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CHURCH ADMINISTRATION ORDINANCE 1990
No. 38, 1990

AN ORDINANCE to provide for parochial government and other matters
relating to, church administration.
NOW the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney ordains as follows -

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY

Citation
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the "Church Administration Ordi
nance 1990".

Definitions
2. (1) In this Ordinance -

"annual vestry meeting" means a meeting convened under clause 4
and includes any adjournment of such a meeting;
"Archbishop" means the Archbishop of Sydney for the time
being;
"Archbishop-in-Council" means the Archbishop with the advice of
the Standing, Committee (except as provided by clause 49);
"church", in relation to a building or part of a building, means a build
ing or part ota building of a parish duly consecrated or licensed for
the celebration of divine service.
"clause" means a clause of this Ordinance;
"divine service" means a service provided for in 

(a) The Book of Common Prayer, or
(b) An ,Australian Prayer B,?ok,
with such variations to any service as are lawful in the rel
evant church;

"financial year" means a year ,commencing on'1stJanuary;
"minister" means -

(a) in relation to a provisional parish or an assisted
provisional parish, the person licensed thereto for the time
being as curate-in-charge; ,

(b) in relation to any other parish, the person licensed thereto
as incumbent; and

(c) except in clause't8(1), in the absence or incapacity of a
person referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) or during any
vacancy in office of the curate-in-charge orincumbent, the
person authorised under clause ,59 for the'time being to
exercise all or any of the functions of the curate-in-charge
or incumbent, to the extent to which those functions are
properly exercisable in accordance with ,his licence or
other authority;



"parish" means a parish, provisional parish or assisted provisional
parish constituted under or recognised as such for the purposes of
the Parishes Ordinance 1979;
"parishioner" means, subject to subclauses (2) and (3) 

(a) in relation to a parish, a person -
(i) who is a member of the Anglican Church of Australia;

and
(ii) who has usually during 3 months in the 12 months

preceding the time at which the status of the person
as a parishioner is to be determined attended divine
service in a church of the parish; and

(b) in r!~lation to a church, a person -
(i) who is a member of the Anglican Church of Australia;

and
(ii) who has usually during 3 months in the 12 months

preceding the time at which the status of the person
as a parishioner is to be determined attended divine
service in that church;

"vestry meeting" means a meeting of parishioners of a church or
parish convened under clause 3 and includes an adjourned
meeting.
(2) A person may not be a p'arishioner of more than one parish at the

same time. If, but for this subclause, a person would be a parishioner of
more than one parish at the same time, the person must elect as to the
pa~ish of which he or she. considers himself or herself to be a par
Ishlonerand any such election, when made, cannot be varied during the
3 months next following the date on which it was made.

(3) A person may not be. a 'parishioner of more than one church at
~he. same time. If, but for this subclause, a person would be a par
Ishioner of more than one church at·. the same time, the person must
elect as to the church of which he or she considers himself or herself to
be a parishioner and any such election, when made, cannot be varied
during the 3 months following the date on which. it was made.

(4) In addition to the words and expressions defined in this clause,
the definitions in the Schedule to the Interpretation Ordinance 1985
apply to this Ordinance.

(5) In this Ordinance -
(a) a reference to a function includes a reference to a power, auth

ority and duty; and :
(b) are,ference to the exercise ()fa function includes, where the

fu.nption is 'a duty, a reference to the performance of the
duty.

(6). In this Ordinance -,
(a)a reference to a person ,becoming bankrupt includes a refer

ence to the person applying to take the benefit of any law for
the relief of bankrupt or insolvent debtors, compounding with
his or her creditors or making an assignment of his Of' her
remuneration for their benefit; and
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(b) a reference toa person becoming mentally ill includes a refer
ence toa person becoming a temporary patient, a continued
treatment patient, or a forensic patient within the meaning of
the Mental He,alth Act 1990 or a protected person within the
meaning of the'Protected Estates Act 1983.

(7) In this Ordinance
(a) a reference to the Book of Common Prayer includes a ref

erence to the Form and ~anner of Making,Ordaining and
Consecrating Bishops, Priests and Deacons; and

(b) a reference to An Australian prayer Book includes a refer
ence to any additional form of service authorised by a
canon of the General Synod which has been adopted by
an ordinance of the Synod.

PART 2 - VESTRY MEETINGS

When and for what purposes may vestry meetings be convened?
3. A vestry meeting of a church may be convened at any time for the con
sideration of any business connected with the church.

Annual vestry meeting
4. A vestry meeting is to be convened each year for each church and
held on a day which is on or after 1 February and not later than 31 March
in that year.

Who may convene' a vestry meeting?
5. (1) A vestry meeting ofa church may be convened by the minister
and churchwardens (if any) of the church.

(~) If. an ord~na~ce rE:}.quires any business to be referred to a vestry
meeting In a pansh In which there are 2 or more churches and the busi
~e~s concerns all of the ch.urches, a combined vestry meeting of par
Ishioners of thewholepanshmust be convened by the minister and
churchwardens of the principal church.

(3) The Archbishop may direct the minister and churchwardens of a
church to convene a vestry meeting.

How is a vestry meeting convened?
6. (1) A vestry meeting of a church is convened -

(a) by notice in writing placed in apfominentposition at the
main entrances to the church; and

(b) by announcement at each Sunday service on at .least 2
Sundays before the day of the meeting of the date, time

. and.place of them~eting.
(2) If services are celebrated less frequently than once each Sun

day, the announcement may be made at.the.service or.services cel
ebrated .on one Sunqay.only before the meeting.

(3) The minister may give notice of a vestry meeting bysuch means
and- at such times as he thinks fit in additionto the notic:e required to De
given under this clause.
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Who is entitled to participate in a vestry meeting?
7. (1) A person (other than the minister) is not entitled to take part in or
to be counted for the p.urposes of a quorum at a vestry meeting unless
the person has first subscribed the following declaration -

"I am a member of the Anglican Church of Australia.
I have been baptised.
I am not less than 18 years of age.
I have usually during 3 months within the past 12 months attended
divine service at the church of .
I do not claim to be a parishioner of any other church of the Anglican
Church of Australia.

Dated this day of 19
.(~) In the case: o! an ~nnual vestry meeting of a church, the following

additional subscnptlon IS to be added to the declaration in subclause
(1)-

"I have not voted at a vestry meeting of any other church of the
Anglican Church of Australia within the past 3 months and I do not
intend to vote at a" vestry meeting of any other church of the
Anglican Church of Australia within the next 3 months."
(3) The election of a person to any office is not invalidated by reason

only of the omission of any person to make the declaration required by
this clause.

(4) It is competent for a vestry meeting to invite any person to be
present at the meeting and to speak.

What are the requirements for a quorum?
8. (1) ~even persons who have signed the"declaration'in clause 7, or
the f!llnlster and 6 such persons, constitute a quorum at a vestry
meeting.

(2)' 'Ifnoquorum is present within half an hour after the time
~ppointedfor the meeting, ~he meeting stands adjourned for 7 days, the
time and place for the adjourned meeting being the same as those
appointed for the first meeting.

