" or .lthis constitution" mcans the con- 
stitutiali of tbis church. 
'L'l'llis churcliV means tlic Cliu~Ji of England in t\ustralia. 
"\'oting 1,)' orders" r c f c ~ s  to t~vo distinct vote5 being takcn, 
that is to say, a votc of clerical rcl~rcscntativ~~s, and a votc 
of lay rel~rescntativcs. 



(2) In the constitution "the book of comlnon llraycr" means 
the book of common prayer as  received by this church bciote 
and at ' the date of the convention mentioned in section one of 
thc constitution, that is to say, tlic 11ook of common player and 
administration of the sacraments a.~d otlicr rites and ceremonies 
O F  the Church according to the use of thc Church of England 
together \r.itli the psalter o r  psalms of David ~,ointed as  they arc 
to be sunE or said in churcl~cs and the forn! and manner of 
making ord:~ining and cnnsccrating bishol~s priests and deacons. 

For  :be purl)ose.i of this definitroii "the I)ook of common 
prayer" shall bt. drenied to include thc articles of religion, sonie- 
times called the thirty-nine articles. 

(3) In the casr of lay but not of  clerical prrsons words in 
the constitutio~i importing the niasculinc shall it~clude the 
frminine. 

Cl~npters. GG. This constitution is dividccl into tlic follo\ving clial,ters: - 
Chal~ter I.-The Declarations. 
Chapter 11.-Thr Co\.crnmrnt of the Church. 
Chapter 111.--'l'lir Gcncsral Synod. 
C11ai)tcr IT.-'l'lir Provincrs and Plo\~incial Synods. 
Cl~xpter T.-The Dioceses and Diocc~an S> nods. 
Chal~tcr TI.-The l'rihuaais. 
Clial~ter \'It.-Tlic 1'1011crty o l  tlic Church. 
Chapter \'11I.-l'hc Book uf Common Prayer, 
C h a ~ ~ t c r  1S.-?'li~ Alteration of the Constitution 
Chapter S.-The Ol~eration of ttic~Constitution, 

FIRST 1'ABLE ASXESEL) 'I'O SCHETJULE ONE. 

1. The  number of clerical and lay representatioes resl)ecti\,ely 
of each diocese shall be in l~ro~jortion to the ~ ~ u m b c r  of clergymen 
of the diocese and shall bc determined by dividing that number 
by a quota, and if on tlie divisioii there is a remainder, the 
diocese shall be entitled to one more clerical and one niore lay 
regresentalive. 



The ~trimary quota shall IIC fiftccn, ~rrovidcd that Ivhcre the 
numbcr of clergymen escccds thrc-r hundrcd the r1uot.1 shall in 
rcsl~cct of the excess Ibe doubled. 

2. Nottvithstancling any otl~cr. provision in this tallle each 
ciioccsc shali be cntitlcd to a t  11.ast one. clerical and one lay 
rcltrcsetitativc. 

3. Ziotnithst: qding any other I)rovision in this table the 
grncral synod may by canon var! thc 11timary quota. 

4. 111 this tablr "clcrgyrn:~n" mcans a clergyman resident 
and duly licc~isccl to otiiciatc in thc~ dioccsr conce~ncd. 

SICCOND 'l'AllLE t\l\;Sl:SI~D '1'0 SCIII:317L1.: OSE. 

l't+ot~iuionx trlrirk nlnp br ctrloplrcl it1 / he  c~ r~ t~~ l i l r t f i on  of ct ~tetr: 
cliocrsr or. ?I!/ c~rrlirrrtrtc~c~ 1 0 j  t h v  s!/II~J(~ of fttt!/ 11ir)~v~sr. 

1. 'Thr ti* tLsan .,ynotl shall cor~sist of thc bisliolt thc licenscd Co~eporitton. 
~tricsts of tlic d~uccsc 'o~ such of them ns mar  11c ~)rescribcd Ity or 
undcr ordi~iancc of this synod, ancl lay rclitcscntativcs of cach 
11arisIi of thc dioccsr, togc~tlicr \t ith .;ucli additional mcmbcrs, 
if  ally, a s  may hc prcscriltcrl 11y or undrr ortlinance OF thc synod. 

