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No. 3D, 1988

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the creation and administration'of
assisted provisional parishes.

'. ','.JHEREAS it is desirable to provide for the creation, administration and
change in classification of ecclesiastical districts which are not initially
able to function without financial and administrative assistancecfrom
outside their own resources. l,>

NOW the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney HEREBY ORDAINS
DECLARES DIRECTS AND RULES as follows:

Citation II
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the 'Assi~ted ~rovisional E!arishes
Ordinance1988".,_,_/;

Repeal
2. The Parishes and Provisional Districts Ordinance 1961 Is
repealed,

Transitional provision - new housing dIstricts to become assisted
provisional parishes
3. (1) A district which, immediately before the commencement of this
Ordinance, was a new housing district within the meaning of the
Parishes and Provisional Distrlcts Ordinanc\9 1961 shall, On that
commencement, be an assisted provisional parish for the purpo!ies of
each of the Ordinances which are amended by tnls Ordinance.

(2) A reference in any other ordinance orin an instrument made
under any other ordinance to a new housing district§nall be. constn,J,ed
as a reference to an assisted provisional parish withjn the meaning of
the Parishes Ordinance 1979, as amended by this O{,dinance.

Amendment of the Parishes Ordinance 1979
4. The Parishes Ordinance 1979 is amended -

(a) (i) by omitting clause 1(1)(e) and by inserting inst~ad the
following paragraph: -
(e) "ecclesiastical district" means a parish, provlt,ional

parish or assisted provisional parish constituted
under or recognised as such for the purposes of this
ordinance.

(iI) by inserting at the end of clause 1(1 )(h) the following
paragraphs:
(i) "assisted provisional parish" meanS an area which is

not able to function as a separate ecclesiastical
district without significant financial and administrative
assistance from the Home Mission Society,

Ol "Home Mission Society" means the Council referred
to In the Sydney Anglican Home Mission Society
Ordinance 1981 and constituted a body corporate

./



G

510

(b)

(c)
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under the Anglican- C~urch of Australia (Bodies
Corporate) Act 1938. "'. -.

(I) by omitting from clause4(1)(a) tMe Words ., otl;ler than a
new housing districr; ~\"

(ii) by ins~rting after claust3 4(1 )(a) the'l~lIowlng paragraph:
(aa) to change an assisted prOVisional parish to a

prOVisional parish or to a parish, '~

(iii) by inserting /lfter clause 4(1)(c) the following pa}~gr~DJ1:
(ca) to change a provisional parish to an assiSte~2~~:::,~.,

provisional parish, or ," '\\ ,i ""

(iv) by inserting after clause 4(8) the following subclause: 0 ~, '\'

(SA) The Archbishop shall send or causete be s~mti1COpy',
of every proposal under -
(a) paragraph (a) of sub-clause (1) of this clause to form a

, new asslDted provisional parish:
(bl paragraph (aa) of sUb-elause (1) of this clause; and
(cj paragraph (d) of sub-clause (1) of this clause to

revoke an assisted provisional parish, to the General
Secrelarl of the Homl:) Mission Society. The Home
Mlssic;m Society shall send to the Archbishop a written"
report as to the reasons for or against the proposal.
;<,.\.ny such report received after three months of the Co

date on wl1ich a copy of the proposal is sent to the
General Secretary may be disregarded and shall not
prevent effect being given under this ordinance to any
proposal.

(v) by' Inserting in clause 4(9) after the matter "sub-clause (7)"
the matter ·or (BA)":

(I) by iO,se,rtingin tho'e, heading to clA,use 7 after the word
·PARISH" the words "OR ASSISTED PROVISIONAL
PARISH";

(Ii) by omitting from clause 7(1) the words "new provisional
parish" wher!3lirstly occurring andby inserting instead the
words "new ecclesiastical district. being a provisional
parish or' an assisted provisional parish,";

(ili)b~' omitting from clause 7(1)(a) and (bl the words
'·pr'ovlsiona[ parish" Wherever occurring and by inserting
Instead the words "ecclesiastical distri~t";