(3) If a quorum is not present within half an hour of the time
appointed for the adjourned meeting, the meeting is dissolved and the
Archbishop or a person or persons appointed by him -

(a) may deal as he or they think fit with any or all of the business
that could have been dealt with atthat meeting had a quorum
been present; and

(b) may fix a date by which the minister may make 'such appoint
ments as he would have been entitled to make under clause 15
at or within 28 days after the annual vestry meeting.

Who chairs a vestry meeting?
9. (1) The minister, if present,.isthe·chairman of a vestry meeting.

(2) If at any time the ministeris notpresentand no appointment has
been made under clause 59, the'meeting, before proc~eding to or with
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any business, must elect a chairman to preside during the absence of
the minister.

(3) The chairman has a casting vote only.
(4) Nothing in thiscla~se prevents the minister, if present at a'loestry

meeting, from authorising a person entitled to take part in the meeting to
be chairman.

(5) The minister may revoke his authorisation under subclause (4) at
any time.

What preparations need'lo be made for an annual vestry meeting?
10. Before the annual vestry'meeting of a church, the churchwardens
of the church will need to have complied with-'

(a) clause 20(1 )(k)- as to the' preparations of statements and
accounts; and

(b) clause 20(1)(1)- 'as to the auditing of the statements and
accounts; and

(c) clause20(t)(m) -as to the making available to parishioners of
the statements and auditor's report.

In a single-church parish, what is ,the "business of the annual vestry

meeting?
11. In a parish having only one church, the business of the annual ves
try meeting of the church is -

(a) after the meeting has been opened, to receive the declarations
of those persons then present (clause 7(1) an~ (2»;

(b) to determine whether a quorum is present (clause 8(1»;
(c) to appoint a minute secretary;
(d) to read the noti.ce.convening the meeting Or to resolve that it be

taken as read;
(e) to receive apologies;
(f) to give direction~ as to the reading ofthe minutes of the meet

ing at or after its conclusion;
(g) to receive and pass or otherwise determine on the statements

of t,he churchwardens (clause 20(t)(n»;
(h) to receivenotificationof'the name of the person appointed by

the minister as a churchwarden (clauses 15(1), 2.2 and 23);,
(i) toel~ct2qualified pers()ns to be churchwardens (clause

23);
(j) toappointa person or persons of or abovethe~geof 21 years

to audit the. statements and accqunts of tn~Jth"urGhwardens;
(k) to determinE!.whether or not there is to be a parish council and

if in the affirmative - .
(i) to res~lvethattherebe3,60rgelectedrnembers;
(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those members (clauses

32 and 33);
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(iii) to determin~ whether or not the parish council may fill any
vacancy which may occur among the elected members;

(I) to determine whether the functions listed in clause 29 are to be
conferred on the parish council or in the minister and
churchwardens (clauses 13 and 29);

(m) to elect parish representatives if entitled to do so in accord
ance with the Presentation and Exchange Ordinance 1988 or
to postp~ne .the election until ~n adjourned or subsequent ves
try meeting Inaccprdance with that Ordinance;

(n) to make suc~ recomm~ndations as it may wish on any matter
conne<?ted.w.lth the bus~ness of the church, including any mat
ter W~lch It IS aRpropnate for the churchwardens or parish
council to deal with; and.

(0) to ~xercise any other function which may be authorised by any
ordinance.

In a ~ulti-church parish, what· is the business of the annual vestry
meeting?

12. In a pari.sh having more than one church, the business of the annual
vestry meeting of each church is -

(a) after the meeting has been opened, to receive the declarations
of those persons then present (clause 7(1 »;

(b) to determine whether a quorum is present (clause 8(1»;
(c) to appoint a minute secretary;

(d) toread the notice convening the meeting or to resolve that it be
taken as read; . . ,. .

(e) to receive apologies;

(1) ~o give directi0!1s as to the reading of the minutes of the meet
Ing at or after ItS conclusion;

(g) to receive and pass or otherwise determine onthe statements
of the· churchwardens {clause 20(1 )(n»;

(h) to rec~iye notification of the·nameof ~he person appointed by

(
.,) the minister as a churchwarden (clauses 15(1Jand 23);

~~)~Iect 2 qualified persons to· be churchwardens (clause

0) to ap~oint a person or person of or above the ~ge of 21 years
to audit the statements and accounts of the churchwardens;

(k) to determine \Nhether or notthere,is to be a church COmmittee
(clauses·. 13 and 29) and if in the affirmative _
(i) to resolve that thElre be 3, 6 6rg efected members;
(ii) to elect qualified persons to be those·members (clauses

32, and 33); and

(iii) to.determine whether or not the church committee may fill
any vacancy which may occur .among the elected
members;
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(I) if it is the annual vestry meeting of the principal·church of the
parish·and the meeting ,has det~r~ined that there will not b~ a
church committee for the pnnclpal church, to determine
whether the functions listed in clause 29 are to be conferred on
the parish council or on the minister and churchwardens
(clauses 13 and 29);

(m) if the constitution of the parish council has not been modified
under clause 30(3) and it is the annual vestry meeting of the

,principal church of the parish, to elect 3, 6 or 9 qualified per
sons to be members of the parish council (clauses 32 and 33);
or

(n) if the constitution· of the.·parish council has been, modified
under .clause 30(3), to elect such qualified persons as the
annual vestry meeting is entitled to elect under the terms of the
modification to be members of the parish council (clauses 32
and 33); ,

(0) if it is the annual vestry meeting of the principal church of the
parish, to determine whether or not the parish council may fill
any vacancy which may occur among the members of the par
ish council elected that year;

(p) to make suchrecommendations as ,it may wish on any matter
connected with the business of the church or parish, including
any matter which it is appropriate· for the churchwardens,
church committee or parish council.tQ deal •. with; and

(q) to exercise any other function which may be authorised by any
ordinance.

Further options for parish management
13. (1)If.thereis only one church of a pari~hand th~reis.no pari~h
council for the parish~ the functions of the pansh council vest In the min
ister and churchwardens until a parish council is constituted.

(~) If the aonus,1 vestrymee~ipg()fa chur~h in apar!~D having only
one church deCides that· there IS 'to. be .a pansh coynqrlbut does not
make a determinati'on under clause 11(1), the functions listed in clause
29 are· conferred ·on ·the parish counCil.

(3).'f theannlJal vestrymeeting(jf achurch in apari~h'havingrnore
than9ne'churchdoes notdetermine'that.there is.to.bea. church com
mittee, or in ttIecaseof the principaJ church does notmake ad_~termi
natidn· under· 'clause 12(1) as· to whether ·there is to· be a c~~r~h
committee, the functions listed in clause 29 are conferred on the miniS
ter and churchwardens.

(4)lf20rmore parishes are amalgamated underthe,ParishesOrdi
nance1979 the parish .council ,consists of the ·,minister and the
chLJrchwCird_el'l~of each church, un~ila.pa(ish council is otherwise con
stituted under this Ordinance.

Viho maV,bttnominated.and h()w are cont~stedelectionsconducted
at vestry meetings? '
14. The following rules apply -



Minister's rights concerning parochial property
18. (1) The minister -is .entitLedto ,free -use-of .the.rectory,Jtsgarden.and
outbuildings. Any dispute about such use may be re,~olved by the
Archbishop.

(2) The minister is entitled to access into the church at all times and
may, in the church, celebrate divine service without hindrance from any
person. '

(3)The minister is entitled t6 free,use of any hall for such parochial
purposes as he determines, subject to - .'