:\ ~tarish shall mean any 11arisli ltarochinl district or similar 
~ ~ a s t o r a l  division constittitcd Ity or 11ncli.r ordi!iancc of the diocesan 
synod a11 clectoial area for thc clcctian of lay rcl~rescntatit-cs to 
the synod. 

2. (1) P\II clcction of thr lay rc~trescntativcs of a parish shall Lay rcprc 

bc held undcr a mandate uf tlic Itisliol~ once at least in cvcry SC"t"'i'CS' 

t b ~ e e  years a t  such time as  liiay Itc ~trescribcd 11y ordinance of the 
diocesan synod. 

(2) The  lay rcl~rcsentatircs of a ~ t a r i s l~  shall be elected and 
certified, and any vacancy in the place of a iny rcl~rescntative 
may IIC filled, in such mannct as  tlic diocesan sy:locl may by 
ordinance dctcrminc. 

13) The  numbcr of lay rel!rcscntativcs for ally parish shall 
I J ~  one ttt.0 or three xs may bc ~trescribrd by or 1111dcr ordinance 
of the diocesan synod. 
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(4)  Xo ])rrsoti \vho is :~nclcr tlir agr  of t\!rntv-ollr 1 cats 1st 

is  not a communicant of thi, church ..hall Iir clualifircl tc~ ic* 
rlcctrd o r  to \.otc for the clcctio~i of a lay ~c~~rcscn tn l iv r .  

3. 'Thc ciioccsan ,a!iir~d may dctrrminc in such mannrl .I- 

~t ma). derm pioper \\Ii~*tlir~ any 11r1.011 a h o  claiti~s t~ IIV ,I 

rncmller of the synod i s  cntitlcd to Iir such nirlnbc.r, and ma! 
dctrrtninc \vlieth:r lie has I ~ c r n  duly mid la\\ fully rlrcttbtf nlil)!~int~ d 
o r  summoned to the synod. 

.I-. (1) The diocesan synod tuay ll~occrd to t i ~ r  d'sl~atcli ~f 
business ~~otwiths tanding tbr failure of an\  11;1rt>h tri 11rovid1. 
It11 its rcl~trscr.tation in tlir synod. 

r!) S o  ordinance rulr act o r  r\ctcisc of 11o\\cr of the diocrs.ur 
*yncid shall be vitiated by 1Pason onl) of thr fact that any II(.I*I)I~ 
to I](. elrctcd a1111ointrd or suninionrcl to the <)nod has not I~rrtr 
elcclcd al111oinlcd or sumnionr.d, or 11y reason only 01 any inform- 
slit!. Ivith rcsllcct to thc clr.ctioii al~l~ointinfi. or summoning. 

.5. (1) The  bishol, of rhr dioccsr or in his al~sencc a coni- 
missary al)jiointed by him in n~ i t i n f i .  shall IIC thr  111csitlrnt of 
thr dioccsati synod, and i[ thew i5 no w c h  commissary 1)tcsrnt 
or the see is vacant, tlic I)crson a~~l~oitilcci f o ~  the ~ i u r l ~ o ~ i ,  11) or 
under any ordinancc rule o~ rrzolution of tlir 'i)nnd hliall I)? thl* 
~)rcsident. 

(2) The ~~rzs iden t  may take part in any tliscus~ion. 
(3) Thc r~rcsident may \\it11 the concurrrncr of 1111. dioct~\an 

synod Ilrorogue and dissol\,c rlir y.t~od. 

0. The rluoruili of the diocesan synod shall b r  5uch clutit.t~ot 
a s  may be ~~r r sc r ibcd  by ordinaiicc of the synod. 

7. Any question to bc dclcrmincd by thc rlioci~san s y i i ~ ~ d  
shall I I ~  t1etc:mincd in such manner and by such majol~ty ,  aud 
whether on voting by orders or oiher\visc, a- may he I~rcsct ibrJ  
by ordinance of the syood, and until olhrrniso Ijrcsclibcd, 11117 
yucstion shall be determined by majorities on voting by otdcrs, 
that is to salt, a majority of the clerical rcl~rcscntativcs votitifi 
ther~*on and a majority of the lay rel>reswtativcs voting thcrron. 