(iv). oy Inserting at the ~n'd o~ Blause 7(i) th.e \~ords "In additlqn.
in the case of an assisted proviSIonal parish. a cqpy of
every such instrument shall btl sent to the General
Secretalyof the Hom~ Mission Society.";

(v) by omitting from clause 7(2) the words ~provisional parjsh""
whlllreVer'\ocC'oJrring and by inserting instead the wo~ds
"eccle5Ias~ical district", "
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Amendment of tho Sydney Church Ordinance '1912
5. The Sydney Church Ordinance 1912 is amelnded-

(a) (I) by omitting subsection (8) of sectibn 3 arid by inserting
instead the following subsection:
(8) "Parish" means· a Parish or Provisional Parish

constituted under or recognised as such for tne
purposes of the Parishes Ordinance 1979.

(Ii) by Inserting after subsection (9) ot section 3 the following
subsection: "
(9A) "Provisional Parish" includes an Assisted Provisional

Parish constituted under or recogn:sed as. such for
the purposes of .the Parillhes Ordinance 1979. .

(b) by inserting after Part 12 the following part:
PART 12A - ASSISTED PROVISIONAL PARISHES

53A. (1) In this Part - '"
"Assisted Provisional Pelrish" means an Assisted Provlsiofl,lll
Parish constituted under the Parishes Ordinance 1979:\~\

"Home Mission Society" means the Council referred to in the
Sydney Anglican Home Mission SQciety Ordinance 1981 and
constitUted a body corporate undor the Anglican Church of
Australia (Bodies Corporate) Act 1938.

(2) This Part has effe:«t notwithstclOding any other provision
of this Ordinance.
538. (1) The Home Mission Society, in relation to an Assisted
Provisional Parish, is entitled -

(a) to receive a copy of -
(i) the minutes of. the meetings of the Parish Council

or a Church Committeeo.r of any Vestry Meeting;
and

(ii) the annual accounts:
(b) to be furnished, on request, or at such intervals as the

Society may specify, with such fHlancial or other
information as the Society Inay specify;

(c) to exercise the power of a \I'estry Meeting orChurch
Committee to appoint an auditor or fill any vacancy in
the office of an auditor.: .

(d) to assist rn the preparation or and approve the annual
bUdget and to'give directions,: as to the expenditure of
any money provided by the Home, Mission Society
including loans negotiated ()n behalf of the Assisted
ProVislona.1 Parish or fundinlg from other Diocesan··
sources; and .

(e) to see that the mlnimurndiocesan stipend' and
appropriate allowances are I)aid to the Incumben't:

o
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(2) All applications to the Sydney Church of England
Finance and Loans Board in respect of a loan to an Assisted
Provisional Parish shall be made on behalf of such Assisted
Provisional Parish by the Home Mission Society. .,

(3) The Standing Committee shall l'\ot deal with any
ordinance relating to church trust property'held on trust for an
assist.ed provisional p,'lrish until the Secretary of the Standing
Committee'has received a report concerning the ordinance
from the Home Mission Society but. If no such report is
received by the Secretary within 90 days of the Home Mission
Society being informed of such ordinance. the Standing
Committee may proceed in the absence of any such rsPOrt.

(4) The Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney
shall not eXl3rcise any power under clause 10 or 17 of the
Anglican Church Property Trust Dioces~ofSydney Ordinance
1965 in relation to church trust property held on trust fer an
Assisted Provisional Parish without the prier written approval
of the Hprne Mission Society (which approval may be gillen
generally" or may be limited to a particular case) but. if Its
approval is withheld, appeal may be made to the Standing
Committee which shall determine the matter. ' .

(5) In exercising any right of appointment to an Assisted
Provisional, Parish, the Archbishop may request a report to be
made to him by the Parisll Support and Development Division
of t~e Horne Mission Soclet" concerning a possible
appointment.