(a) the trusts on which the property is held; ·a~d
(b) any legally bindingarrangements.mC\"d~ bythet~ustee of

the same with the approval of the parish councIl.
(4) The minister'is entitled to have keys to the buildingsto which this

clause applies.
(5) Clause 61 .. applies where th.e~~ ,is no.min~ister, or the m~nisteris

absent or is not COrt1petent andWllhng to dls9tjarge ~I~.functlons.

Minist~r'sresponsi~ility forchurc~. ref,iisters.a~d •reeqrds

19. .(1) The minister is responsible for the safecustpdy of all church
registers .. arldrecords, ~ther than current .booksof.account.

(2) The registers must .bekeptvyithinth~ cf1urch ~ri.n. SLJ9~ other
place as the Archbishop may from time .to time apPoint In· writing.

(3) Ifthereis no minister, the minister'sfunction~unqer this clause
attach to the churchwardens. ":>:' ....'.

PART 3 ~ THE MINISTER
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(4) The permission may be given fora specific period or
indefinitely.

(5) The churchwardens o! a churc~ affected by .such ~ permission
may apply to the Archbishop-ln-Coun~11 to vary or.dlscontlnu~ th~ per
mission and the Archbishop-in-Council may deal With the application as
is considered appropriate.

In what circumstances may a vestry meeting be .• adjourned?
17. (1) If a quorum.is present at avestrymeeting, the meeting ~ay from
time to time be ,adjourned to such time and place as the meeting may
determine.

(2)Where a vestry meeting is adjourned to a day after the next suc
ceeding Sunday, notice of the adjourned. m~eting must .be· given by
announcement at such service or services as may be held In the church
on the Sunday prior to the adjourned meeting.

(3) The minister may give notice of an adjourned vestry meeting by
such means and at such times as he thinks fit in addition to the notice
required to be given under this clause.
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A person may not be nominated unless he· or she has con
sented verbally or in writing to the nominator or another person
at the meeting. A person nominated need not be.present at the
meeting.

(b) Voting is to be conducted by secret ballot.
(c) Each person entitled to take part in the meeting may vote for

not more than the number of candidates to be elected.
(d) The candidate who obtains, or the candidates who obtain the

higher or highest number of votes is elected. '
(e) If, in respect of the last vacancy to be filled, 2 or more candi

dates each obtain an equal number of votes, the election is to
be determined on the casting vote of the. chairman

(f) Proxies are· not permitted.
(g) Preferential voting is notpermitted.
(h) Where possible, there are to be a least 2 or more scrutineers,

being persons not standing for election.

452

(a)

Minister's appointments
15. (1) Before the election of churchwardens at an annual vestry meet
ing, the minister must appoint one· qualified person to be a church
warden' (clauses 11(h), 12(h) ,22and 23). If the minister does not make
the appointment, the minister must comply with ,clause 23(3).

(2) The minister may, at an annual vestry meeting or within 28 days
after the meeting, appoint one qualified person to be a member of the
parish council and, if appropriate, one qualified person to be a member
of a church committee for each 3 persons elected as members of the
parish council or church committee at the annual, vestry meeting.

(3) The rightto make an appointment under subclause (2) lapses ifit
has !lot beenexerc.ised within· 28 days after the annual· vestry
meeting.

In what circumstancesmaychurchesina multi-church parish ,have a
combined annu.1 vestry meeting?
16. (1) At the request of the minister and the churchwardens of. 2 or
f!lore ..churphe~ in a parish" t~ePtrchbishop-in-Qouncil.may permit a
comblnedannua.1 '. vestry. meeting of all, ().r~ome of the ,. churches otthe
churchV'arden~makingthe reque~t to deal.with such of thernatters
referr.~d to ,in. cletuse, 12 as",th~ Archbishop-in-,Council,.. considers
proper. . ..

(2) The permission must specify-
(a) tbematters that may be dealt with by all persons present and

entitled to take part in the meeting; and
(b) the matters that maybe:dealtwith onlybya cletss qrclasses 'of

those persons and the class or classes of those persons who
may. deet'with..,th.osema.~~rs.

(3) .The permission may be g·ivenuncondition~lly·of:Sl.Jbject· to
conditions. . ' .' ,','....... •...
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PART 4 - CHURCHWARDENS

What are the churchwardens' functions?
20. (1 ~ The .functions of the churchwardens of a church (besides those
prescnbed In the Book of Common Prayer) are _

(a) to have the charge and administration ofall money and other
property. of the church (except money or other property
excluded from that charge and administration by this Ordi
nance or the trusts under which it is held);

(b) int~e case of churchwardens of the principal church in a parish
hav.,ng more than one church, to have the charge and adminis
~ratlon of all money and other property of orpayable to the par
Ish ~r collected or held in connection with matters affecting the
pansh a~ ~.whole and not being ·for the use or benefit of, orthe
responsibility of, any one church in the parish only (except
~on~y or other.property excluded from-that chargeand-admin
Istratlon by this Ordinance or the trusts under which it is
held);

(c) to colle~t all money payable to the churchwardens, to count the
offertones and collections taken in connection with services in
the chu~ch and to rec~rd, without delay, the amounts of those
offertones and collections in the register of services;

(d) to keep books of account of all money received and expended
by them;

(e) to keep order in the church and its grounds;
(f) to. have th~ care of the church and its-furniture and of other

things relating to the celebration of divine service 'and to see
that everxt~ingis fi~'and in proper order for the due perform
ance of diVine service;

(g) to reportto th~ .Archbis.hop any grave irregularities in the per
formance <?f diVine service and any wilful neglect of duty or any
flagrant misconduct on the. part of the minister;

(h) sUbjec~ to the Church Insurances Ordinance 1981 and except
where Insurance has been taken out ul'lder that Ordinance in
respect of matters listed ~ereunder ..~ ,

(i) to insure the church, the. fittings, .fixtures and furniture of
the church and the rectory, halls alid all other. buildings
and other property<of church,

(ii) to insure :ag~inst IiClbili~fordeathOrinjury'topersoris and
lo~s or damageoccurnng in conn'ection with the owner-

(iii) ;ohlfn:uj~~~~hO~l~~~~sb~~%;~bi~~Wt.i:J:el:~ ;geB~
In~lJred for any purpose, .. " •.. .". ..' ". <'. .

an~ to eff~ct the' insurances. in accordance. vvi'h: ~nYregti
latlon~ .. _\Nhl<?h •.... may .b~ rllsde from time.to-time by the
Archblshop-ln-Councll; '.. ... ",;" • ...-

(i) to report promptly to the Registrar of the D.ioc~se the nam~s
addresses and occupations of· all . persons .elected·',,"or
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appointed to be trustees, churchwardens, members of church
committees or members of parish. councils;

(j) in the case of churchwardens of the principal or only church of
the parish, to pay to the persons entitled to. receive them all
such stipends and other amounts as are authorised by the par
ish council to be paid in accordance with the powers conferred
by this or any. other ordinance . and, in the case of
churchwardens of each church other than the principal church,
to pay to' the . churchwardens .of the principal church all
amounts required to be paid in respect of each such church in

.accordance with clause 28(1)(c);
(k) before the annual vestry meeting, to prepare -