8. (1) 'l'l~r diocesan synod may make ordin;~ncss for tllr 
older and good govcrnmyt  of this church \\itllin the dic~ccsc,. 
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'I'his sull-scrtion shall not be clc~cn~cd to IIC s direction or 
~~rrnmiszion to ~)~cscr i l le  by o~dinance of the diocesan synod 
~ r i th io  thc ~nea.ling of 11arngral1h !e) of sub-section one of scction 
t\ \rnt\  of the constitution of this church, but othcr\visr nothing 
in this scction shall limit any ~;o\vers of the diocasan syr~od 
I I I I ~ C ~  t11~ ronbtituti,on of this church or i~ndcr  tile con~titutlon 
of ~ h c  cliocesc. 

(2) 'l'hc follo\~ing mattcrs are enumerated as  being within 
' 

tllr 1101\rrs nlcntioned in sub-section one of this' section, but 
thr rnumr~a t ion  shall not limit thc genrtality o i  the l~rovisions 
of that sub-scction:- 

(21 )  t11~ c l~ct ion of the bishop of thc diocrsc: 
( I I )  the erection or constitutioti of a churrh to 111, the cathedral 

churrh; 
Ic) tlir nl)poin:n~cnt authoritirs Ilo\\crs right an2  duties of 

coacijutor and as>istant 11ishol)s and otllcr d~occsan 
officc~s: 

((11 ~ h c  oaths drcla~ations and asscnts to I)(- ~ecluired of 
11r1sons nllo dcsitr ttr br licrnsccl to caercisr the functions 
of mly sl~iritual or la! officc; 

fr) tlic l icen=e~ to IIC is5ucd by thr bishol], the tenure and 
conditions of officc thcrcunder, wcl Lhc circumstances 
ill ~vh i rh  the Ihishol~ may susl~end or revoke n liccnsr; 

I f )  thc gcnelnl standards of education and fitness to .be 
attainccl hy pelsons vllo di,sirc to IIP admitted to holy 
o l d e ~ s  or to the ministry of this cl~utch; 

f,q) the ~~roniotion of sound leatning and tl~cological stud)? 
amonfi. the c l c ~ g y  and laity; 

(11) thr cstal~lishment recognition and sulllIort of scl~ools 
collcqes hosl~itals ant1 othcr chatitable institutions and 
social agencies; 

(i)  the ~ ~ r o n ~ o t i o n  of the causc of home and foreign missions; 
(j) the commendation of forms of service not contained in 

the I~ook of cotnmon prayer for use on special or com- 
memorative occasions; 

(k) the election or apl)ointmcnt of In! and clerical re~)resenta- 
tivcs of thr diocese in the ~~rovincial or general sytfbd,' 
and the filling of a vacancy in the place of any sucll 
representative; 
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(I) thr  al)l~oi~itnic.nt of a person to IIC the ~)rcsidciit of thc 
rlioccsan synod in thr abscnc? of the 11isho11 and com- 
misqarf or during a vacancy of the sce; 

(m) the clcction of lay ie l~~~csrnta t ivrs  of cach t~arisli, thc 
tiun111rr of lay icpirsentativrs of anin ~ ~ a ~ i s h ,  the fill in^ 
ol a rncancy in the ~Ilacc of n lay i~ l~ rcsen ta t ivc  of any 
~~a r i s l i ,  ant1 the r l c c t i o ~ ~  or a l~t~ointmeut  of additional 
n~i~nabrrs,  in the diocesan synod; 

(n) the d c t r ~ m i n ~ t i o n  of any claim to rr,cn~l~crsbi!~ of the 
diocc,san synod, :ind of tlic validity of any rlcction 
a l~pointn~cnt  or suninions to thr synod: 

(0) t h ~  firoiitids on ~ ~ h i c l i  a ~ict'son may b r  disqualified from 
being elected o r  from silting o r  voting a s  a member cf 
thc diocesan aynod; 

111) tlic fo~nintion union and division of ~ ~ a r i s h r s ,  the altcra- 
tion % tlir 11011ndaric~ ~hcieof,  thr  constitution of other 
l~aGto~ 1 arcas o r  cliargcs; 

fq) the (.lcctlon o r  apl~ointnirnt of church \va~drns  and othcr 
l~arocliial olfice~s; 

(rl  thp irfiulation and ~naiiagcnicnt of tlic afiair$ of the 
d i ~ c r , ~  mid of an\ 11aiish or j>astoral area o r  charge 
thereof; 