(6) Not later than 30 June eaf:h year,the Home Mission.
Society shall report to the Standing Committee in respect of
each Assisted Provisional Parish -
(a) the general position:
(b) the flmUlclal position; and
(c) whether In view of allcircurnstances the stage has been

reached when the Assisted ProvisIonal Parish should be
formed into a Provisional Parish,

and in respect of any Assisted Provisional Parish upon which
such report recommends accordingly, steps maybe taken
forthwith by the Home Mission Society for Its formation into a
Provisional Parish.
53C. (i) WheTs'an ,~sslsted Provisional Parish is created and
there is no licensed,building. Churchwardens qr ChUrch
Committee, the, Minister shall Within 3 months of the date Clf his
appointment to such, Assisted Provisional Parish appoint
churchwardens and an interim Church Commltlee.

(2) The interim Church Committee shall consist of no less
than three and no more than'ten persons WhO, shall fulfil the
qualifications of Section 45 of this Ordinance.
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(3) The Churchwardens and interim Church Committee shall
continue in officeunt!1 the first appropriate date for holding an
Annual Vestry Meeting, '

(4) Until the appointment of Churchwardens and the
formation of any interim Church Committee the functions of the
Churchwardens and the interim Church Committee shall be
ex.ercised by the Home Mission Society.

Amendment of the Synod Representative and Membership
Ordinance 1945
6. The Synod Representative and Membership Ordinance 1945 is
amended -

(a) by omitting clause 1(4);
(b) by inserting in clause 1(5) after the words "provisional parish"

wherever occurring the words "or an assisted provisional
parish",

Amendment of the Accounts Ordinance 1975
7. The Accounts Ordinance 1975 is amended by omitting from clause
1(1)(a) the words "provisional districr and by inserting instead the
words "assisted provisional parish", .

Amendment of the Annual Leave Ordinance 1983
8. The Annual Leave Ordinance i 983 is amended -

(a) by omitting from the definition of "churchwardens" in clause
1(2) the words "or provisional parish" and by Inserting instead
the words ", provisional parish or.assisted provisional parish";

(b) by omitting from the definition of "ecclesiastical district" in
clause 1(2) the words "new housing distrlcr and 'by inserting
instead the words "assisted provisional parish";

(c) by omitting paragraph (c) from the definition of "minister" in
cla.use 1(2) and by inserting instead t.he following
paragraph:
(c) as applied to an assisted provisional parish, the minister
dUly licensed thereto;

Amendm'ent of the Assessment Autho!isation Ordinance 1975
9. The Assessment Authorisation Ordinance 1975 is amended -

(a) by omitting thewords "provisional district" wherever occurring
and by' inserting instead the words "assisted prpvisiomil
parish; and .

(b) by omitting the words "new housing district" wherever
occurring and b~ inserting instead the words "assisted
prOVisional parish.

Amerldment of the Parramatta Anglican Regional Council Ordinance
1971'· . ..,
10. The Parramatta Anglican Regional Council Ordinance 1971 is
amended by omitting from clause 2(d) the words "new housing district"
and by inserting instead the words "an assisted provisional parish",

o
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Amendment of the Wollongong Anglican Reglionsl Council Ordlnanc~
1972
11. The Wollonl;l0ng Anglican Regional CO(lncll Qrdinan~ 1972 is'
amended by omitting from clause 2{d) the words "new housing districf'
and by inserting instead the words "an assis,ted provisional parish".
Amencimont \,)f other ordinances, rules or ~f~ulatlon!i '
12. On and after the date this Or·1inance comflS Into effect Whenever the
term "new housing district" or the plural form .of that term has been used
in any ordinance {other than thi~ Ordinance) or rule or regulation it shall
be taken to be "assisted provisional parish' or the plural form of that
term and on the reprinting of any such ordinance, r,ule or regulatio6
appropriate words shall be used to give e1i1cet to this provision.

I CERTIFY that the Ordinance as printacl is in accordal),ce with tho
Ordinance as reported. -

N.M. CAMERON
Deputy Chairman of Committee:;

WE.CERTIFY that this Ordinance was.passed bY.• the Synod of the
Diocese of Sydney on this 12th. day of October 1988. .

G.K. CLIFTON 0

W.G.S. GOTLEY
Secretaries of Synod

I ASSENT to this Ordinance

12/1011988

DONALD ROBINSON
Archbishop of Syjney