(i) a statement of all money received and expended by them
during the previoljs financial year,

(ii) a statement of the assets of the church at the close of the
financial year (in· which the value of any lands and build
ings may be shown as the. Gost price"Valuer-(3eneral's
current valuation, the estimat~sprovided.onbehalf of the
Property Trust .. to the parish for the. replacement and
reinstatement cost calculated in accordance with the
terms and conditions of the current insurance policy, or a
valuation by an independent qualified valuer),

(Hi) a statement of the liabilities of the church at the close of
the financial year,

(iv) if separateaccount$ are kept by them of money collected,
expended or held in connection with matter$affecting the
par,ish as a whole and not beingtheresponsibility of any
one church oniy, separate statements in accordance with
subparagraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) with regard to such
money,

(v) astat~menti(lsuch form as is from time to time prescribed
by ,resolution Of -Standing Committee -setting .out ,full par
ticulars of. all. current insurances effected by. them as
required,.by paragraph" (h),

(Vi) an interim statement sh.owing all money received and
expended by them after the termination of the financial
year (inchJding paym.ent9f stipends,. salaries, wages and
other· expenses),- ;

(vii) .astatementofoutstandingaccounts·.as at the last day of
the month immediately preceding the vestry meeting,

(viii) a budget for the then'current financial year, and
(ix) such additional .accounts as m.ay· be ". required by the

.. Accounts Ordinance 1975,
and all suchstatem~nts mustb~intheformlastlaid down pur
suant to the Accounts ()rdinance 1975;

(I) before the annual vestry meeting, to call on the auditor or audi
tors duly appointed under thisOrdinanceto<report onthe state
ments:prepared bythem pursuant to SUbparagraphs (i)., (ii), (in)
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and (iv) of paragraph (k) and onthe accounting records kept by
them and to state, in that report -
(i) wh~ther the statements, in the opinion of the auditor or

a~dlt~rs, are properly d.ra~!1.up so as to give a true and
fair view of the assets, liabilities and money received and
expended,

(ii) whether the statements, in the opinion of the auditor or
auditors, comply 'A'iththe provisions of this Ordinance and
of any provisions in or made pursuant to the Accounts
Ordinance 1975, and

(iii) where not so satisfied, the reasons for not being so
satisfied;

(m) on at least one Sunday beforethe annual vestry meeting, being
a Sunday on which at least one service is conducted to make
~opies o.ft~os~ statements and. reports available for inspec
tlonor dlstnbutlon (or both) at or near each main entrance to
the church, in such quantities and manner as the minister and
churchwardens may rE3asonably determine,. and to cause an
announcement to be made at such .service (but if more than
one service is conducted on thatSunday, then at all such ser
vices) 'to the effect that those statements and reports are so
available;

(n) at the annual vestry meeting· to produce those statements and
reports;

(0) ator within 7 days~fter the annual vestry meeting~to forward
cOPIe:S of the statements. referred to.in subparagraphs (i) to (v)
and (IX) of paragraph(k) to the Registrar, andto comply with
clause 26 concerning ·the delivery ·of .keys, 'documents and
funds etc.

(2) The fun~tions re.ferred to in.paragraphs (a) to(j} ofsubclause (1)
are to be exercised sUbJec~ to the nghts and powers of the parish coun
clland the church committee to authorise payments snd determine
matters ofpolicy in the control of the fundsand property of the church in
accordance with the other provisions of this Ordinance.

Churchwardens· to act by majority.·decision
21. An act done by any 2 churchwardens ofachurchis to betaken to be
the act of the churchwardens of that church, provided that all reason
able efforts have been taken to firstconsult the third churchwarden at
the time the act is done. . '.>.

What are the. qualifications for a. churchwarden?
22. (1) A.parishioner 9f a church who is ofor above the age of 18 years
~nd who IS Ci,.c()mmunlcantme01berof the Anglican Church.ofAustralia
IS qualified to be elected or appointf3.P asachurchwarden o{that church
except asprovicjedby thisclaus~.·· '

(2)-ro~e spouseofa.personin Holy Orders licensed to the parish is
not quahfledtobeelected or appointed as achurchw.arden.
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(3) At anyone time, a husband and wife may not both be
churchwardens of a church.

(4) A person who is engaged on a full-time paid basis an~ who is
paid from the funds of toe parish. or church may not be appointed or
elected as a churchwarden.

How does a person become a churchwarden?
23. (1) Two qualified persons.are t~ be ele~ted as churchward~ns in
accordance with clauses 11(1), 12(1} or this clause and one IS ~e
appointed by the' minister in accordance with clause 15(1) or thiS
clause.

(2) If the annual vestry meeting or ~ny'other, vestry~eeting of a
church of a parish fails to elect the requiSite number-of qualified.~ersons
to be churchwardens, the parish council may appolntany qu~hfled par
ishioner or parishioners of the same or any pther church Within the par-
ish to fill the remaining vacancy or vacancies.

(3) If theministerfails to nominate a churchwarden prior to the elec
tion required by clauses 11 (h) or 12(h}, he may do soatany time aft~r the
relevant meeting but must endeavour to do so as soon. as possible.

Declaration to be made by nominee or appointee
24. (1) A person who is proposed or nominated forelection <?r appoint
ment as a churchwarden must make the foUowlngdeclaratlon:

"I declare that I ama communicant member of the Anglican Church
of Australia." ~
(2) The office to which the person was elected or aPP(Jintedi~to be

taken to be vacant if the person fails to makethe declaration reqUired by
this clause>-

(a) on or before the person;s election orappointment;
(b) within.7dayS,after the· per~on's·electionor appointmen,t; or
(c) if the person is temporarily absent from the Diocese, within 7

days of .. hi~ return; or
(d) if the' person is otherwise absent or incapacitated, within such

further ·periodas.may· be'a~prov~d by·.the. ~eg!str~r or the
Archdeacon of the area within which the parish IS Situated.

When dochurcl1wardens cease to hold. office?
25. '(1) The' office of a churchwarden becomes vacant.-

(a) if the churchwarden~

(i) dies,
(ii} resigns"
(iii) becomes bankrupt,.' or
(iv) becomes mentally ill or,other'Wiseincapable of acting as a

churchwarden; or .•........................ '., ... ....• .... ..... '.. '
(b) inthe caseof an electecj churchwardenof~churc~ -

(i) on appointment as achurct,lwardenby the minister, or



(ii) on the election of a successor; or
(c) in the case of an appointed churchwarden -

(i) on the appointment, as. referred to in clause 15, of the
churchwarden's successor; or

(ii) on election as a churchwarden.
(2) A person who ceases to hold office as a churchwarden pursuant

to paragraph (b) or (c) of subclause (1)is not prevented from exercising
any function which, under this Ordinance or other lawful authority, the
person may be entitled or required to exercise after the time at which the
person ceased to hold that office.

(3) A vacancy in the.office of churchwarden occurring under para
graph (a) of subclause (1) mustbe filled ~

(a) if the churchwarden was an elected churchwarden, at a vestry
meeting convened by the minister and churchwardens and
held within 3 months after the vacancy occurred; or

(b) if the churchwarden was an appointed churchwarden, by. an
appointment by the minister.