( 5 )  the ~rgi~la t io t i  managcnicnt and disl~osal of ptopcrty 
monr\c  and rcvcnur.i under the control of the dioces.in 
~ y n o d ,  cubjcct to t h r  trust affecting the same, ~vhetlicr 
original or as  varied in accotdancc \\*it11 the trust iustru- 
nirnt or by any .Act of I'allianirnt, and the kcelling and 
~ r u d v r ~ n ~  of ))lopcr accounts; 

It) the 11rovision of su~~cmnnuat ion and ~ i ~ o v i d c n t  funds for 
clerical and lay officers; 

(11) insi11anc~ against any loss o r  damage, \\hctlicr by fire 
o r  othrr\\isc. i n  ~ c s l ~ c c t  of any insurable church trust 
l>ropmty and against any rish or liability in respect of 
an\- pct'soii in thr sPrvicr o r  em~~loymciit  of this cliurcli; 

(I-) Iiiattrrs dirrcted o r  ~>crmittcd by the constitutiati of this 
church to be ~>ucscrilicd by ordinaiicc of the dioccsan 
synod; 

Ov) lunttcrs incidmtal to tile rsccution oi  any poacr vestcd 
by thc constitutioi: of this church in the diocesali synoli. 
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1.7) Thc  dio?rsan synod may rcfcr to the g~:ncral syiiod any 
rnattcr affecting this cliurch eitlicr for the ~ ~ u r l ~ o s c s  of section 
twenty or for tlic ~~u.rposcs of scc:ion t~venty-one of thc constitution 
of this cliurch. 

9. [I) An o~dinal!cc of the diocesan synod shall be made Ordinances. 
hy a bill passed in accordance \vitli the standing oldcrs. 

(2) The bill shall 11c initiated by a motion for lcave to bring 
in the bill, and shall not I)? ~iasscd until tlic bill has been ~ e a d  
a first and st.cond tlmc, considered in committcc aftcr thc sccond 
rcading, and rcwd the third'timc. 

10. (1) Thc  diocesan synod may make rules prescribing anp Kules. 
thinfi ncccssaly o r  convc~licnt to be prcscribcd for c a r ~ y i ~ i g  out 
and giving cffcct to any ordinancc of the synod or for controlling 
and regulating thc affairs of the synod, and in particular may 
malx rules l~rcscribing- 

(a) t l i ~  I ) ~ O C P ~ U T C  for any election o r  alq~ointmcnt to be made 
11). or undcr the authority of tlic synod to any office; 

(h) thc authorities potvcrs rights and duties of any officer 
committcc b o a ~ d  or commission of thc synod. 

(2) t\ rule shall bc made by resoli~tion after notice 21.1s l~ccn 
duly givcn ill accordance 34th thc standing orders. 

11. (1) An ordinance or rule of the diocesan synod shall not ~~rdillanccs 
takr cffcct o r  Iizvc any valtdity unlcss \\ithill tlirec months after 

rules' 

thc passing of thc samc the bisho]] shall assent thereto in writrng. 
If thr  bis11011 docs not so assent, and the ordinance or rule 

is again passed a t  thc nest scssion of tlic synod by txo-thirds cf 
the clerical rcl~resctitativcs voting and t~vo-thirds of the lay 
rcl~rcsantativcs voting, the synod may rcfcr the ordinance or 
rule to the house of bishol~s of the general synod with provision 
fo'r the ~~rcsentnicnr  of the casc for the diocesan synod and,the 

.house of llishol~s may detcrmi~ie whcthcr thc ordinance o r  rule 
is to have cffcct oot\vithstandiiig that the bisholi has not con- 
sented thcrcto. 

(2) An ordinance or rule of a diocesan synod shall be binding 
on the bishol~ clcrgy and laity of this church in the diocese. 

12. T h e  diocesan s ~ n o d  may pass resolutions declaring tlic Re501u'ion'. 
view of the synod on any matter affecting this church or affecting 
s~~ i r i t ua l  moral or social \vclfarc. 
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Stnlal:ag 
o l d <  I. 15. Thc- diocesan synod may r rgt~lnt r  tllr conduct of the 

l)r15in~w of thv cynod l ~ n d r r  standing ordrrs or otlirrlvise a s  it ' 
ma\. dcrm ptollcr. 