(4) For the purposes of subclause (3), a vacancy occurs when the min
. ister receives the resignation or notice of the fact or circumstance that
causes the vacancy.

(5) Churchwardens continue to hold office despite the destruction
or delicensing of their church, but those churchwardens cease to hold
office 7 days after the Archbishop signs a notice to the Registrar and to
those churchwardens that they are to cease to hold office.

Delivery of keys, documents,books of account etc. to .successors
26. (1) At or within 7 days after the annual vestry meeting, the
churchwardens of a. church mustdeliver to their successors all dupli
cate keys, church papers, b()oksof (lccount, vouchers for p.ayment and
the balance 'of funds shown by the books ofaccount as being in their
hands~

(2) On a casual vacancy arising in the office of a churchwarden, all
duplicate keys, church papers,'books of account, vcuchersforpayment
and funds of the church in the hands of the person who has vacated
office--

(a) must be deliv~rf3dto. the remaining churchwarden or
churchwardens by that person within 7 days after the vacancy
occurs; or

(b) if personal delivery is impossible,must be recovered by the
remaining churchwardens as soon as possible and shall be
taken to have been delivered.

(3) Delivery of the keys, documents and funds referred to in
subclauses (1) and (2) constitute a constructive delivery of any interests
atlaV,l/in all the furniture and fittings of the church., '.,

Calling for accounts fro l11 ~hurchwardens
27. (1 )~The Synod m~ycall Ql1any churchwardens. for any account of
their dealings with any church trust property.
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(2) The Synod may submit any such accou.nt to auditors appointed
by the Synod and the auditor's fee.s ~ust be paid by the churchwardens
out of church trust property administered by the churchwardens.

(3) If the Synod is Q~t i~ session, i~s functions under this clause will
be exercised by the Standing Committee.

PART 5 - PARISH COUNCILS AND CHURCH COMMITTEES

What are the functions of a parish council?
28. (1) The functions of a parish council (without imposing on its mem
bers any legal liability) are -

(a) to fix the stipend of the minister;
(b) with the consent of the minister, to fix the stipend or salary of

any curate, catechist, deaconess or lay worker;
() where there are 2 or more churches of the parish, to determine
c what money is to be paid from ti~e to time. by.each church

towards each expense of the parish;
(d) t~ confer with the minister in the initiation, c()nduct and ~evel

opment of church work including such matters as are Vital to
the spiritual welfare of the church within or outside .the
parish;

(e) to consult (on its own motion or on reference by a vestry.meet
ing, the minister or the Archbishop or in accordance With .the
provisions of any Act or Ordinance) on any meas~re orproJect
affecting. or likely to affect the interest of the.'pan~h generally
and to take proper action thereon in accorda.nce With the func:
tions conferred on it by this or any other .Ordlnance or any Act,
and

(1) to cause minutes to be kept of its procee~ings. .
(2) The parish ..council must, without .. delay, give ~o ~he

churchwardens of each'church of the parish n()tice ofany determination
under paragraph (c) of subclause (1).

(3) The churchwardens of any such church ma~ appea~ from the
determination to the Archbishop or the relevant ASSistant Bishop and
the decision given is final.

What are the functions of a church committee? .
'29. The functipns ofa c~urchcommittee(withoutimposing on its mem-
bers any legallia~ility) are - .' . ." .

(a) toprpvidemonElY for special or general church purposes;
(b) to control the funds and property of the church not by the trusts

under .which, they are held excluded from such control, pro
vided that the church, hall orrectory must not be used for any
purpose not sanctioned by the minister;

(c) to repairthe church and its fittings, .fixtures a~d furniture an~
the rectory, ha.lls and all other. buildings and so much,of their
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contents and appurtenances as are the property of the
church;

(d) to provide the minister with sufficient means for the safe cus
tody of all church registers and records;

(e) ~o dir~ct the expend!ture or investment of any surplus funds
In~ludlng the ~lIocatlon of general funds of the church (not
being .the subject. of any trust) for the general or any special
work of the Anglican Church of Australia in the Diocese of
Sydney;

(f) to fill any vacancy in the office of auditor;
(g) to confer with the minister in the initiation, conduct and devel

opmen~?f church work, including such matters as' are vital to
the. spiritual welfare of the Church within or outside the
parish;

(h) to con!er with the parish council or another committee or other
commltte~s.on any measure. or project affecting or likely to
affect the Inter~st of the ch.urch or the parish generally and to
take prope:r actl0':l thereon In accordance with the powers con
ferred on It by this or any other Ordinance or any Act; and

(i) to cause minutes·to be kept of its proceedings.

What .circumstances give rise to the constitution of a parish
council?
30. (1) If __

'(8) "there -is only one church of the parish; and
(b) the an~ualvestrymeeting determines thattherewillbe a parish

counCil;

there must be a parish council for the ensuing year consisting of
(i) the minister;
(ii) churchwardens; and

(iii) the.personselected and appointed to the parish council at
and after that annual vestry meeting.

.(2) If the~e is mpr~ than one church of the parish, there must be a
parish counCil consisting of -

(a) the minister;
(b) the churchwardens of the principal church;
(c) the person~ el.ected and appointed to the parish council at and

after the annual vestry meeting of the. prinqipal church; and
(d) one qf thechurch.warden~of each .other church of the pari~h

apPointed from time to time by the churchwardens of thatchurch. ....,

(3) The Archbishop-in-Councilmay, on the application of the
churchw~rd~ns of anyc~L!rchOfth~Rarish, make any modification of
the constitution olthe pansh~ounclll"a.particular case..

(4) Notwithstanding anything' in this Ordinance, on application from
the churchwardens otall the churches of a paris'h having more than one

1990 Synod Summary: Church Administration Ordinance 461

church, the Archbishop-in-Council may permit a parish council to be
elected by..a combined vestry meeting of the parishioners of the whole
parish convened by the minister.

(5) The ArchbistJop-in-Councii may, on application by the
churchwardens of any church of a parish referred to in subclause (4),
from time to time revoke or vary the permission.

What circumstances give rise to the constitution of a church
committee?
31. If the annual vestry meeting determines under clause 12(k) that
there is to be a church committee, there is to be a church committee for
the ensuing year which is to consist of the minister and churchwardens
and of the persons elected and appointed to the church committee at or
after that annual vestry meeting.

What are the qualifications for a member of a parish council or church
committee?
32. A person of.or above the'age of 18 years who is a communicant
member of the Anglican Church of Australia is qualified to be elected or
appointed' -

(a) asa memberofaparishcouncil of a parish if the person is a
parishioner of a church in that parish; and

(b) as a member ola church committee of a church if the person is
a parishioner of that church.

How does a person become a member of a parish council or church
committee?
33. The requisite '. number .of qualified persons· are to be elected in
accordance with· clause' 1t(k) or 12(k) or appointed by the minister in
accordance with clause 15(2).

Declaration to .bem.adeby n.omi~ee or appointee
34••. (1) A person who is proposed ornominated for ~Iectionorappoint
ment as a member cta'parish council or church committee must make
the following declaration -

"I declare that I am a communicsntmember of the Anglican Church
of Australia."

either -
(a) at the meeting; or
(b) withinZ"days befpreor after election; or
(c) if. the person ,is temporarily absent from the'.diocese within 7

days of his return; or
(d) if the.persol1·isothf=)rwise absent from the parish or incapaci

tat~d, within suctlfurther perioda~ may be,approved by the
Registrar or the relev,antArchdeacon.

(2lTheofficetowhich a person was elected or appointed becomes
vacant if that person fails to make thedeclarationraquiredby this
clause.



When do members of parish councils and church committees cease
to hold office?
35. (1) The office of a member of a parish council or church committee
becomes vacant -

(a) if the member 
(i) dies,
(ii) resigns,
(iii) becomes bankrupt, or
(iv) becomes mentally ill or otherwise incapable of acting;

or
(b) in the case of an elected member, on the election or appoint

ment of a successor; or
(c) in the case of an appointed member, on the appointment, as

referred to in clause 15(2), of the member's successor.
(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), a vacancy occurs when the

minister receives the resignation or notice of the other fact or circum
stance causing -the- vacancy.

(3) A vacancy in the office of a member of a parish council or church
committee occurring under paragraph (a) of subclause (1 ) is to be filled

(a) if the member was an elected member and the vestry meeting
has not given the parish council or church committee authority
to fill casual vacancies, at a vestry meeting held within 3
months after the vacancy occurred; or

(b) if the member was an elected member and the vestry meeting
has given the parish council or church committee the authority
to fill casual -vacancies, at a meeting thereof held -within 3
months after the vacancy occurred; or

(c) if the member was an appointed member, by an appointment
by the minister within 2 months after the vacancy occurred.

How_ are meetings of the parish counci_I'and church:-committee
convened?
3~. _(1) The first meeting of a parish council is to becalleq by the minis
ter or the churchwardens of the principal or only church ofthe parish, as
the case may be.

(2) The first meeting of a church committee is to be called by the
minister or the churchwardens of the church.

(3) AU subsequent meetingsaretob~called insuch manner and at
such times as the parish council or church committee, respectively,
determines.

(4) The minister or a majority of-the parish-council or church com
mittee, -respectively, -mayeall a sp~cial-meeting of the councilor com
mittee at any time by written notice to each member of the council or
committee. Any such notice must specify the busines.s to be dealt with
at the__ special meeting_and -- without the c6nsentofall. members of the
parish council no other business may be dealt with at such meeting.

462 Year Book of the Diocese ofSydney 1990 Synod Summary: Church Administration Ordinance 463

What are the requirements fora quorum?
37._ At meetings of a parish council or a chu~ch commi~ee one-th.ird of
the existing number of members of the councilor committee constitutes
a quorum.

Who chairs a meeting of a parish council or church committee?
38. (1) Except as provided by this clause, the minister, if present, is the
chairman of a meeting of a parish council or church committee.

(2) If the minister is ~ot present, the members p~esent must elect a
chairman to preside dUring the absence of the minister.

(3) The chairman has a casting vote only.
(4) -Nothing in this clause prevents the minis~er, if he is prese.n~ at

the meeting ofthe parish council or church committee, from autho.rlslng
a member of the council or committee, respectively, to be the chairman
of the meeting.

(5) An authorisation under subclause (4) may be revoked by the
minister at any time.

(6) The minister must, in relation to any matter concerning his sti
pend or allowances, vac~te thech~ir and. the members.are. to elect a
chairman to preside dUring any diSCUSSion or determination of the
matter.

(7) The minister must not vote in relation to any matter concerning
his stipend and allowances.

(8) A member must not vote in relation to any matter concerning any
stipend, salary, wages, allowance or other remuneration paid or to be
paid to the member by determination of the churchwardens or the par
ish council or church committee.

PART 6 - OTHER OFFICERS,OFFICES AND ORGANISATIONS

Organist, choirmaster -and_ choir
39. An organist, ch.oirmaster an~ the members of a choir o! ~ church
may, from time to time, be appointed or removed by th~ minister.

Secretary of church --c:ommittee -or parish council ._
40. A churchc()mmi~ee and a parish council, respectively, may appoint
one of its _.member~· to be its secretary _for the.time tleing and may
remove any such p~rsonfromthe office. -

Treasurer, accountant or bookkeeper
41. -(1) Thechurchvvar,dens of a church may appoint one of their num
ber toactas treasurer or may, with the consent qfthe~inister,appoint
any other person to -act as treasurer, accountant or bookkeeper to
assist them in their functions and may remove any -such -person from
office.

(2) In connection with-matters affectingthepari'shasawhole under
clause 20(1)(b) the churchwardens of the principal' church in a parish



may appoint one of their membersto act as treasurer for any money col
lected, expended or held, or may, with the consent of the minicster
appoint any other person to act as treasurer, accountant, bookkeeper
to ~ssist them in such functions and may remove any such person from
office.

(3) Nothing in this clause has the effect of removing from the
churchwardens or.any of them, their, his or her responsibility for the
charge. and administration of any funds or property of the church.

Verger, cleaner,gardener,' etc
42. The churchwardens.of a 9hurch' may, with the concurrence of the
mi~ist~r, appoint a verger, cleaner, gardener or other person to perform
dl:Jtles In or about the church, hall or other building used in connection
with the church and may, with the concurrence of the minister remove
any such person from office at any time. '

Offices within groups and organisations
43. (1) Subject to the powers of the Archbishop, the minister has con
trol of the policy, organisation and affairs of any Sunday school, bible
cla~s, study group, youth fello~ship,guild or other organisation of the
pansh or any church of the pansh and for those purposes may appoint
and remove such superintendents, teachers, leaders or other officers
as he thinks fit.,

(2) The minister may delegate all or any of the powers conferred by
subclause (1).

(3) The treasurer or other officer acting for the time being as
treasurer of each such organisation must-

(a) prepare a statement of receipts and payments of the organis
ation for each financial year;

(b) prepare statements of the assets and I,iabilities as at the last
day of that financial year;

(c) present the statements for audit to the auditor appointed or
approved by the churchwardens of the principal or only
church; and

(d) present the statements duly audited to the minister within 2 cal
endar months of the last day of each finCincialyear and (llsO to
the annual meeting (if any) of the organisation, or if there is no
such a.nnuCi.1 meeting, to the church committee., . '. .... ,

(4) Every person appointed toanyofficeunderthisclausernustper
form the duties of the office in accordance with this Ordinance.

(5) Every such organisation exists for the furtherance of the work of
the,church or the PClrish, the Diocese and the missionary andother work
oftheAnglicanChurc~ofAustralia apd may raise funds only for such
purposes,andforJtsown,il1.ternal purpQses.

(~}.Ifany such organisation ceases to exist for any reason, its
remaining funds and property (not being the. subject of any trust)
become the property Ofthe church or parish, and its books and records
must be given to an(j remain in the custody of the minister.
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Appointments to be for 12 months unless otherwise specified
44. A person appointed to any office under this Part is to be taken to
have been appointed for a period of 12 months unless, at the time when
the appointment is mad~, some other period is specified'in writing by
the person or persons making the appointment.

PART 7 - ASSISTED PROVISIONAL PARISHES

Definitions
45. (1) In this Part ....;..

. "assisted provisional parish" means an assisted provisional parish
constituted under the Parishes Ordinance 1979;
"HMS" means the council referred to in the Sydney Anglican tlome
Mission Society Ordinance 1981 and constituted a body corporate
under the Anglican Church of Australia (Bodies Corporate) Act
1938.
(2) This Part has effect notwithstanding any other provision of this

Ordinance.