~e'i i lonq. 14. 'Shetr shall lip x srssinii nf tbr  diocrsnn syun13 once a t  
least in r r r ry  year unlpss thr synod has iiy resolution l~rr\.iously 
d~rectcd that n loilgrr ~ieriotl shall rla1)5(., 

'I'hr scpsion shall be hrld at such t i ~ n c  :~nrl r)~,cc a; may 
I)r apl~ointed by or undrr an! ordinnnrr of tlir synod 

1'rnrc c tlinq-. 1.5, l 'hr ~irncctdings nl the diorrsati synoQ shall br doly 
t c r o ~ d r d  ant1 br autlirnticatrd I)? tlir s i ~ t i a t u r c  of thc prrsidrnt. 

iCrcry ordinnncr oF llir dinrrsan synud shall be ~rrinted in 
du~)licatr and mch  tlul~licatc shall br compared and cibrtified a s  
colrrct by thr ~~r r s iden t ,  Iir rha:rman of conimittcc.: and cbr 
srcrrtniirs oi tlir sjnod, at~thrntirntrd hi- tlic official seal and 
filrd i n  Iiook<. . 

Seal. 16. (11 'She diocrsan >>nod bhall ha\.c an official scal, \\hich 
clp11 I)r judicially noticed. 

0 . .  I lie seal %hall not Ile usrd to autlicnticatr any ordirance ~ u l c  
rrstilution instrument or document or any col~y thcrcof escept 
ullrln a ~esolution ol  the synod or of the dioccsan c:ouncil-of 
tlic' synod and In thc Ix.esrncc of a t  Icast three members of tht. 
council. 

(2) .\ny orclinancr rulr ~rsolution ins t tummt o r  docunicnr 
nutlicntiratcd 11)- thr official seal shall br admissible i n  evidencc 
\vitliout further proof. 

.\ copy of any ordinance rule UI  resolution autIio*iticated by 
:lie official seal and purl>ortin# to br crrtified bp a1 least three 
rnrnibcrs of tlir dioccsnn cour~ril as  a t~u r*  COII). shall be evidence 
of tlir oldinanre rulc or resolution aud 11r atlmissibla in evidence 
~ t i t hou t  further proof. 

Uiocc5a11 
Council. 

Z i .  T l i c ~ r  shall l ~ c  a diocrsan council which !,hall consist 
OF the bishol) and such numbe~  of clrrgvmcn and laymcn, and 
cleclcd or apl)oinlcd in such nianncr, a s  may be yrrscribcd by 
o~dinancc of the diocesan synotl. 

*l'lie dioccsan council shall liavr stlcli authorities powers and 
tlutir\ as may Iir ~ircsclibcd by ordin:~ncr of tlic dii)ces::n synod. 
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The seal books and records of the diocesan synod shall t.e 
erltrusted to thc 'diocesan council for safe Iteeping. 

18. The diocesan synod rnay appoint any committee board o r  Committees 
commission that it may deem proper for carrying out or *ving ~ ~ $ s ~ ~ s .  
effect to any ordinance rule or resolution'of the synod. 

Unless otherwise provided ordinance o r  rule of the synort 
(a) the committee board or ronimission map include or consist 

of persons who are not members ot the synod; 
(11) the members of the committee board 01 commission shall 

be elected or appointed and shall hold office a s  may be 
determined by resolution of the synod, but shall not, 
unlcss the resolution so provides, cease' to be members 
of the committee board o r  commission by reason only 
of ccasing to be membe~s  of the synod; 

(c) the committee board or cominission shall hqve such 
~ ~ o w c r s  and duties as  may be conferred or imposed by 
resolution of the synod; 

(d) the committee board o r  commission may, if the synod 
by resolution so directs, continue to exist and to exercise 
and perfdrm its po\\.crs and duties, until the eslliration 
of the first \wck of the nest following ordinary session 
of the synod, notwithstanding the prorogation or dissolu- 
tion of the synod by which the committee board or 
commission is ap~~ointed.  - 

I certify that the Ordinancc a s  printed is in accordancc'~\.itl~ 
the Ordinance as reported. 

A. J. GOULD, 
Chairman of" Committees. . 

d 

We certify that this Ordinance was passed by the Synod of 
the Diocese of Sydney this twenty-second day of March, 1025. 

E. CLAYDON Secretaries nf 
HARtSGTON 13. CO\VPEI< 1 the Synod. 

I assent to this Ordinance. 
JOHN CHARLES SPDNEY. 

3rd April, 1928. 
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