Role of the HMS
46. (1) HMS, in relation to an assisted provisionalparish,ls entitled

(a) to receive a copy of -
(i) . the minutes of ,the meeting of the. parish .council or a

church committee or of any vestry meeting, and
(ii)' the annual accounts;

(b) to be furnished, 011 request, or at suchinteryal~ asHMS may
specify,··with·such financial or other informatiol1 as HMS may
specify;

(e) to exercise the power of a vestry meeting or church committee
to., appoint. an auditor or fill, any vacancyin •. the pffice of an
auditor;

(d) to assist. in the .preparation of and approve the annual budget
andtogive directions as tothe exp~nditureforany money pro
vided by HMS including loans negotiated on behalf of the
assistedprovi~ional,parish of fUI1~ing from other diocesan
s?urces;and' .' ..... '

(e) to see. that the minimum diocesan stipend and appropriate
allowances are paid to the incumbent.

(2) An application to th~ Sydney Church of England Finance and
Loans Board in respect of a loan to an assisted provisional parish may
only be made by HMS.

(3lThe Standing Committee may not dealwifh any ordinance relat
ing to church trust property held on trust for an assisted provisional par
ish ,until ,the SecretalYofStandingCOl1'lmitteehas~eCE;)ived'a report
concerning the ordinanc~ fromHMS,but, il00 such reportis received by
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the Secretary within 90 days of the HMS being informed of the ordi
nance, the Standing Committee may proceed in the absence of any
such report. '

(4) The Property Trust may not exercise any power under clause 10
or 17 of the Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney Ordi
nance 1965 in relation to church trust property held on trust for an
ass!sted provisional parish without the prior written approval of HMS
(which approval may be given generally or may be limited to a particular
case) but, if its approval is withheld, appeal may be made to the Stand
ing Committee which is to determine the matter.

(5) In exercising any right of appointment to an assisted provisional
par~sh, the Archbishop may reques~ ~ r.eport to be made to him by the
Parish Support and Development DIvIsion of HMS concerning a poss
ible appointment.

(6) Not later than 30 June each year, HMS is to report to the Stand-
ing Committee in respect of each assisted provisional parish -

(a) the general position;
(b) the financial position;
(c) whether in view of all circumstances the stage has been

reached when the assisted provisional parish .should be
formed into a provisional parish;

and in respect of any assisted provisional parish upon which such
report recommends accordingly, steps may be taken forthwith by HMS
for its formation into a provisional parish.

Appointment of churchwardens .and interim church committee
47. (1) Where an assisted provisional parish is created and there is no
licensed. building, churchwa~dens or church committee, the minister
must, within ·3 months. of the.date of his··appointment to the. assisted
provisional parish, appoint churchwardens . and an interim church
committee.

(2) The interim church committee is to consi.st of no less than 3 and
no more than 10 persons who are to fulfil the qualifications of clause
35.

(3) T~e churchwardens and interim churqh'corrtmittee .continue in
offic~ until first appropriate'datefor ·h9Iding·-an:ar·u)u~1 vestry
meetln~.' ..........•...' .. ' ... ,'... " ..' ....", ' ''':

(4) Until the appointment of churchwa'rdensandtheformation of
any interim church committee, the functions of the churchwardens and
the interim church committee are tobaexercisedbY HMS.

PART 8 - DELEGATIONS

Certain, functions of Archbishop to be e)(erci$ed by,., Assistant
Bishops .
48.(1)TheArChbishop·<mayd~legate anyorall6f hi~functionsunder
this Ordinance to an Assistant·Bishop 'or to an Archdeacon.
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(2) In Part 9, the functions conferred onthe Archbishop are to be

exercised -
(a) in the region in which the Assistant Bishop appointed as the

Bishop of. Parramatta exercises episcopal duties - by the
Bishop of Parr-amatta; and

(b) in the region in' which the Assistant Bishop appointed as the
Bishop of Wollongong exercises episcopaldutie,s -by the
Bishop of Wollongong.

(3) The minister or parishioners involved in any qljestion or dispute
determined pursuant to .this ordinance by an Assistant Bishop or an
Archdeacon may appeal against the determination toth~Archbishop.

(4) Wherever under this Ordinance a matt~r is committed to the
Archbishop, a decision on that matter signed by an Assistant Bishop or
an Archdeacon is to be taken to be the decision of the Archbishop.

Certain functions of Archbishop-in-Council to be .exercised by
Bishop-in-Council of Wollongong or Bishop-in-Council'of Parramatta
49. (1) In clauses 16 and 30 and in Part 9, the functions PQnferredon the
Archbishop-in-Council are to be exercised -

(a) in the region in whichttleBishopof Parramattaexercisesepis
copal duties - by the Bishop of Parramatta· on the advice of
theParramatta Anglican Regional Council; and

(b) in the region in which the Bishop ofWollo"go"g •exercises
episcopal duties - by the Bishop of Wollongong on the advice
of the Wollongong· Anglican Regional Council.

(2) The minister()r parishioners involveg i.l1any question or dispute
determined pursua'nt to, this .qlause may app~al against the determi
nation to the Archbishop-in-CounciL

Acts of ,. regional bishops-in~council to be •. notified to the .Registrar
50. All acts of an AssistantBishop or Archdeacon under delegation
from the Archbishop pursuant to this .Ordinanc.e,andallacts of the
Bishop of Parramatta. on the advice of. the Parramatta Anglican
Regional Council and of the Bis~op ofWoUongpng onthEladviceofthe
WollongongAnglicanR~gionalCouncil pursLJant to ttlisordinance must
be notified to· the Registrarot the Diocese..

." ,', - .'. ",- .

PART 9~aU~$TIONS AND DISPUTES

Policy concerning displites
.51. The policy pftheAnglican qhurch of Australia in ~heDiocese is that
any disputeb~tw.eel')the .•minist~r ..and.·.any.ot'the ..... memt:>~rs:. of this
Church should be solved in a prayerful andpastqralmanner, having
regard to the rights and duties of those persons, tatherthan by legal
decision.

*52•........

*Omitted during theComrnittee Stage and not renumbered.



Questions and disputes about vacancies in offices, principal
churches or parishioners of churches
54. If any question or dispute arises -

(a) as to whether any vacancy has arisen in the office of a church
warden or .of a member ofaparish council or a church
committee;

(b) as to which is for the time being the principal church of any par
ish, or in a parish where there is' no. principal church, as to
which, church is ,for any of the purposes of this Ordinance
deemed for the time being the principal church of such pari,sh;
or

(c) as to which is the churchifany in respect of which any person
is for the time being a parishioner;

the question or dispute may be, determined by the Archbishop.

Disputes and conciliati()ncommittees
55. (1) The Archbishop~in-CQuncilmay from time to time establish one
or more disputes and conciliation committees.

(2) The members of each disputes ,and conciliation committee are
to consist of at least 3 persons appointed by the Archbishop-in-Council
of whom at least one is to be a minister licensedto a parish and at least
one is to be a lay person.

(3) A member of a disputes and conciliation committee h()ldsoffice
for such term"and in accor(jance with such conditions as may be speci
fie~ by thE!:Archbishop-in-CouQcil.

Procedure in dealing with questions and disputes
56., (1) The Archbishop, the Archbishop-in-Council or a disputes and
conciliation committee, as the case maybe, may enter into the consider-

Questions and disputes about meetings, elections, and
appointments
53. (1) If any question or dispute arises as to whether -

(a) any meeting has been properly called or conducted in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Ordinance; or .

(b) any election or appointment of any person or persons to any
office established or provided for by this Ordinance has been
conducted or made in accordance with the provisions of this
Ordinance;

the question or ,dispute may ,be determined, by the Archbishop-in
Council or,if the Archbishop-in-Council so decides, by a disputes and
conciliation committee.

(2) If" under this Part, it is determined that the election or appoint
ment of a person to an office has not been validly made, the determi
nation does not of itself have the effect ,of invalidating the election or
appointment of any other ,person or persons.
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ation of any question or dispute, only on the application of some person
or persons interested in the dispute.

(2) For the purpose of determining, the question or dispute, the
Archbishop, the Archbishop-in-Council or a disputes and conciliation
committee, ,as the case may be, may give all such notices may make
such inquiries and do all such things as appear reasonable and proper
in the circumstances.

Decisions which may ,be given
57. (1)lf it is determined under clause 53 that any meeting has not been
effectively or properly called or conducted in accordance with the pro
visions of this Ordinance, the Archbishop-in-Council ora disputes and
conciliation committee, as the case may be, may -

(a) declare that in the circumstances of the case the meeting was
called and conducted substantially in accordance with the pro
visions of this Ordinance, that no injury has been caused and
that no further meeting is required to be called; or

(b) declare, that the' meeting' was not called and conducted sub
stantially in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance,
that no injury has been caused and that no further meeting is
required to be called; or

(c) direct thatanothermeeting be called for all or any of the pur
poses for which the original meeting was or should have been
called, as the circumstances of the case may require, specify
ing the purposes for which the meeting is to be called.

(2) If it is determined under clause 53 that the election or appoint
ment of any person has notbeenconducted or ma(jein accordance with
the provisions of this Ordinance on the ground that the person was not
qualified for election or appointment to the office, the Archbishop-in
Council or a disputes and conciliation committee, as the case may be,
must direct that,anewelection or appointment must'be conducted or
made, as the case may be, to replace the person.

(3) If it is determined under clause 53 that the election or appoint
ment ofany person has not been conductedor made inaccordance with
the provisions of this Ordinance on any ground other than that specified
in subclause (2) the Archbishop-in-CouncU'or a disputes and concili
ation committee, 'as the case may be; may either....;....

(a) declare, that. in the circumstances of the case the election or
appointmenti§ to, stand 'as if it had been validly and properly
conducted or'made; or ,'" ", '

(b) direct that the election or appointment is not to stand and that a
vacancy be declared as from the date of the direction.

(4) If any meeting has been ineffectively provided for or has not
been called within the'time and in the man~errequiredbythis Ordi
nance,.the Archbishop may call the meeting by such notice Clnd for such
time and place as he thinks fit or may by writing appoint some other per
son to call the meeting and to act as chairman.
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(5) If any election or appointment of any person either originally or
in case of a vacancy to any office established or provided for by this
Ordinance has been ineffectively provided for or has not been made in
accordance with the preceding provisions of this Ordinance, the Arch
bishop may call a meeting in accordance with subclause (4)to hold the
election or may himself make such appointment by writing provided that
any person so to be elected or appointed must be duly qualified for the
office under this Ordinance.

(6) All meetings, elections and appointments authorised, held and
made under this clause have the same authority, validity and effect and
are to be taken to be the same in all respects as if they had been called,
held and made respectively in accordance with the other provisions of
this Ordinance.

PART 10 - ABSENCE, ETC OF ARCHBISHOP OR MINISTER

What happens if the. Archbishop is absent from the State?
58. In the absence of the Archbishop from the State of New South
Wales the powers by this Ordinance vested in him (subjectto such limi
tations as he may prescribe) win be exercised by a Commissary
appointed by him and in default of such appointment or if the Arch
bishop is incapable of acting then by the person who if the See were
vacant would be the .administrator of the ·.Diocese and if the See be
vacant then by such administrator.

What happens if the minister is absent from the .parish?
59. (1) In any ,case where-

(a) a minister is absent from the parish with leave. of the Arch
bishop; or

(b) there is no minister; or
(c) a minister is·not competent and willing to discharge the func

tions or any of· the functions devolving upon him under this
Ordinance;

any person appointed by the Archbishop by writing may discharge such
functions and such discharge has the same validity and effect in all
respects as· if there·had been.· a minister competent and Willing to dis
charge such functions and he had 9ischarged the same.

(2) The churchwardens of t~e principal or only church must payout
of mon~ys und~r their control the stipend qr othermoneys payable to
any such person appointed with their consent by the Archbishop under
this clause.

PART 11 - MISCELLANEOUS

Exemptipn of Cathedral
60. Nothing in this ()rdinance refers to the Cathedral Church of St.
Andrew Sydney or to the lands .and··.property belonging thereto.
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Archbishop may use buildings for meetings
61. A parochial building, if required by the Archbishop, must be avail
able for the purpose of any meeting which may be called under this Ordi
nance by the Archbishop or a person appointed by him.

Exercise and enjoyment of rights
62. Wherever by this or another ordinance, rights or powers are con
ferredupon any minister, churchwardens or other church officer, such
rights and powers are to be taken to be conferred in order that they may
be enjoyed and exercised for the benefit of the Anglican Church of Aus
tralia in the parish concerned and not otherwise. This clause does not
apply to the rights given to a minister under clause 18(1).

Parochial 'visits and information etc
63. (1) An Archdeacon or an area dean may from time to time visit the
minister and churchwardens of a church or parish within his area for the
purpose of being satisfied that -

(a) services are being duly and properly conducted in each church
in the parish substantially in accordance with the Book of Com
mon Prayer or An Australian Prayer Book or any variations
thereto as are lawful in that place;

(b) any buildings or property held upon trust for the parish are
being properly maintained and repaired;

(c) the parish is being otherwise properly administered; and
(d) records are being maintained in accordance with this Ordi

nance and the law of the Church.
(2) An Archdeacon or area dean may, with the approval of the

Standing Committee, request the minister or churchwardens of a
church or parish within his area to furnish him with any return as to any
matter, act or thing occurring within the paristi and the minister or
churchwardens as the case may be must use their best endeavours to
comply with such 'request.

PART 12 - COMMENCEMENT

Commencement to be determined by the Archbishop-in-Council
64. (1) This Ordinance commences on a day to be determined by the
Archbishop-in-Council.

(2) The Diocesan Secretary is to notify the minister of each parish
and the churchwardens of each church of the date so determined.

I CERTIFY that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with the Ordi
nance as reported.

E.D. Cameron
Deputy Chairman of Committees
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WE CERTIFY that this Ordinance was passed by the Synod of the Dio
cese of Sydney on this 11 th day of October 1990.

W.G.S. Gatley
G.K. Clifton

Secretaries of Synod

I ASSENT to this Ordinance
Donald Robinson

Archbishop of Sydney

29/10/1990


